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|| after the condenser, suffice; that these vessels never 


}| 118, Fenchurch Street. 


|| will be entertained. 


|| at full liberty, if you deem it likely to promote your mercantile advantage, to affix to these articles, during the seasorf 1854, a card whereon this Award is printed, and also 
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BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON- TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 


IRE-CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. | 
The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts | 

to Se ermal pone as to quality and finish. Many | 
have stood three and four years. a 
Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- | COWEN’S PATENT 
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FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 








ways on hand. The Fire Clay is the very bestin the vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 

North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons JOS. COWEN and CO., | tronage for several years past, and fo intimate that he | 

weathering. 4 | BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, | hae rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the | 
- | Ay : PSs g P »is 

Apply, G. Stasent ek Doraeutnengh Fire-Brick | Were the only parties to whom a ye! ts — p04 en hee oi am wit | Bags 8 pment ta 

Works, near NEWCASTLE-ON-T'YNE. awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of L8ol, for “GAS | ond despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY R& TORTS, 


~ | , - 
Aug. 22, 1856, 7 Sets ad eee eae many years the most ex- | Fall shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
TO GAS MANAGERS AND ENGINEERS. tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United ae nee pe sh the shortest notice 
ANTED. f he G G d | Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all par mia neater 
W ~ » tor t 1e osport as an shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other JAMES I AWRIE & co 
COKE COMPANY, an experienced Man, as | grticle in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their | ; = ae 





RESIDENTSUPERINTENDENTand COLLECTOR. | works as above. 63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


Salary, £120 per annum, with Residence on the -EN’S 3FIELD COAL AND COKE. a Aw ee - 
Works, and Coals and Gaslight free. COWEN'S = ling oh — oo ANTED, a Man who thoroughly 











Applications in writing only, with Testimonials, to I eWCASTLE-ON- understands his business, as WORKING 
be addressed to the Secretary before the 24th of June | Grae See, nena — | MANAGER in a small Gas-Work. One who is ac- 
next. : . . ! Pa | quainted with the Setting and Use of Clay Retorts, 

Satisfactory security will be required for good con- | FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, | Laying Service-Pipes, &c. &c. He will be required to 
duct and duly accounting. RD reside at the Works (House-rent, Light, and Fuel 


Davip CoMPIGNE, Secretary. free), to light 50 Public Lamps, and carry on the usual 


Gosport, May 28, 1857. necessary works of the Company. 
—___—_— ——$$—$<$— $e Applications, wi “ferences sharac x 
THE PURIFYING-HOUSE SUPERSEDED. pplications, with references to character and com 


o +5 ‘ petency (stating wages required), to be made to the 
R. LAMING (Inventor of the | JOHN RUSSELL A NDC 0., Secretary of Gas Gungueg, beetinam, NORFOLK. 
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Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) has the THE OLD TUBE WORKS, | —— ——— 
satisfaction to announce that Gas may now be purified | CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY } TO GASHOLDER-MAKERS AND OTHERS. 
in a manner that combines wnusual commercial ad- | " ‘ST \FFORDSHIR E . | HE Di 

canons Pigg Fe nagar enc gg Sm LDSHIRE, . irectors of the Ryde Gas | 
vantages with all the possible requirements of the and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, T COMPANY are prepared to Ml 3 


ee officer and aa public. ny soe ap ad — Original Manufacturers of Wrought-lron Gas Tubes, | for supplying and erecting at their Works a SINGLE- | 
Ce et ene rote tare weaele of sevall ren ee ai | aud Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and | L1ey GASHOLDER, 60 feet in diaweter and 20 feet | 
the purifying-house, two vessels of small area, place First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam | deep, with the necessary Cast-Iron Columns, Inlet and 
" Santi : . | Boilers. | Outlet Pipes, Valves, &¢., &e., to work in a Brick Tank 
have = least a gee age wes > ees J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings The + tng and pte te cy a pce - and 
and that neither lime, oxide, or any other substance | ¢,) Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders — after the Lith inat., at the ‘office of ‘the Company's 





foreign to the gas itself, is brought into contact with : : 
+ G ‘ a A aly . may be executed in a few days. Engineer, Mr. ALFRED PENNY, Wenlock Iron Works 
it, Gas engineers will poresive among the advantages ‘The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself City Road, LONDON. ee Tae . 


thus offered, economy in room, labour, and materials; | aitocether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s ‘Pubes 
impossibility of nuisance, and total absence of injury to 
the illuminating power. 

Further particulars by addressing Ricuarp LAMING, 


ae : ; “ . Tenders to be addressed, on or before Monday, the 

in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 22nd inst. to W. P. HELLYeR, Esq., Chairman to the 
Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, Company, Ryde, IsLe or W1GHt. 

Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. Aint: 


N.B.—Proposals for foreign patents for this invention ttuue” Ry Sees Selene Seas ak, FO Sale, Several Dry Meters, by 
different Makers. 














M R KER B Y OR SALE.—Four Circular Purifiers, | me South Metropolitan Gas Company, OLD 
Sa ’ 4 feet diameter, 6-inch Connexions, with Wrought- , met 
GAS ENGINEER, &c., Iron Covers and Wire Trays, being about to be replaced eae = . ae << tr 
NOTTINGHAM. by larger ones, The whole in good condition. HE [ota oe DOCK. 
For further particulars apply to Messrs. BUTTER- 7T ne mprovement Commis- 
AMMONIA. FIELD, BENTLEY, and DeMPTER, gs engineers, Provi- —e . ae a of ressiviag PLANS and 


Mr. KERBY is prepared to design Apparatus for the | dence Street, E'land, near NORMANTON; or to Messrs. | penpE ee : F GAS-WORKS 
Manufacture of Sulphate, Muriate, or Carbonate of | Titus Saxt, Sons, and Co., Saltaire, Bradford, YoRK- — anny co eupply foeun S00 ts 000 Tighn ats 
Ammonia. SUIRE. : . 

He would call the attention of Gas Managers to the a> = _ oR | 
importance of converting their comparatively unsale- 
able “ Ammoniacal Liquor ” into an article easily dis- | 
posed of. | 

Gas or Water-Works surveyed for alterations or 
enlargement. Plans, Specifications, &c., on strictly 
moderate terms. 


A plan of the ground can be seen, and other particu- 
lars obtained, on application to Mr. James Gururtg, 
| iver Commission Office, Newc ASTLE-UPON-TYNE, by 
whom Sealed Plans and ‘Tenders will be received up to 
Saturday, the 27th of June inst. 
| _ The Commissioners do not bind themselves to accept 
| the lowest or any Tender. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, June 3, 1857. 
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JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, and 81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON 
PATENTEES, INVENTORS, AND FIRST MAKERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON GAS TUBING, 


commencing from the eariiest introduction of Gas Lighting into this country. 
Manufacturers ofevery size and description of Wrought-iron Tubes and Fittings, from one-eighth up to seven-inch internal diameter, for Gas, Steam, or Water. 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


LAP-WELDED FLUES, 


for Marine, Locomotive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Inventors and Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED STEAM AND GAS COCKS, 


in Tron or Gun Metal, from three-eighths to six-inch bore, Manufacturers of every description of hand-screwing 


STOCKS, DIES, AND TAPS, 


for Gasfitters and Engineering purposes. 
Manufaeturers of Coils, for hot watee and other purposes; Casing of all sizes, with flush joints, for Well-sinkers; Blasting Tubes; Buffer Tubes for Railway 
Carriages; Tubes for Roller Beams; Spindles, Shafts, Pendulums, Hydraulic Presses, Core Bars, Steam Gauges, &c. &c. 
James RUSSELL and Sons beg to call the attention of Engineers, Builders, Water Companies, and others, to their 


PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES, 


which preserve water or other liquids conveyed by them in a perfectly limpid condition; whilst the Enamel itself is as pure as the finest Porcelain, possessing the 
rare recommendation of being entirely free from any noxious ingredient in its composition. 

Lists, Estimates, &c. &c., forwarded on application; orders, from 10 to 100,000 feet of gas tube, executed at twelve hours’ notice if required; and quality may be 
safely relied upon, as all goods are most carefully tested before leaving the Works. 

JAMES RUSSELL and Sons have great pleasure in calling attention to the annexed award :— 


“ EXHIBITION OF THE INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS, NEW YORK. 
23 : “* Office: No, 6, Charing-cross, London, April 6, 1854. 
Gentlemen,—I have much pleasure in informing you that the Jury has awarded to your firm ‘ HONOURABLE MENTION FoR LAaP-wWELDED Iron TuBES.’ You are 





your prices, with name of agent, &c.—I am, geatlemen, your obedient servant 
“* Messrs, JaMES RUSSELL and Sons, Wednesbury, STAFFORDSHIRE.” a t 
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By Her Majesty's que Letters Patent. 





JAMES MEACOCK, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, 
as well as in Gas Distribution. | 


4, SNOW HILL, & GILTSPUR STREET, 
LONDON. 
Established 11836. 


PATRONISED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF 
THE PROVINCIAL - TOWNS. 











J. MEACOCK, in returning thanks for the liberal favours he has received, most respectfully calls the attention of those interested in Gas Lighting to the improvements 
of his Dry Merer, which has obtained HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, and which contains all the desired requisites for simplicity, durability, and | 
faithful registration; also to his improved Wer Gas-Merenr, which all the leading Gas Companies have been pleased to patronise; and begs to solicit the continuance of | 
their commands for the above, as well as Experimental and Station-Meters, Pressure-Indicators, Governors, Gauges, Photometers, and every apparatus in use by the Gas 
Engineer, which he will warrant of the very best materials and workmanship, and at most economical charges, 


ae 


Ss 





NEW VALVE OF J. MEACOCK’s 
PATENT DRY METER. 








HL Mi 





J. MEACOCK’S OLD VALVE OF THE ORDINARY J. MEACOCK’S IMPROVED 
PATENT DRY METER. DRY GAS-METER, WET METER. 

In the above Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. Mzacock’s patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his Improvep Patent Dry Meter. Instead of 
using the soldering iron for the purpose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to 
receive it, the outward rim of which and screw-heads are shown in the drawing. 

The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in not rising from its facing will be very 
apparent to the practical Gas Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. 

WET GAS-METERS REPAIRED AND RECONSTRUCTED WITH J, MEACOCK’S MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, 


| 











J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby to receive the same 
encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him in respect of his Improved Water Meter, which has been patronised by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most 
of the Provincial Gas-works. | 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in preference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to their wishes, if a correct measurer, | 
not liable to fluctuation of registry, of good materials and workmanship, and when repair was necessary, of being put in order by simple means, J. M. has been induced to) 
apply himself to the production pf a Dry Meter, possessing those requisites, for which he has obtained her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 

It is not generally known, but very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming 
in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather being secured by two flat metal 
rings, between which it is screwed, rivetted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its 
repair when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame to which it had previously been 
screwed up sound, 

In the ordinary Dry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from defective valves, which tilt or rise from their facings: the slide-valve of this Patent 
Dry Meter will not allow any carb matter to coal gas to tilt or lift the slide from its facings, and hence no variation. It will be found not only a correct 
measurer, but free from fluctuation. 

The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas Companies are subject, have at all times made it desirable to have them of the best materials and workmanship. 
Unfortunately, in the greater number of the ordinary Dry Meters, neither of these requisites were carried out, for, as they were not to contain water, most inferior workmen 
and materials were employed in their construction. J. M. begs leave to assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing but the stoutest materials for 
cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen employed in their construction (the 





Dry Merer. 
In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is willing to give a stamped guarantee to keep the same in repair, free of all charge, for five years, and 
allow the customary discount off the original list price. 








J. M. has annexed diagrams of his Patent Dry, also of his Improved Wet, Gas-Meter. In the former will be seen his patent mode of securing the diaphragm. The 
former and present valve are also shown, and the advantages of the latter will be, by practical persons, easily understood. 
METERS SENT ON APPROVAL. 

















properties which his Improved Water Meter is well known to possess, and which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly carried out in his PATENT | 
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A Provincial Gas Manager suggests that an annual exhibition of vegetables, 
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tend to disabuse the minds of legal and scientific gentlemen of the pre- 
judices they entertain against gas-works, as exemplified in the proceedings 





co-operate in carrying it out. 

J. B. L. Nottingham.— The electric light alluded to is in the invention of 
Professor J. T. Way, whose specification will not be lodged till Nov. 4. 
It is probable, however, that some public exhibitions may take place before 
that period. 
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|| The Offices of the Editor of this Journax will be removed on 
the 24th inst. from No. 3 to No. 42, Parliament Street, in 
consequence of the former being required for the site of the 
projected new Government Offices. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Wuen Ledru Rollin indited his funny book, “ La Décadence de 
l Angleterre,” he founded his prophecies of our ruin upon the 
gloomy pictures of the state of our labouring classes presented 
by the reports of whig commissioners, and the interested wit- 
ness who appeared before the ‘‘comfortable” committees we have 
|lately been so often blessed with. Foreigners, indeed, do not, 
and cannot understand the wholesale’system of grievance-mak- 
ing with which modern blue-books—fair rivals of the men- 
dacity of Imperial bulletins—are connected, or the unblushing 
|¢ffrontery with which Benthamite hack writers will ‘ make a 
case” to prove the necessity for the pet job of the ruling 
| powers. They (the foreigners) therefore, naturally enough, 
believe the scandals we publish “ by authority,” and look anxi- 
|ously—often with longing, lingering eyes, we fear—for the 
jruin which ought to follow upon the fearful catalogue of our 
| social evils. Englishmen, however, know what allowances must 
| be made for official exaggeration ; or, at least, they are willing 
|to receive the startling reports of the officials, who have a di- 
\rect interest in putting the worst face upon things, ‘“‘ with are- 
servation.” The harrowing tales of the inspectors of coal 
| mines and of factories ; the pathetic lamentations of Mr. Chad- 
| Wick, of Andover Union notoriety, upon the state of the labour- 
ing population; and now, the reports of the Scotch Lunacy 
Commissioners, or the self-laudatory reports of the Metropo- 








— PAGE 


in the Broadbent case. The hint is a good one, and we shall be happy to | 


The next number will be published on Tuesday, June 23, and the subse- | 


| litan Commissioners of Police, ‘‘ upon the operation of the Com- 
mon Lodging Houses Act ;” are considered by all who have 
passed behind the scenes of public affairs in our classic land of 
mis-representation, as little better than illustrations of the spe- 
cial pleading to which party men, or red tape officials resort, 
without reference to the vulgar considerations of truth, or to 
the maintenance of existing social relations. It matters little 
to us, of course, what opinions foreigners may form of Eng- 
land, or of its future prospects; but as the publications which 
are issued with the sanction of our Government are often ap- 
pealed to by foreigners, it behoves those who are in a position 
to make themselves heard, be it by ever so small a circle, to 
record their dissent from the false statements and the absurd 
doctrines thus promulgated ; and as these statements and doc- 
trines, when returned to us from other countries, are but too 
apt to mislead our political ‘‘ quidnuncs” at home, we have a 
direct interest in attempting at once to combat the principles 
upon which the modern school of grievance-mongers is founded, 
or, at least, in protesting against their doctrines. 





It is not often that the Times compromises itself by assert- | 
ing an abstract principle; but, since a few of its more eminent | 
writers have been promoted to place and power, it has, un- | 
fortunately for the country, become a convert to the doctrine | 
that it would be desirable to sacrifice the constitutional liber- | 
ties we formerly prized so highly, in exchange for a better and | 
more vigorous administration. That Mr. Lowe should write 
in the Times in favour of the Board of Trade is of course no || 
more than was to be expected ; and a very specious tale can, 


aig Ms 4 | 
no doubt, be made in its defence, mischievous and useless | 


though it is known to be by all who do not thrive upon its || 
pay or patronage. But we confess that the tone of some of | 
the other leading articles of that marvellous journal have stag- 
gered and pained us to an extraordinary degree, because, from | 
the fact of its being really a tolerably fair exponent of the! 
state of public opinion in our country, it must be a cause of, 
deep anxiety to those who still believe that the prosperity of 








England has principally followed from the self-reliant, inde- 
pendent spirit of its population, to find the Times—or | 
| rather Mr. Lowe, and his colleagues of the Palmerston | 
school—asserting that “the country, in its heart, desires || 
but one thing of its rulers — administration.” These’ | 
words are extracted from a leader of the Times of June 23|| 
and, in order that no misconception may exist as to their | 
precise meaning, the writer adds, further on, that “ in) 
numberless practical matters we are behind continental 
nations who never had a constitution,’ &c. Most flatly || 
and distinctly do we deny every one of the list of “ prac- 
tical matters’? upon which the Times bases these assertions ; 
and we contend, in a manner as distinct as that adopted by the | 
Government organ, that whether the education of the lower | 
classes, the building or the draining of our cities, the state of | 
our rivers, or our narrow streets, be considered, England is far | 
in advance of every country in the world; and that this, too, is | 

attributable precisely to the absence of administration. Em- 
phatically we assert that Mr. Lowe, or his colleague, who wrote 
the leader in question, knows nothing whatever of the subjects | 
he pretends to discuss. It has been our own fortune, in the | 
course of a varied professional experience, to reside in France, | 
Spain, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Savoy, and the United 
States ; as a matter of professional duty, we also regularly con- | 
sult the best publications upon engineering, or social matters, 
which are published in the rest of Europe ; so that we feel that | 
we are in a better position to form correct opinions on these 
subjects than the briefless barristers, or the returned Austra-_ 
lians, who have the ear of our present rulers. And it is from) 
the personal experience and the reading thus obtained, that 
we boldly and flatly contradict every one of the assertions of, 
the advocate of the red tape bureaucracy, which the Times, 
Punch, or Household Words, could so eloquently abuse until 
their writers tasted the sweets which were at its disposal. | 
It is but too true, alas! that far too many of our country-'! 
men of the lower classes are sadly deficient in learning—| 
though, for that matter, the style of our official publications, | 
in these latter days of Chadwickianism and Spurgeonism, com- | 
pels us to extend the remark to the governing sect of the upper 
ten thousand—and it is equally true that in Prussia, or in the 
New England States, a more general system of schooling is! 
enforced. Yet we are convinced that the education of the! 
English nation is, on the whole, superior to that of any other | 


nation in the world. As a race, we are bolder, more enter- | 








prising, more self-governing than our neighbours; and the 
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development of those faculties, which constitutes true educa- 
tion, is precisely the dragon which all the St. Georges 
of the ‘‘ Administration’ school endeavour to destroy. It 
may be, and no doubt it is, true that the per centage of readers 
amongst German or Massachusetts workmen is greater than 
can be found amongst the lower classes in England ; but so 
long as the latter are able to take care of themselves, and 
maintain their habitual respect for law, they may fairly be con- 
sidered to have received a better, though less showy, education 
than the others. As tothe education of the Latin or Sclavonic 
races, it is absurd to attempt to compare it for a moment with 
that of our own; and the history of Europe during the last 
ten years is the best answer to the slander of the returned 
Australians upon the comparative education of England and of 
the nations said to be before it in practical matters. 


As to the engineering questions connected with the asserted 
superiority of ‘*‘ Administration ” cursed towns, we ask whether 
any one who really knows the state of the sewerage, or of the 
water supply, or of the lighting, paving, and building of conti- 
nental cities, could pretend that, even with all our shortcomings, 
we are so much to be pitied? The tables of mortality of the 
various European cities furnish, indeed, the best commentary | 
on all these matters ; and so long as London, with its immense 
population of all classes and occupations, its unfavourable | 
climate and subsoil, its inheritance from an antecedent state of | 
civilization, essentially different from that of the present day— | 
so long as London retains the proud distinction of having the 
smallest rate of mortality of the capitals of Europe, we may be 
sure that, in the main, its sanitary conditions are superior to 
those of the majority of the latter. Compare, for instance, 
London and Paris. It is true that in the latter, new streets, 
admirably adapted for strategical operations, have been recently 
formed, at acost which may partially account for the financial 
difficulties of the state; but in no house in Paris can water be laid 
on above the level of the first floor, and the sewerage is so defi- 
cient that the whole atmosphere is tainted. Bondy does not 
make us reflect with shame on the state of the Thames; nor 
would a comparison between the Faubourgs St. Marceau, St. 
Antoine, St. Denis, St. Martin, and our own Saffron Hill, 
Wapping, or St. Giles, convince us that the dwellings of the 
Parisian poor are superior to those of the working classes of 
London. We, ourselves, have visited, under the escort of the 
police, and upon the suggestion of the French Government, 
the quarters occupied by the working classes in Paris, Rouen, 
Lille; we have, at our own risk, examined those quarters in 
Orleans, Nantes, Lyons, Havre, Caen, Cherbourg, Dunkirk, 
Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent, Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Geneva, New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, &c.; and bad, awful indeed, as is the 
state of the parts of London exclusively occupied by the poor, 
especially the state of the church property, we distinctly affirm 
that in countries where ‘‘ Administration”’ prevails, the physical 
evils which are tolerated are far greater than those which exist 
here ; whilst the poor, being taught to cast all responsibility 
upon a “ parental government,” neither attempt, nor do they 
know how, to improve their own condition. The fact is, that 
the advocates of red tape, assuming that, as Juvenal said of his 
false gods, “ carior est illis homo, quam sibi,” start from a 
principle which would destroy all proper sense of moral dignity 
amongst the poor. From our own practical knowledge of the 
working of the respective systems, we are convinced that, 
after all, the laissez passer, laissez faire of the old bourgeois of 
Paris produced and produces far nobler and better results— 
blended though they be with fearful evils—than have been ever 
produced by the most perfect systems of governmental 
administration. 

We dwell upon, and often return to this subject, because we 
are convinced that the tendency of the age to substitute the 
collective action of society fer individual liberty—which, after 
all, is at the bottom of the cry for “ Administration ”—is 
fraught with serious danger to society itself ultimately, and 
primarily to the class of interests we endeavour to represent. 
Too often, men, who claim for themselves the exclusive title of 
“« practical,” forget that they have a direct interest in the dis- 
cussion of abstract principles, and that the ignorance of these 
principles exposes them to ask for relief from a little temporary 
pressure, in a manner which would entail upon them hereafter 
far greater evils. There was a striking illustration of this in 
the interview between the representatives of the railway share- 
holders and the “ Lords ” of the Board of Trade in the course of 
last week ; and, we may add in passing, that the said lords, in 











|| common with Mr. Watkin and Mr. Vance, displayed an igno- 





rance of the subject of rating railways, gas and water pipes, 
which would have been positively amusing, if the various par- 
ties had not been in a situation to do infinite mischief in con- 
sequence of their official positions. Think of Mr. Vance 
stating, and Lord Stanley. and Mr. Lowe listening compla- 
cently to the absurdity, that ‘‘ water companies go under the 
ground, and therefore pay no rates at all!” or of my Lord 
Stanley’s asking, ‘Is not gas rated at so much per mile that 
it passes through the pipes?” Well may Mr. Horsfall say that 
the Board of Trade is useless, when its president is thus 
confessedly ignorant of the laws of one of the most im-| 
portant burthens on trade; but every man of business knew) 
this fact long since, and we should not have felt it worth while 
to record an additional proof of the incapacity of owr Adminis- | 
tration, had not the railway shareholders, who state that they | 
have practically been robbed by this same Administration, | 
coolly asked to be placed under the power of a stronger and) 
more elaberately organized Board of Trade, who would be as| 
little disposed as their predecessors, we fear, to respect parlia- | 
mentary titles, parchment deeds, or vested rights. The true) 
remedy to the evils of which the railway shareholders complain 
lies within their own power; it is to work their lines honestly, 
and well. If the shareholders expect that the present or any| 
future Board of Trade could help them, they are sorely mis-, 


taken; and they may depend upon it, that their last move has | 
been simply equivalent to a prayer for an exchange of a mode- | 
rately mischievous King Log for a very voracious King Stork. 


“ Pauci dignoscere possunt 
Vera bona, atque illis multum diversa, remota 
Erroris nebuli: quid enim ratione timemus 
Aut cupimus.” Juv., Sat. x. 2. 
How strangely do human errors return! and how forcibly may 
the lessons of the Roman satirist be applied to ourselves ! 

Is the manifest reluctance of the Government to urge the 
General Board of Health Bill of this year to be taken asa 
proof of its conviction of the unpopularity of the measure?) 
We hope that this is really the case; for the strange apathy 
of all parties whose property would be destroyed, if that) 
anomalous body were reconstituted permanently, and as ad-| 
juncts to the practically irresponsible Privy Council, still con-| 
tinues ; and hardly any of the secretaries, chairman, solicitors, | 
engineers, or agents (who are supposed to represent the various | 
interests likely to be affected by the ‘“ local administrative | 
authorities ” acting thus ‘‘ under the control of the Crown,” 
without reference to Parliament), have moved in opposition to} 
a bill which is far more dangerous than any other that has, 
hitherto been submitted to the House. The explanation of| 
this apathy seems to lie in the fatigue and disgust which| 
prevails on account of the constantly recurring attacks of the 
Administration upon private property ; but the shareholders of 
gas and water works must recollect that the struggle for the! 
defence of their rights will last as long as they shall present 
an object worth struggling for; and the shareholders must, | 
therefore, organize their resistance to the attacks of the Ad- 
ministration in as permanent and as efficient a manner as the 
latter is itself organized. So long as they act independently, 
partially, and paroxismally (sit venia verbi) they will do little 
good; they must concentrate their forces, and act upon fixed 
principles. 

We beg our readers to observe the striking illustration of the 
working of the wonderfully elaborate administration of France 
which is afforded by the official report upon the subterranean 
inundations of some parts of Paris, caused by the defective 
manner in which the works of the Canal St. Martin were 
executed by the state engineers. What remedy is there for the 
wrong thus inflicted ? or, rather, what remedy would there be 
if a similar event were to happen here, and if, as in France, 
actions with respect to administrative proceedings were com- 
pelled to be brought beforethe Privy Council—the Conseil d’ Etat 
—or, in other words, before the Administration itself? Our 
newspaper writers, indeed, write glibly about these things; but 
if they were seriously to examine the action and the principles 
of present or past highly-developed administrations, we are 
sure that the blind admiration for them would soon cease. 
The conduct of our Foreign Office in the matter of the Eu- 
phrates Valley Railway and the Isthmus of Suez Canal affords 
another illustration of the danger of allowing the State to 
interfere in any great industrial operations ; and the letter from 
Mr. Badger, in the Times of June 4, supplies another com- 
mentary upon the value of the scientific authorities our present 
rulers delight to honour. 

At home, that is to say in the Metropolis, we seem to have} 
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arrived at such an Arcadian state of perfection that our legis- 
lators have little else to do than to inquire (teste Mr. Ker Sey- 
mour, why the cows in Hyde Park do not use water-closets, or 
why the Ranger condescends to receive the rent for their pas- 
turage, forgetting the pertinent question of the old Roman— 
“« Quid enim salvis infamia nummis ?”’ Mr. Marsh Nelson, who 
we suspect has no district or police surveyorship, has indeed 
fallen foul of our Building Act and the cement manufacturers ; 
though, from his remarks, we suspect that he knows as little 
about the real theory of cements as he does about the causes 
which have tended to make London houses so unsafe. There 
are many very important questions to be discussed upon both 
of these points (that is to say, upon the construction of London 
houses and the use of building materials), to which we may re- 
turn hereafter. At present, we would only warn the public 
that they are not to be disposed of in a short report ora slash- 
ing leader; and that they involve many things which we sus- 
pect are not dreamt of in the philosophy of Mr. Marsh Nelson. 
That gentleman, however, displays so much of the fearless 
presumption which is in fashion, so easy a contempt for every 
one who has preceded him, that we should not be surprised to 
find that he will shortly be numbered amongst the protégés of 
our existing Administration. 

The Metropolitan Board of Works has not lately exhibited 
itself in a very creditable manner with respect to the Finsbury 
Park; nor can the conduct of the Liverpool Corporation with 
respect to the distribution of the Rivington Pike water be con- 
sidered to add much tothe prestige of our local administrations. 
With or without the controul of the Crown, it thus appears 
that faction is always able to effect mischief. 





THE CORK GAS BILLS. 

Tne parliamentary campaign of the Cork Gas Bills has ended 
to the advantage, and it would seem also to the satisfaction, of 
all parties. The victors, the vanquished, and the lookers-on 
may all derive benefit from the conflict, and we congratulate 
one and all on the result of the proceedings before the. com- 
mittee. The United General Gas Company have succeeded in 
establishing their claims to maintain possession of the ground 
from which a political faction attempted to expel them; the 
Consumers’ Company, we are told by their organ, have suf- 
fered nothing from their defeat—and they must have gained 
some useful lessons in the struggle; whilst the public in 
general, and especially the public of Ireland, have received a 
warning against joining new companies got up merely by fac- 
tious or interested opposition under the sham plea of patriotism, 
and covered by the treacherous shield of limited liability. 

The Cork Examiner, in its comments on ‘‘ the seemingly ad- 
verse decision of the committee,” endeavours to comfort the 
Gas Consumers’ Company with the assurance that they are, 
notwithstanding, ‘‘ exactly in the same position as they were 
before they went into the committee-room,” and ‘with as bond 
fide an existence.”’ This is, indeed, literally true—in the same 
sense that a man condemned to be executed may be said to 
have as bond fide an existence as before his trial. His heart 
continues to beat, his blood to circulate, his lungs to respire, 
and he may retain the full possession of his senses ; but in the 
eyes of the world in general, if not in those of a Cork editor, 
his position is materially changed for the worse. ‘“ Exactly in 
the same position ” stand the Cork Consumers’ Company. 
The time for their dissolution, indeed, is not yet fixed, and it 
may not follow quite so quickly as the execution of the con- 
demned malefactor usually follows the day of his trial; but 
their doom is equally certain as if their days were numbered. 
|The Cork editor, as is wont with his countrymen, puts the best 





which he has been the active agent had come off with flying 
colours. Totally unconscious, it would appear, of the damag- 
ing effect of the evidence given before the committee on the 
bills, he publishes a report of the proceedings at great length; 
\and then, with this damning proof of utter failure before him, 
he struts and crows in the manner of a bantam cock that has 





face on adversity, and writes as vauntingly as if the party of | 





| advertised for tenders. 
| company, as yet unfledged, and who had no reasonable 
| prospect of having works in operation and pipes laid down 


! 
| 
| 
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city for upwards of thirty years, with general satisfaction. 


of their works constructed, offered to supply the public lamps 


prices than the first, and the company afterwards voluntarily 
made reductions to the consumers when they found a reduc- 
tion practicable. This voluntary surrender of a portion of 
their profits occurred on more than one occasion ; and in 1851 
it amounted to no less than Is. per 1000 feet, viz., from 7s. 
to 6s. A public vote of thanks was given to the company 
for this public benefit; and the reduction was maintained | 
until, in 1854, the increased price of materials and of freight | 
compelled the company to make an advance to 6s. 8d., that 
rate being still under the contract price. At that period, the 
company, the corporation, and the citizens of Cork were on 
the most amicable terms. The manner in which the gas com- 
pany had lighted the streets was highly satisfactory, asthose who 
have visited that city must have witnessed ; and the gas con- 
sumers were so well satisfied with the conduct of the company, 
that when they were compelled to raise their price, as well as 
when they diminished it, public acknowledgments were ten- 
dered to them. In 1855, however, the harmony that had 
hitherto prevailed became disturbed. The power of the com-|| 
missioners, to whom the arrangements for lighting the city had 
previously pertained, was transferred to the corporation ; and 
in that body there prevailed a spirit of faction which, not 
having any other convenient vent, endeavoured to explode in 
gas. The United General Company had lighted Dublin, 
Limerick, and Cork, during all the years of the most violent 
agitation in Ireland, without having excited any animosity or 
raised any national prejudice. At the period when dealings 
with the Saxons had been prohibited by O'Connell, and na- 
tional rancour was raised to the utmost, the gas company 
pursued the even tenor of their way unmolested. In the agi- || 
tation for the repeal of the Union, no severance of the con- 
nexion and good feeling between the gas company and the in- 
habitants of Cork was contemplated; but, as no public 
grievance remained in 1855, a local cause of discontent was 
looked for, and found in the manner of supplying the city with 
gas. Then it was, as Mr. Merewether expressed it, that the 
great principle began to be ventilated, that no English com- 
pany should be dealt with. ‘“ Ireland for the Irish!” Cork 
should be lighted with its own gas, and there should be no 
more dealing with the perfidious Saxon. A new company 
was proposed, that should be exclusively Irish. The origin of 
this company was thus jocosely described by Mr. Merewether, 
as reported in the columns of the Cork Examiner :-— 

« A new gas company could not make itself, consequently 
it became necessary to put in action certain great moving 
powers. One of the principal of those powers was a gentle- 
man who has the honour of a seat in this House—was Mr. 
Maguire, who, in addition to the dignity of a member of Par- 
liament, also wielded the thunders of the Cork Examiner, and 
intended to have the control of the gas, and so constitute 
himself a Jove complete. Considerable dissatisfaction pre- 
vailed in Cork, and he (Mr. Merewether) need hardly say that 
that dissatisfaction was not diminished by the circumstance 
that, besides Mr. Maguire, there were two attorneys concerned. 
What, then, with the law element, the eloquence of the honour- 
able member, and the ‘able articles’ in the Cork Examiner, a 
real disturbance, which the ‘ counthrie’ herself might be proud 
of, was raised in the city of Cork!” 

As the contract with the United General Gas Company for 
lighting Cork approached its terminatidn, the corporation 
The competing parties were the new 














by the time required ;—and the company who had lighted the 


Their works, as stated by Mr. Hawksley before the committee, 
were in a state of efficiency, were situated in a favourable 
locality, and satisfactorily constructed, and the gas supplied was 
15 sperm candle gas, or, as he said, 16 per cent. better than 
the gas in London. The new company, who had no portion 





for £3. 15s., and private consumers at 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 
| The old company’s tender, with their works and their gas in 

the excellent condition stated by Mr. Hawksley, was £3. 10s. 
| for the public lights, and 5s. per 1000 feet to consumers. 
| This tender of the established company, though so much lower 
| than that of the company in nubibus, was rejected by the cor- 

poration in favour of the latter, solely on the ground that they 
| would have no more dealings with the Saxon gas-makers, and 
_ would have the city of Cork lighted with Cork gas! 
Though the good citizens of Cork are by no means wanting 


run away from its enemy completely beaten. 

| The publication of that report completely exposes the unjust 
| and senseless character of the opposition raised to the United 
‘General Gas Company. Established at a period when gas 
lighting was but imperfectly understood, that company under- 
|took to light the city of Cork, and to supply the citizens with 
|gas, at prices which now seem high, but were moderate con- 
sidering the circumstances of the time, and the distance from 
the supply of coal. Other contracts were made at lower | 
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in national prejudice, they nevertheless have an eye to their 
own interests, and were not so fully impressed as the corpora- 
tion appear to have been, with the advantage of having the 
genuine native article at a higher price, and thus supplanting 
parties who had supplied them so well, and offered to do it so 
cheaply. It was, therefore, found necessary to apply a little 
compulsion. Accordingly, ‘‘ Mr. Maguire, with other persons, 
went about to get shares taken,” and to persuade the con- 
sumers to take Irish gas at 5s. 6d. in preference to ‘“‘ London 
gas”’ at 5s. It is well understood what persuasion of that 
kind means in Ireland ; and, if there were any doubt about the 
matter, the proceedings of this canvass would make all clear. 
One gentleman having proved obdurate to the persuasions of 
the canvassers, a meeting of the corporation was held, whereat 
he was denounced as a deserter from the cause of the people, 
and as one who ought not to be dealt with; and he was 
furthermore ‘‘ gibbeted in the newspapers.” By these me- 
thods of obtaining the free and unbiassed opinions of the in- 
habitants of Cork, 800 persons were forced into signing con- 
tracts to take the national gas. 


It was under these circumstances that the two companies 
| came before Parliament. One having established a claim to 
| favourable consideration by satisfactorily fulfilling for many 
years the terms of their contracts; the other, entirely inexpe- 
|rienced, without any works ready or likely to be ready before 
the existing contracts expire, and admitting their incapacity to 
supply gas so cheaply as the old established company. It 
would have been too much even for Irish assurance to have 
proffered the advantage of exclusive Irish gas for acceptance 
to a committee of the Imperial Parliament, or to have ven- 
tured to mention that the chief object of the promoters 
was to expel the Saxons from the soil of Cork. Yet, as 
exclusive nationality was the sole foundation or the com- 
pany, they no sooner quitted it than they were without any 
ground to stand upon. That which the new company had 
too much modesty to claim, their competitors were generous 
enough to put prominently forward; and the cause of the 
new company’s success in Cork, no doubt, tended to their 
being thrown overboard by the committee in London, without 
one saving hand being held out to help them. Though 
the promoters of the Gas Consumers’ Company were so 
bashful as to endeavour to conceal from the committee their 
chief claim to public favour, the proceedings were characterized 
by one or two traits which sufficiently indicated their nation- 
ality. For example: the parties seeking to obtain an Act for 
establishing a new company in Cork, where gas-pipes have 
been laid down for thirty-five years, urged in their petition, 
that it was inexpedient that there should be two gas companies 
in the city of Cork! Is it not from auld Ireland, sure, that 
such petition comes? It was scarcely less characteristic of 
the country, that, as a proof of the great popularity of the 
ar concern, it was asserted that it was necessary to conceal 
| 











the names of those who had entered into contracts with the 
established company, from the dread of their being gibbeted in 
the newspapers ! 

The shareholders of the Cork Consumers’ Company, will, 
we fear, be punished more substantially. A second call has 
ae already made for preliminary expenses; and though the 
shareholders may faacy themselves safe under the cover of 
\limited liability, they may, nevertheless, see every shilling 


| 








||for which they are liable squandered. And for what? For 
| the veriest, the most bare-faced sham that was ever put forth 


|*° get money from the pockets of a deluded people. A 
grain of common sense would have taught the furious patriots 
|of the Cork corporation, and even Jupiter Tonans himself, to 
consider whether any other supply could be obtained. But 
this consideration does not seem to have troubled them for a 


|| moment. Had they been really actuated by the spirit they 


| professed, the peat of Ireland affords an ample though a costly 
material for making gas of indifferent quality. But their pa- 
triotism was not up to the mark of paying so much for national 
| gloom. Or they might have attempted to delude themselves 
land their fellow-citizens by using Boghead coal, fondly ima- 
gining it came from the bogs of Ireland. But they did not 
‘adopt even that Irish means of producing a supply of Irish 
‘gas. The name of auld Ireland was perhaps deemed all- 
sufficient to expel the Saxon. The exclusively national gas 
which the new company offered to supply was to be made 
from Newcastle coal, in English retorts, to be contained and 
distributed in gasholders and pipes obtained from England, 





‘and the whole works were to be managed by a Scotch 





engineer! This is the Jrish gas which the citizens of Cork 
are called upon to make sacrifices to procure! this is the way 
they are to show independence of England, and their deter. 
mination to have no dealings with the Saxon! Hurrah! for 
auld Ireland ! 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue conduct of gas companies has hitherto been unimpeached, 
because it is unimpeachable in all that relates to the bond fide | 
character of their capital accounts ; and our readers will per. | 
ceive with deep regret, from the parliamentary intelligence in | 
another column, that an exception to this hitherto commendable 
regularity has been detected and exposed in the case of the 
Birkenhead Gas and Water Company, in a manner which 
outrages all English principles of commercial morality, and 
which has no parallel since the palmy days of the great Rail- 
way King. Humphrey Brown, when under the lash of the 
inexorable Mr. Linklater, scarcely exhibited greater hardi- 
hood, or more wanton contempt for his solemnly contracted 
engagements, than did Mr. William Jackson under the search- 
ing cross-examination of Mr. Calvert. According to this 
gentleman, there is no breach of good faith in introducing the 
names of parties into Acts of Parliament who have no bond fide | 
interest in the matter to which they relate, or in appropriating | 
and distributing £30,000 or £35,000 of the capital created, | 
without the payment of one penny into the joint-stock fund; and, 
though he has doubts whether some £1600 or £1700 of those 
funds were legally expended in payment of arrears of rates, to 
obtain votes to be used against the Birkenhead Commissioners, 
yet he admits the funds were so applied, and has the effrontery 
to believe that Parliament will give him a bill of indemnity, to 
relieve him from the consequences of this and other illegal acts. 
To their honour, however, be it said, a committee of the British 
House of Commons refused to become accomplices in such a 
transaction ; and, upon the evidence and admission of one of 
their own body, they indignantly and, we believe, unanimously 
rejected the bill. The facts proved in evidence are briefly 
these: In September, 1840, Mr. Jackson, who had purchased 
a large tract of land in Birkenhead for speculative purposes, 
entered into a contract with the Improvement Commissioners 
for lighting the town with gas during a period of 75 years. 
It had originally been proposed that, at the expiration of the 
contract, the commissioners should have the power of pur- 
chasing the gas-works by valuation; but, by the connivance 
of the commissioners’ clerk, who subsequently became Mr. 
Jackson’s partner in the speculation, this condition was elimi- | 
nated from the contract. A gas-work, consisting of nine 15-inch | 
D retorts, with two purifiers, 4 ft. 6 in. long by 2 ft. 9 in. wide, | 
and one gasholder, containing about 30,000 cubic feet, was forth- 
with erected, and a corresponding quantity of pipes laid (the 
largest being 6 inches in diameter), so that early in 1841 gas| 
was supplied in Birkenhead. Concurrently with the erection | 
of the gas-work a bill was promoted in Parliament by Mr.) 
Jackson for the incorporation of a gas and water gompany with | 
a capital of £100,000, and power to borrow £33,000 more. 
The commissoners’ clerk was solicitor for the bill, and by his| 
manceuvres all opposition to it was withdrawn. It received) 
the royal assent on June 21, 1841, and the commissioners’ clerk | 
forthwith appears in his new character of proprietor of one-| 
third of the gas-work, the other two-thirds being held by Mr. | 
Jackson and his brother. ‘The three individuals meet together | 
on Aug. 19 of the same year, and agree to divide £50,000 of 
the capital stock of the new company amongst themselves, as 
representing the value of the gas-work at a period when Mr. | 
Jackson thinks it may have cost them between £15,000 and! 
£20,000, an assertion which our practical readers will be able 
to estimate at its true worth from the data before them. Cer- 
tainly £10,000 judiciously expended ought to have covered the 
whole outlay up to that period ; indeed, Mr. Jackson seems to 
admit that the sum actually expended in constructions did not 
exceed £9000. The practical effect of this collusive sale has 
really been to tax the gas consumers of Birkenhead with the 
payment of £3000 or £3500 per annum since that period; 
and one of the most impudent provisions of the rejected 
| bill was a clause for adding £59,000 to the capital, as re- 
| presenting arrears of interest, since 1841, on the fictitious 
| capital! Surely the promoters must have taken leave of their 
| senses in making such aclaim under such circumstances, or are 
so steeped in jobbery as to be callous to the indignation which 
' such conduct must give rise to in the public mind. This job 
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has, however, signally failed, and Mr. Jackson and his confede- 
rates must now voluntarily refund their unlawful gains, or run 
the risk of being compelled to do so by the strong arm of the 
law. 
The bill for the amalgamation of the Stockton gas companies 
has passed the committee of the Commons, and contains a 
power to sell the undertakings to the corporation for the sum 
of £17,000. This is one of the towns which Mr. George 
Flintoff, ‘the eminent gas reformer,” used to boast was his 
debtor for services rendered in procuring a reduction in the 
price of gas. At the period when he launched his stereotyped 
handbill (of which a copy will be found in the evidence on the 
bill) Stockton was supplied with gas by an incorporated com- 
pany, whose dividends were limited to 10 per cent. on its paid- 
up capital of £8000. Excited by Flintoff’s denunciations of 
ithe old monopolists, a consumers’ company was formed ; but, 
before their works were completed, a fusion took place by 
which the old company received £10,000 for their works, and 
‘this added to the £7000 expended by the new company con- 
‘stitutes the capital of the amalgamated company, the whole of 
which has to be reimbursed by the corporation in the event of 
a sale taking place. Thanks to Mr. Flintoff’s patriotic exertions, 
the gas consumers of Stockton have henceforward to pay £1700 
per annum in lieu of £850 as the profit on their gas-works, 
with the certainty of the highest charges for gas being main- 
tained whenever the undertaking is handed over to the corpo- 
ration. The citizens of Dublin will do well to study these facts 
before they venture upon a similar course on their own account. 

Mr. Grenfell, one of the new members for Preston, has 
moved and obtained an order for a return from gas companies, 
in continuation of that ordered on the motion of the late Mr. 
Brotherton, a copy of which we gave on April 28 last. Only 
about one-half of the English gas companies responded to the 
first appeal, and we apprehend fewer still will respond to the 
second; nor can we understand why the private affairs of com- 
panies alone should be thus scrutinized, to the exclusion of cor- 
porations and commissioners, who are also traders in gas. 
How comes it that Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Oldham, 
Burnley, Halifax, and many other important towns, are not 
similarly called upon for returns? Is there one legislation for 
companies, and another for corporations, in respect of gas? 
Really it would seem to be so, when we find that a 12-candle 
standard has been forced upon the Willenhall (Wolverhampton) 
Gas Company, whose principal source of supply for coal is 
almost the poorest of the British coal-fields, whereas the Stock- 
ton Corporation are allowed to pass with a ten-candle standard, 





erratic views of the chairman of committees on unopposed bills 
on this subject are now so notorious, that in several cases sham 
oppositions to gas bills have been got up, with the view of 

















escaping his crotchetty administrative meddling. The public 
can take care of themselves in these matters, without official 


be used in promoting the education of our officious wet-nurses 
gaseous knowledge. 

We call the attention of our readers, especially, to the report 
of the proceedings of the Lambeth District Board of Works on 
the “‘ Alleged Nuisance at the London Gas-Works.” In this 
case, it would appear that the council of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales have built some ridiculously extravagant 
“model lodgings” in close proximity to the London Gas- 


Lambeth are unable to occupy rooms of a rental stated to be 
12s. per week, they seek to cast the blame, which would fairly 
be attached to their own folly and incapacity, upon the most 
prominent parties of the neighbourhood. We cannot suffi- 
ciently express our admiration for the conscientious boldness 
with which Dr. Odling expressed himself on the occasion; nor 
can we refrain from stigmatizing the shameless manner in 
which the Messrs. Doulton endeavoured to protect themselves, 
by sending forth the gas company as a scapegoat. The Lam- 
beth model lodgings, indeed, are illustrations of the fashionable 
follies, amiably designed, no doubt, for the improvement of the 
condition of the working classes. They have been erected with- 
out reference to the habits, or to the condition, of the men who 
were immediately to be benefited ; they were model lodgings, in 
fact, for model people, and should have been built in Victoria 
Street, Westminster, rather than in Lambeth, where the average 





earnings of day labourers do not exceed from 18s. to 36s. per 


having the richest of the Durham coal measures at their back. | 
The standards ought really to have been reversed, if substantial | 
justice was done to the respective interests engaged ; but the | 





schooling, and any influence we may possess shall certainly not | 


Works ; and, because they find that the working classes of | 


week ; and where, consequently, rents ought to range between 
3s. and 6s. per week. An outlay of the kind alluded to must, 
of necessity, have produced disastrous results ; but it is hard 
to visit the consequences of these follies on a company whose 
manufacture has been admitted, even by unfavourable authori- 
ties, to be fairly and well conducted. It must have required 
great moral courage on the part of Dr. Odling to have taken 
the decided position he did; and we feel it to be our duty to 
record our admiration of his conduct in the most decided 
manner. 

It is curious, however, that the property of the London Gas 
Company has been secured in this instance, just as the property 
of the City Gas Company was secured on a previous occasion, 
by the alteration effected in the Nuisances Removal Act, upon 
the suggestions of the Leather Manufacturers Association, who 
were left by the gas companies to fight the battles of private 
industry almost alone and unaided. If the interests of the gas 
companies had not thus been protected by other parties than 
by those whose duty it was to have appeared hefore the select 
committee on that bill, all the gas property in the kingdom 
would now have been at the mercy of men who are able to 
commit the absurdities of the council of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales. Then, as now, the gas companies took no mea- 
sures to defend their own interests. It may happen that adven- 
titious circumstances may not thus again befriend them; and we 
therefore seriously urge them to take active measures in oppo- 
sition to the new General Board of Health Bill before it is too 
late, and to shake off the apathy with which they have hitherto 
regarded the development of the Central Administration. To 
the council of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales we 
only wish a stronger infusion of common sense, and a greater 
respect for the rights of other people, when the latter clash 
with their crotchets. 











Correspondence. 


COAL TAR FOR ROADS, 

Srr,—I cannot help being amused at the observations of the 
learned metropolitan guardians of our health as to the nuisance 
arising from the use of crude gas tar for coating the gasholders 
and other iron work. Let any one of them pay a visit to Sheffield 
or Nottingham, and he will tind nearly all the public roads made 
and repaired with a species of concrete formed of crude coal tar 
and broken stones, without any detriment to the public health or 
the convenience of the inhabitants. a’ 


Begtster of Mew Patents. 
PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

1236.—ALFrEeD Aveustus DE Recinatp He y, of Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, glass merchant, for “ Certain improvements applicable in the burn- 
ing of gas.” May 2, 1857. 

1258.—Joun Tuomas Way, of Welbeck Street, London, for “ Zimprove- 
ments in obtaining light by electricity, and in employing lizht so obtained 
for lighthouses and for giving signals.” May 4, 1857. 

1319.—Atrrep Dawson, of 14, Barnes Place, Mile End Road, London, 
for “ An improved wrought-iron cock, suitable for water, steam, or gas.’ 
May 11, 18957. 

1322.—Joun Mrtuar, of New Lanark, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
manager, for * Improvements in water-meters.”’ May 11, 1857. 

1337.—THomas Lampert, of Short Street, New Cut, London, and Onep 
WakeErieLD, of 23, Lambeth Terrace, Lambeth, London, for “ Jm- 
provements in drawing off water and other fluids.’ May 12, 1857. 

1353.—Jonn Perak, of Wigan, in the co. of Lancaster, manufacturing 
chemist, for “* Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” May 13, 1857. 

1401.—Joun Carnany, of Snow Hill, London, gas apparatus maker, for 
“ An improved registering index for gas and other meters.” May 19, 
1857. 

1417.—Henry Keoau, officer on the half-pay of Her Mujesty’s army, 
and of 37, Hugh Street, London, and Frrencn Aveustvs Keroou, of 
9, Inner Temple, London, solicitor, for “ Lighting the public gas lamps 
in the cities and towns of Great Britain and Ireland by electricity, and for 
turning off and on the gas to same simultaneously.” May 2), 1857. 

1429.—Epwarp Curtis Kemp, of Avon Place, Pershore Road, Birming- 
ham, for “‘ Improvements in unions for gas-pipes and other pipes or tubes,” 
May 20, 1857. 

1457.—Joun Ranxry, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, tin-plate 
worker, for “‘ Improvements in ventilators.” May 23, 1857. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
222.—Witu1am Stvprs, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, civil engi- 

neer, and James Burrows, of Wigan, in the same co., civil engineer, 

for ‘‘ Improvements applicable to water-closets.”” Jan, 24, 1857. 
381—Bensamin Wepster OwniD, of Dundalk, in the co. of Louth, engi- 

neer, for “ An improved method of connecting and disconnecting pipes or 





tubes.” 
1277.—Witu1aM Hoop, of Edgbaston, in the co. of Warwick, of the firm 
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of Watts, Kerr, and Hood, spirit merchants, of Liverpool, for ‘*_An im- 
proved charcoal filter for rectifying and cleansing spirits, and which is 
also applicable for filtering water and other fluids.’ May 6, 1857. 

1303,—Cuartes Epwarp Darsy, of Brymbo Iron- Works, near Wrex- 
ham, for “ Improvements in collecting the inflammable gases generated in 
blast furnaces.” May 8, 1857. 

1322,—Joun Mriuar, of New Lanark, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
manager, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-meters.” May 11, 1857. 





Parliamentary intelligence. 


BIRKENHEAD DISTRICT GAS AND WATER BILL. 
Monpay, May 25. 
(Before Mr. PackE, chairman, and Messrs. Dittawvyn, H. L. MonrGomery, 
GARNETT, and SCLATER.) 

Mr. Hore Scorr,Q.C., with whom were Mr. Monk and Mr. H. M. Jackson, 
appeared as counsel in support of the bill; and Mr. CALVERT, Q.C., with whom 
was Mr. WELsBy, appeared on behalf of the Birkenhead and Claughton Im- 
provement Commissioners, who were petitioners against the bill. 

Mr. Hore Scott, in opening the case, stated that the bill sought for an 
extension of capital and new powers. It was necessary to give the history 
of the company somewhat in detail. In 1833, the population of Birkenhead 
did not exceed 2569; in 1841, it rose to 8000; and by the last census it ap- 

ared to be about 24,000. In 1833, a local Act was passed for paving, 
ighting, watching, cleansing, and otherwise improving Birkenhead, and for 
regulating the police. The 33rd section of that Act vested the gas-works in 
the commissioners, who were empowered to perform all the duties of a gas 
worn mk and also to contract with any gas company in the township or 
neighbourhood, or any other person, or bodies politic or corporate, for 
lighting any place within the district. For some time after 1831, the com- 
missioners took no step to light the town, the population being small and 
the rates low. In 1833, Mr. William Jackson (who was a large landed pro- 
prietor in Birkenhead, and a commissioner, and whosename was well known 
in connexion with almost all the great enterprises of Birkenhead) called 
the attention of the commissioners, not immediately to the question of gas, 
but to the cognate question of water. The commissioners called a meeting 
of the ratepayers, who thought more of the rates they were to pay than of 
the water they were to get, and negatived the proposal. From that period 
down to 1889, there seemed to have been little stir upon these questions, 
but in 1841 the population was found to have increased three times what it 
was in 1837. The want of gas became so pressing that, on March 6, 1839, 
the commissioners resolved that an offer be made to a body of public pro- 
prietors to have the power of lighting Birkenhead with gas, on such terms 
as might be mutually agreed upon. A gas committee was appointed, and, 
ou August 3rd following, the committee considered it advisable to offer to 
public competition, by means of tenders, the lighting with gas for a period 
of fifty years. On August 6, the committee were empowered to complete 
the arrangements, with liberty to enlarge the term to seventy-five years. 
On March 1, 1840, the commissioners advertised for tenders for lighting 
Birkenhead on certain conditions, which amounted to a proposal to sell the 

rivilege of supplying gas, which was a most unusual course to be taken. 

he result was, that a contract was entered into between Mr. Jackson and 
the commissioners, under date September 5, 1840, which gave him the full 
power, right, and privilege, to break up the soil and pavement of any of the 
streets, in order that pipes and mains might be laid down, and 
also the exclusive right of lighting the streets. The deed also con- 
tained a covenant that Mr. Jackson was to erect gas-works, sufficient 
to light the town, in the same manner and on the same terms as 
Liverpool was lighted. In case the commissioners could prove that Mr. 
Jackson did not fulfil his contract, they had a remedy by being at liberty to 
enter into a contract with other persons. The commissioners finally agreed 
to give their consent to any Act of Parliament that Mr. Jackson might ap- 
ply for, in order more fully to vest in him the rights and privileges which 

ad been granted. Mr. Jackson, having entered into this contract, erected 
gas-works on the most eligible site in Birkenhead, and by the stipulated 
period public lights were supplied. But he soon found that, both as regarded 
money and personal attention, the undertaking was likely to go beyond his 
strength; and, according to the covenant in his contract, in 1841 he applied 
to Parliament for a bill, associating other persons with him; and,asan efticient 
supply of water was most important to the town, he resolved that the bill 
should include the supply of water as well as a ratification of the powers 
for the supply of gas. Owing to some local differences, the commissioners, 
who had just before allotted him the privilege with regard to gas, opposed 
his application, although they had bound themselves to give their consent; 
but, notwithstanding their opposition, the bill was carried. On Jan. 1, 1842, 
Mr. Jackson handed over the whole benefit arising from these contracts to a 
company. Up to the present time, the company have called up the whole of 
their original capital, which amounted to £100,000, and, in addition, have 
borrowed £33,000. In 1851, the population of Birkenhead had increased to 
24,000; and, just as the works became remunerative in the hands of the com- 
pany, there was a fresh attack on the part of the commissioners, who intro- 
duced two bills into Parliament, in 1847, to compel the company to sell their 
works to them. The surveying officers, who instituted the preliminary in- 
quiry, reported against the bills; but, notwithstanding that report, the bills 
were printed. The ratepayers, however, showed their feeling upon the sub- 
ject by refusing to re-elect those of the commissioners who had proposed the 
bill, aud it was eventually withdrawn. In 1856, the liabilities of the com- 
missioners were a bonded debt of £199,170, with arrears of interest, amount- 
ing to £63,832, so that the total debt upon the rates of the township was 
£263,002. They were, therefore, not likely to bring any of the credit of the 
rates to support a new undertaking. To bring matters to an issue the com- 
pany informed them of their intention to apply for further powers, and in- 
vited them to a consideration of the question of purchase. No agreement 
could be come to, and the result was that a meeting of the ratepayers was 
called, at which a petition was signed against the bill. The object of the 
opposition of the commissioners was manifestly a cheap purchase of the 
works. ‘They wished to recover a power which they were too poor and too 
spiritless to exercise themselves at a time when they did not think it would 
be remunerative, but which, in the hands of skill and capital, had become a 
good undertaking. It was a singular thing that he himself (Mr. Hope Scott) 
was a petitioner against the bill. He happened to be a trustee of an estate 
at Oxton, and, of course, it was his duty to see that the interests of the 
Birkenhead Gas and Water Company were not adverse to the interests of 
his trust. They were merely physical questions which had been disposed 
of. The real contest would be whether the committee would sanction the 
attempt of the Birkenhead Commissioners to reclaim the power granted to | 
the company after public tender, or whether the committee would not con- | 














firm the power in the hands of the legitimate and proper undertaking. 








Upon theconclusion of Mr. Hope Scott's address, the committee adjourned 
till twelve o'clock the following day. 


Turespay, May 26. 

The committee reassembled this day, and the evidence in support of the 
bill was proceeded with. 

Mr. William Cole called: examined by Mr. Monk. 

I am an architect and surveyor, residing at Birkenhead. I went to reside 
there in 1834, and have resided there ever since. I was one of the commis- 
sioners of Birkenhead under the Improvement Act of 1833, from 1836 to 
1841. I made a survey of Birkenhead for my own purposes in 1839. In 
addition to being an architect and surveyor, I am also a land agent for the 
sale and purchase of estates. I produce a plan made from the survey in 
1839. At that time there was no regular supply of water to Birkenhead, 
From 1840 down to the present time mains have been laid down by the com- 
missioners to supply the wants of the place. The gas mains were not laid 
down so as to afford proper levels. In consequence of that, it has been ne- 
cessary to take up and relay portions of the mains. In 1842, considerable 
progress was made with the principal thoroughfares of Birkenhead. When 
the existing water-works were first established, it was the subject of much 
ecmplaint that they were placed too far from the principal streets; but the 
result has proved that they were not too far. I have been well acquainted 
with Oxton since 1840. I am well acquainted with all the places mentioned 
in the preamble of the bill as being properly supplied with gas and water. I 
have bought large quantities of land at Oxton from the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
which are now laid out into streets, for the purpose of becoming building 
land. I have also been engaged in selling land. By these means I have be- 
come very well acquainted with the reasons of persons refusing to buy, and 
I find that the want of water is a very great objection. In point of fact, 
there never has been any supply of water, except what can be obtained by 
pumping or by cisterns to catch the fall of rain. The adjoining township to 
Oxton is called Claughton, and building in Claughton for some years has 
been going on very much greater than in Oxton. I attach that increase in 
Claughton to the want of water in Oxton. Without water in Oxton I be- 
lieve I cannot extensively sell my land. Claughton was amalgamated with 
Birkenhead, under the Birkenhead Improvement Act, in 1843. It has been 
abundantly supplied with water and gas by the company. Such is the great 
requirement for water in Oxton that persons are obliged to obtain it by cart- 
ing at a very considerable cost. About eight or ten houses are supplied by 
one pump, which is very inadequate to the wants. I produce returns of the 
assessment from 1840 to 1856. In 1840, the assessment on rateable property 
was £35,569; and in 1856, it was £103,295. Higher Tranmere is within 
the range of this bill; they only get their water from pits, wells, and land 
springs, and can only obtain a sufficient quantity of water by paying for it. 
The inhabitants of Lower Tranmere are in the same position. I have got 
returns of the poor-rate assessment tor Higher and Lower ‘Tranmere for the 
like period. In 1840, it was £8663; and in 1856, it was £37,796. There is no 
provision for the supply of Upper and Lower Bebington and Wallasey with 
water; they are dependent on wells. I produce returns of poor-rate assess- 
ment for Higher and Lower Bebington: on September 30, 1841, Lower Beb- 
ington was £4665, and on December 18, 1856, £6632; for Higher Bebington, 
March, 1840, £4767, and in March, 1857, £12,020. I have seen a list of the 
petitioners of Birkenhead and Claughton against the bill; and, with the ex- 
ception of two gentlemen, I do not find among them the name of any per- 
son who has a considerable estate in Bebington. I never found the existing 
water-works a nuisance, but have sold land in the immediate vicinity for the 
purpose of building villas, worth from £60 to £80 a year. Mr. Jackson has 
been for many years a large landed proprietor of Birkenhgad, and, by rea- 
son of such proprietorship, has had a very deep interest in the weltare of 
Birkenhead. A very material effect has been produced on its prosperity 
by the gas and water-works. I do not think the resources of Birkenhead 
and its neighbourhood could have been fairly developed without sume such 
provision as is made by the gas and water supply. According to my expe- 
rience, the supply of water and gas has been well given up to a recent 
period; the increase in the population has outgrown the capability of sup- 
plying them. When the docks are completed there will be a large de- 
mand for water for the purposes of shipping. Wallasey and New Brighton 
are also dependent on their supply of water from casual sources. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CAtvert, Q.C.: The water-works were made in 
1844. The pipes of these water-works extend over Birkenhead proper. I 
should think they cover as much as three-fourths of Birkenhead. They 
supply ample water to the district to the extent through which they go, but 
in consequence of the number of houses having increased so disproportion- 
ately to the supply, it is not now a good supply. Formerly, mains and pipes 
ran along a line of road where houses did not exist, but now houses have 
sprung up, and consequently the houses have taken away the supply that 
went in other directions. I should say the houses in that district are not 
sufficiently supplied with water. I have never been in the service of the 
company, but [ have seen the company’s works. I remember a report being! 
made to the commissioners in 1847, by Mr. Hawksley. I was a commis-} 
sioner then, and was not in favour of a proposal to take the works. I have| 
no doubt I stated my opinion against it at the time. I do not recollect a re-| 








solution being moved in 1847 to the effect that the commissioners should 
not take the works. I cannot recollect, from the length of time that has 
elapsed, whether the commissioners ever took part in the discussion of such| 
a question. I was appointed one of the gas and water committee. I re- 
member a report being presented by Mr. Hawksley. That report was made} 
at the request of the commissioners, and was to the effect that the com-|| 
missioners should take the works. 1 do not remember whether that report! 

was approved of by the commissioners. I recollect an advertisement for a 
tender to supply water and gas. I did not move any resolution against it. 
I do recollect the bill of 1841 being laid before the committee. I was a, 
commissioner in 1847, and ceased to be 1 commissioner in 1853. One year 
after the passing of the Act, I had not a seat at the board. I was elected in 

1842 again, and served as commissioner till 1853. 

Re-examined by Mr. Monk: Mr. Mallaby was for a considerable number. 
of years clerk to the commissioners of Birkenhead. I was a commissioner 
at the time he resigned. The advertisements for tenders were to supply gas 
to the town of Birkenhead. It was never my opinion that works should 
come back to the commissioners immediately after they were made. In the 
contract, 75 years was limited as the term. Mr. Hawksley was employed 
as an hydraulic engineer, merely to give advice as to the best supply of 
water. There has been an immense amount of strife between persons hav- 
ing an interest at Birkenhead, and, in my judgment, it has prevented the de- 
velopment of the place, and caused a great destruction of property; and I 
am sorry to say, it has continued with a great degree of acrimony down to 
the present time. 

Mr. Hoggins called: examined by Mr. Jackson. 
I am agent of the Shrewsbury estates at Oxton. The estates are very 
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deficient in water, and have no regular means of supply, which has been a 
t cause of anxiety to the managers of the estate. In my opinion, a 

public company are the best persons to afford that supply in a proper and 
satisfactory manner. I think the ratepayers of Oxton would prefer being 
served by an independent public company to being supplied by the com- 
missioners. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Catvert: The petition by Mr. Hope Scott, on be- 
half of the devizees against the bill, is arranged with the promoters. 

Re-examined by Mr. Monk: The arrangement was merely to secure a 
greater supply of water. I was apprehensive that I might be passed by if I 
did not appear, and secure some arrangement in Parliament. 


Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Horr Scorr. 

I have had 27 years’ experience in water-works, and have constructed a 
great many both in England and abroad, and have also been consulted with 
regard to many others. I have been concerned for several years with the 
company whose bill is now before the committee. I was consulted by 
the commissioners of Birkenhead, in the year 1846-7, with reference to 
the construction of water-works, and also with reference to gas-works. I 
am well acquainted, in a water and gas point of view, with Birkenhead and 
its neighbourhood. The present population, including the district in this 
bill, is about 50,000. Birkenhead and Claughton proper I put at about 
80,000. From my acquaintance with towns and their probable demands, I 
should think in a very few years that the population will be 100,000, taking 
into account the large docks that are making there. Works are already 
laid out for making a considerable addition to those already existing. When 
I was consulted by the commissioners in 1847, they proposed some new 
works in addition to the works already constructed by the company; at the 
same time the commissioners proposed to purchase the existing works of 
the company. The produce of the present water-works of the company is 
about 500,000 gallons a day. I should think the general wants of Birken- 
head are 600,000 gallons a day; but, in addition to that, a large supply is 
wanted for the ag ge of trade, the docks, and shipping. When I speak 
of general wants, I refer to the wants of the inhabitants of the present 
streets. There are 49 streets laid out, and a large portion of them formed. 
I should say 2,000,000 daily for ordinary purposes is a proper allowance for 
Birkenhead and Claughton, and probably one-half more for extraordinary 
purposes. I have had considerable experience in the sandstone formation, 
and mode of obtaining water from it. I have made more works in con- 
nexion with sandstone than any other person. To ascertain the water-bear- 
ing powers of sandstone has been my study for many years. I consider 
myself better qualified to deal with the question now than I was in 1847. 
There is no feasible mode of obtaining water at Birkenhead except from the 
sandstone ; there are no lakes in the vicinity, and no circumstances calcu- 
lated to deal with the question in any other way. Where pumping-works 
have been erected, they have proved far from economical There are 40 
miles of streets in Birkenhead. I have designed my works looking at the 
district as a whole, having regard to the quantity and nature of the supply 
required. [Mr. Hawksley here explained the character of the works to the 
committee on some plans.] I expect to raise 2,000,000 of gallons a day by 
my proposed works. My general plan is to have three pumping stations for 
water in the neighbourhood, and throw that water into reservoirs at the highest 
points I can obtain, so as to command by constant pressure the service that 
those heights can give me. They would supply water to the houses, by 
constant pressure, as far as they are built in the district. I have made 
arrangements with’ regard to the sites of several of my reservoirs. I 
take power to construct three reservoirs, and I put them at elevations 
commanding the whole district. There is no high-service reservoir in Bir- 
kenhead now ; they have only stand-pipes, and, consequently, have not at 
present constant service. It was part of my plan, which I suggested to 
the commissioners of 1847, to construct a high-level reservoir. The com- 
pany applied to the commissioners for a site on which to place a re- 
servoir, but the commissioners declined to let them have the land; 
therefore, without further parliamentary powers, the company cannot 
give constant service to Birkenhead. My mains and reservoirs have all 
been calculated with reference to my obligation and power of supply 
The amount of my parliamentary estimate is £107,000. That does not in- 
clude so much of the distributing apparatus as supplies public streets and 
thoroughfares. It is not necessary to make reservoirs of the size marked 
on the drawing. The additional mileage of pipes which would be required 
within five years, I estimate at altogether about 48 miles. Birkenhead is 
favourably situated, as a sandstone district, for procuring an abundant sup- 
ply of water. Itis desirable to have a water-shed. The character ofthe water 
obtained at Birkenhead is exceedingly good and soft. It has only five 
degrees of hardness, according to Clark's scale, which is the scale commonly 
adopted. I have considerable experience in gas-works. My opinion of the 
existing gas-works at Birkenhead is, that they are very good, and well 
suited for supplying Birkenhead with gas. The producing power of the 
existing works is 400,000 cubic feet per day. I estimate the total power of 
supply by the proposed new works at about 1,000,000 cubic feet per dicm. 
The present charge for gas is 5s. 10d. per 1000 feet, which I consider a 
moderate price for a place like Birkenhead. An enormous quantity of pipes 
has been laid down, considering the quantity of gas supplied. The maxi- 
mum price in the bill is 6s. per 1000 cubic feet, but there are reductions 
to take place when the dividend reaches certain rates. The existing 
capital sanctioned is £100,000. In addition to that there are capitalized 
debentures. It is proposed to make the total capital which is now autho- 
rized to have a 10 per cent. dividend only, and double the nominal amount 
at 5 percent. That will have a beneficial effect, as far as the ratepayers 
are concerned, because, if the shares are sold at public auction, they will 
fetch a higher price. The ratepayers would not be affected by the proposed 
alterations of capital. The new stock is to be sold by auction. The 
nominal amount of shares is £100; I consider we should get £110 on an 
average, if sold by auction. Iam aware of the provision in the bill re- 
serving to the: company their right to arrears of dividend to make up the 
deficiency of one year out of the surplus of another. I consider it quite 
foreign to the duties of public bodies, like commissioners, to have the ma- 
nagement of gas and water. I apply that observation more to gas'than to 
water. In my opinion, the commissioners ‘of Birkenhead did wisely in 
giving the concession to Mr. Jackson originally, rather than undertaking 
the worksthemselves. I have had great experience with regard toother towns, 
and I know of no instance where the management of gaslights by public 
trusts has been successful. Birkenhead would, as a matter of course, 
endeavour to make a profit for itself out of the adjacent districts If a 
public body has the management, it should represent the whole district 
which is to be supplied. There is an urgent necessity for water in this 
district, so that no time should be lost. I am not aware of the circum- 
stances under which Mr. Jackson's concession passed into the hands of the 
company; but I know very well that they considered the concession was & 
very valuable one. In my opinion, the good will was worth £10,000, or 








| gas-works from Mr. William Jackson, 





20 years’ purchase on a beneficial interest of £500 per annum. The dissen- 
tions which existed between Birkenhead and Liverpool are now modified, 
because the corporation of Liverpool have purchased the Birkenhead docks, 
There is no more available land in Liverpool for docks. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Catvert: There have been very serious conten- | 
tions between Liverpool and Birkenhead, and a great anxiety on the part | 
of Liverpool to keep down Birkenhead, and to prevent it rising, and being 
a formidable rival. That has been a very unhappy state of things. I have 
not advised public bodies that they were perfectly competent to manage | 
affairs of this kind. I made a report to the commissioners. There may be | 
a passage in that report to the effect that, taking into account all the circum- | 
stances, I expressed perfect approbation of the commissioners being the 
persons to manage gas and water-works in thistown. That was my opinion | 
at the time, considering the circumstances and looking at it simply as a 
matter of exigency. I was then, as now, decidedly opposed to it, and I so 
expressed myself to the commissioners. I do not recollect the passage in 
the report that alludes to that. I recommended that friendly negotiations | 
should be entered into. I was acting for the commissioners, and I en- | 
deavoured to do everything I could for them in the best possible way | 
between the parties. The present gas-works are in a very good state. [| 
propose erecting some new works near Wallasey Pool at an expense of | 
£40,000. In the course of four or five years I should think that £40,000 
would be laid out. I should begin by laying out £10,000. I should adapt | 
my works to the increasing growth of the district. As a general rule, I) 
should anticipate getting a million gallons daily from each well. My estimate 
for the water is £107,000, in addition to the present water-works. The time 
in which that would be spent would depend on the growth of Birkenhead. | 
We shall not have occasion to spend more for some years. In the first five | 
years, I think, we shall not have to lay out more than £45,000. Including 
Wallasey, it might be put down at £50,009 or £60,000 I dare say for that out- | 
lay we should get a million and a half gallons, and we should be enabled to | 
increase the quantity ultimately by half a million. "We are to have reservoirs 
which will not at first be very large.. I suppose we shall do it with about four | 
millions of gallons, for which I contemplate another reservoir as the works 
extend. I calculate the cost of pumping-stations at £20,000. My estimate 
for pumping-stations, reservoirs, and pipes, is £45,808. That includes a| 
large sum for shafts. The cost of pumping-stations in the first five years, | 
as far as I can form a judgment, wili be £5000. The cost of the reservoirs | 
is £30,000, £10,000 of which will be expended in the next five years. In 
addition to my estimate, there must be pipes. } 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grecory, on behalf of the Wallasey petitioners | 
against the bill: There is a local board at Wallasey, which has power to | 
contract for lighting the district. This gas company has power at present | 
to enter Wallasey with the consent of the ratepayers, but they have no 
power with regard to water. Seven years is the time limited by the bill 
for the construction of the works. The company have never exercised 
their gas powers over Wallasey. These works, in my opinion, are worth a 
great deal more than £100,000, and they produce an adequate dividend. 
Taking those circumstances into account, I do not think there is any 
difficulty in placing out the shares. I do not anticipate any difficulty in 
giving a good supply to Wallasey. 

Re-examined by Mr. Horr Scorr: -The sinking of the shafts has no effect 
on the service water. ‘Two years is the utmost time necessary for the com- 
pletion of the works. The works at Tranmere ought to be commenced im- 
mediately, but it is not necessary to commence the other works at present. 
I have not looked at my report of 1846 from that day to this. That con- 
tains no reference to the commissioners undertaking the works. . There was 
a meeting of the public, who gave their opinion against the commissioners, 
and they withdrew their bill in consequence. I was employed by the com- 
missioners, and I gave them a report on the basis of their supposed inten- 
tions. As a matter of practice, | may say that Lord Redesdaleon one occa- 
sion insisted on the promoters increasing the capital rather than they should 
have to trouble Parliament again. As a matter of general practice, the 
back dividend is taken by gas companies under a publication of their ac- 
counts, which is annually directed by the statute, with a power to rate- 
payers to object to those accounts if they show anything not authorized by 
the statute. The rates of charge have some considerable influence on the 
money value of shares in the market; of course the value of the shares is 
affected by the fluctuations of trade. Changes in the cost of coal, labour, 
and matters of that kind are very sudden. In one year the cost of coal in 
Glasgow was 11d. per 1000 cubic feet, but in two years afterwards it was 3s. 
Parliament has never, in my experience, lowered the rate of dividend when 
new capital has been applied for, if the old capital has been capable of 
earning the dividend. 

Mr. James Atherton, examined by Mr.%acxson. 

I am treasurer to the Birkenhead Gas and Water Company. I produce 
a statement of the accounts of the company. I produce an abstract of the 
capital account for all the years from 1842 to 1856 inclusive. That account 
embraces a statement of the profit and loss for that period. I became trea- 
surer of the company in October, 1851. Since I have had the keeping of 
the books, they have been kept in a proper manner. Great care has been 
taken to distinguish between the capital account and the revenue account. 
Some time ago the gas consumers were considerably in arrear for the public 
lamps. Under the contract, we are bound to pay a rent every year. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CatverT: The amount lost by the defalcations 
of the former treasurer was £1431. That was cleared ofi by putting it to 
the other side of the account as a bad debt. Previously to the year 1851, 
my duty was principally collecting and keeping the day-books. I entered 
the service of the company in 1842. I produce a list of the shareholders. 
The company was first formed in 1841. The shareholders in 1841 were, 
Mr John Jackson, Mr. William Jackson, and Mr. Mallaby. In 1841 this 
company purchased the establishment altogether from Mr. Jackson. I do 
not know the price which they gave for it. Ata meeting of the company, 
it was resolved that £50,000 be called for the purpose of purchasing the 


Mr. Hore Scorr put it to the committee whether they would go into 
this inquiry, as there had been the fullest opportunity of examining the 
accounts from 1841 to 1857. If the committee were desirous to go into that 
question, the company would give the fullest information in their power. 

Mr. CALVERT pressed his question, and thought the matter ought to be 
cleared up. 

After a short deliberation, the chairman stated that the committee were 
of opinion that Mr. Calvert was entitled to pursue the examination. 

Examination resumed: Since I have been treasurer, there have been re- 
ports published from time to time. In 1852 the profits of the company 
were £6510. 12s. 9d. We filed the return with the clerk of the peace of the 
profits of the company in the year 1852. We make a return of the net 
profits of the company in the course of the year. The statement ought to 
be the same in the report to the shareholders as in the return to the clerk 
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of the peace. In the year 1853, I do not know that we made any statement 
to the clerk of the peace. It was admitted to have been sent through an 
oversight. The prey mad of the treasurer at that time occasioned a loss 
to the company, which loss is debited against the income. £7644. 13s. 1d. 
were the profits of that year. In the year 1854, the statement I made to 
the clerk of the peace was £7764. 13s. 8d. The statement I made to the 
shareholders in 1854 was £8164. 11s. 3d. In 1855, the statement I made to 
the clerk of the peace was £7982, and the statement I made to the share- 
holders was £7895. In 1856, the statement I made to the clerk of the peace 
was £9418. 15s. 8d., and the statement I made to the shareholders was 
£9851. 11s. 8d. The difference in that last year arose from the fitting 
account. We consider the price of the fittings of the houses a separate 
account altogether from the gas trade, and owing to that the discrepancy 
arises. The statement made to the shareholders in the year 1852, as the 
net proceeds, is £6510. 12s. 9d. In that year there seems to have been no 
gain on the fittings. When I became treasurer, the custom was to calculate 
the profits, deducting the interest. I adopted the plan in making out the 
accounts which I considered the most advisable. 
Re-examined by Mr. Hore Scorr: With reference to the fittings account, 
| we act as tradesmen to persons who require fittings in their houses. That 
| has been invariably excluded from the gas account. The account sent in 
was merely an account, deducting the interest therefrom. We have had no 
inquiries from persons at Chester with reference to these accounts. There 
| Was no complaint whatever made when I omitted to make the return. I 
| paar no directions for keeping the account: that was left to the 
auditor. 
At this period the committee adjourned until twelve o'clock the follow- 
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| the appendix to that report. From my name being attached to those ac- 
| counts, I must have certified them as correct. 


Nag day, 

| WepnespAy, May 27. 

| This morning, on the meeting of the committee, the evidence in support 
\#* the bill was proceeded with. 

} Mr. Henry Beloe, examined by Mr. Jackson. 

| Iam a public accountant in Liverpool, and am frequently employed in 
| the investigation of the accounts of gas and water companies. I have in- 
spected the accounts of the Birkenhead Gas and Water Company since 1851 
or 1852. The occasion of my being appointed auditor was on the appoint- 
| ment of a newtreasurer. My first object was to ascertain that the balances 
then stated in the books were so correct that the new treasurer could adopt 
them as his own figures. With regard to the general accounts, such as 
| capital and expenditure, they were properly kept. With respect to the cash- 
| book, there were several discrepancies, which were investigated; which in- 
| vestigation was, in the first instance, limited to the two years previous to 
|my appointment. The result of that investigation was, that I found the 
| late treasurer deficient to the extent of £2600. Subsequently, so far as the 
| cash-book was concerned, I carried back the investigation as far as 1841. 
| There were a great many little discrepancies in the cash-book, some amount- 
| ing to sixpence, and some to a sovereign, arising from errors in the collec- 
| tors’ books. They lave a great many collectors, and the collectors’ books 
| and the cash-book did not tally in every instance, but the result was not 
| very particular in those ten years. The main amount was that which I 
have already referred to arising from the defalcation. The examination 
that I made was of a most searching character. I made it my duty to 
examine the capital account from time to time, not only with regard to the 
vouchers, but also with regard to the general charges in the capital account. 
That account is well kept, with the exception of the first year (1841), 
wherein the treasurer, in certifying the matter to the company, made some 
little error as to debts due to the concern. It does not so clearly show in 
that year as it does in subsequent years what was spent on the capital ac- 
count. I can speak positively as to 1851, that every endeavour had been 
made’ to keep the accounts in the proper way, and I can speak generally as 
to 1840, This information I have derived from the books themselves. I 
have had experience with regard to selling new stock by auction. I wasfor 
many years appointed on behalf of the ratepayers to examine the working 
of the gas companies of Liverpool, and I found the result of the bill which 
authorized the sale of the new stock by auction was that the town of Liver- 
pool benefited to the extent of £100,000, by premiums derived from the 
shares so sold. I have seen the report of the directors presented to the last 
half-yearly meeting, and the statement of the accounts of the company in 








The amount of dividend 
which the company earned during the last period is that at which I have 
computed it. The last computation of dividend, for the year ending 31st of 
March, 1857, shows, dicen as possible, 10 per cent. The earnings of the 
company may be fairly estimated at 10 per cent. on the paid-up capital. 
The capital paid up on the 1st of January, 1857, was £95,000, and the net 
earnings, for the year ending the 31st of March, was £9500. Subsequently, 
£5 has been called up between that time and the 31st of March. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Catvert: I was appointed the accountant by 
the auditor, Mr. Whittingham, for the purpose of assisting him. Mr. 
Whittingham is first cousin to Mr. Jackson, and also the auditor of the 
company. I have not seen him in London. I only arrived last night. 
Mr. Whittingham generally lives at Birkenhead The last time I saw him 
was at the last annual meeting, held on the 11th of May. What I know of 
the affairs of the company is from what appears on the face of the books. 
Every voucher has passed through my hands since 1851. I have seen the 
entries in the books of £51,117 as the share capital in the year 1852. I did 
not see the vouchers in 1841 or 1851. I have compared the cash-book 
entries with the entries in the ledger including those accounts. With re- 
ference to the items in the ledger | cannot give any information. There is 
a statement in the balance-sheet of the revenue account— receipts for gas, 
water, coke, tar, &c., for the year ending the 31st of March, 1857, including re- 
ceipts and profits on fittings, £13,527. 18s. 9d.” All that business is carried on 
with the capital of the company. The gas fitting has practically been carried 











on by the servants of the company, just like the rest of the business, but it 
is of a very trifling nature. The money in hand of the company at the 
present time is £4077. 17s. 11d. ‘Then there are due on calls from the 
shareholders, £2389. 12s. 5d. The balance of revenue account amounts to 
£7091. 1s. 11d. The company have a good deal of land belonging to them; 
but I do not know that of my own knowledge, as it is out of my depart- 
ment. I think that they have some cottages for which they receive rent. 
I attended the last public meeting of the re, when Mr. Jackson was 
in the chair, on the 11th of May, 1857. I heard Mr. Jackson address the 
meeting on that occasion. I have no doubt I heard him speak to the fol- 
lowing effect :—“ I may state to the meeting, that it is not imperative that 
we should prosecute this bill this year, that is, the direct interests of the 
company would not need that we should push this bill forward this session. 


| necessary during the next two years; and I have no doubt whatever, that 
we can carry on our operations for two years tocome. But what I feel is, 
that I do not wish to put my property into the hands of any one man to 
say what it is worth, and what I shall receive for it. Indeed, I doubt 
whether Parliament would let the commissioners of Birkenhead take it; 
but, for myself, I heartily wish they may. The out townships may object; 
yet I hope that, before long, the out townships will become one corpora- 
tion with the township of Birkenhead.” Since 1851, they have had pay- 
ments in the regular manner. The whole sum paid up since 1854 is ve 
large. I have no doubt the commissioners of Birkenhead have paid their 
accounts, to the amount of £1200. I believe their payments are quite 
regular. I believe they have paid for lighting and watering the market, 
and for the slaughter-houses 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grecory: It has been my duty, in investigatin 
the accounts of the company, to take care that the revenue and capi 
accounts of the company have been constantly charged with their re- 
| spective items. It is my duty to ascertain that the money which has been 
paid has been applied for the purposes of the works. I investigated the 
accounts of the company between 1841 and 1851. All the capital then 
paid up was applied to the original plant and goodwill of the cope. 
That was paid to the original proprietors of the works. It is all minutely 
described in the books. I was connected with them in 1841. I have not 
invested the application of the original capital, so far as the books show. 

Re-examined by Mr. Monk: Since 1851, 1 have not only examined the 
books with the vouchers, but I am able to s distinctly to the applica- 
tion of these moneys. From 1841 to 1851, I have given that sort of exami- 
nation to the accounts which an experienced accountant would do. It took 
a great many months to go through them. With the exception of a small 
item in the early part of the first year, when there was a little complication, 
I think the accounts of the company are very fairly kept. I do not know 
what time the company first began the business of gas lighting. I do not 
find anything in the Act of Parliament with respect to the employment of 
capital in gas fittings. In the aggregate, the small errors amount to £700 or 
£3800, but the treasurer never had an opportunity of explaining them to me, 
which he would very probably have done, as the thing is capable of expla- 
nation. It was not like the £2600 which was an admitted debt, but of which 
the greater part was recovered. Those errors are composed of very small 
items; a great many are a very few pence. Mr. Jackson, at the meeting of the 
11th of May last, spoke to this effect: “The district may be without water 
altogether, or nearly so, before we can get more land. We are doing every- 
thing we can, under the guidance of one of the most eminent hydraulic en- 
gineers in the world, Mr. Hawksley; and we are not limiting ourselves to 





any expenditure, but are following implicitly his instructions. I think the 
progress of the out townships is as important to Birkenhead as Birkenhead 
itself; and, as we have to go to the out townships to get our supply of water, 
it is only fair that we should give them a supply as we bring our pipes 
through them.” 

William Jackson, Esq., M.P., examined by Mr. Hope Scorrt. 

I ama member of this House, and the owner of considerable poy in 
Birkenhead, and also one of the principal shareholders of the Birkenhead 
and Claughton Gas and Water gee My connexion with Birkenhead 
commenced about the year 1829. The population was very small. My rea- 
son for going to Birkenhead was, that I was, at that time, engaged in carry- 
ing on a large mercantile concern in connexion with my partners trad- 
ing on the coast of Africa; and, having acquired some capital, I naturally 





looked round to ascertain what, in my opinion, would be about the best in- 
vestment. I went all round Liverpool and came up to London, and found 
there was no opening. I then went to Birkenhead, and I came to the 
conclusion that Birkenhead was the best spot to invest my capital in. Look- 
ing to the overflow of trade in Liverpool and London, I selected Birkenhead 
as the place. In the year 1837, 1 became one of the largest speculative land- 
owners in the township. Birkenhead was at that time governed by self- 
elected commissioners. That was under the Act of 1833. About that time 
I was a member of the commission; because I recollect suggesting that we 
should ask Parliament to alter the constitution of the trust, and let the rate- 
payers in. I urged on the commissioners the desirableness of making some 
provision for water. I, first of all, brought forward the subject of gas; and, | 
secondly, water. I urged on them that they had power in their Act to erect | 
gas-works. I went so far as to state that so strong was my opinion | 
that Birkenhead should have that I would cheerfully lend them || 
money to erect their works. 








othing became of my proposals in 1837. | 
The commissioners possessed power to erect gas-works. The township at that 
time was a poor township, so far as the rateable value was concerned, and 
struggling for existence. It was a very small population, certain streets | 
being marked out merely with grass sods, and others with railings, to show | 
the shape of the streets. I think we had only three streets which were at 
all macadamized at that time. There was, then, no difference of opinion as 
to the necessity of water and gas; but the question was, about the means to 
carry out either one undertaking or the other. My proposal was, to erect} 
gas-works by public rating. Matters remained in this state down to the 
year 1839; and at the meeting of the 6th of March in that year, the chair- 
man of the commissioners brought the matter forward at the board.| 
[The learned counsel here read extracts from the various minutes and} 
reports of the commissioners, showing the various steps which the| 
commissioners took relative to the introduction of gas into Birken- 
head.] My tender was made and accepted, and on that there was a 
contract between the commissioners of Birkenhead and myself. Although 
my contract was dated the 25th of September, 1840, and I was to have the 
gas manufactory, with all necessary works, apparatus, &c., ready on or 
before the 1st day of February, 1841, I did light the town within the time 
specified. I lighted the town myself for about twelve months, up to Fe- 
bruary, 1842. The date of sale to the parliamentary company is 21st of 
February, 1842. The enterprise, while under my sole management, was 
answering uncommonly well, and realized a good profit; neverthe- 
less, I was a promoter of the bill, in 1841, for the purpose of making 
a new arrangement as to the management. My inducement for that was, 
to supply water as well as gas. Water at that time was scarcely obtainable. 
One-half of Birkenhead is situated in the red sandstone, from which a g 
supply of water was obtained by pumps; and in the other part of the dis- 
trict they could hardly obtain any water at all. I felt the absolute neces- 
sity of obtaining a supply of good water, otherwise my speculation in the 
land would have failed. I was the sole promoter of the Act of Parliament 
of 1841. An objection was made, that the Act did not comprise within its 
powers the powers of my lease, so that the Act as framed would have put 
the company in collision, and without the advantages of my contract with 
the commissioners. I undertook to convey the benefit of that contract, the 
goodwill of my existing undertaking, my lent and materials, to the com- 























We have £7500 unexpended capital, and we have all the land that I have 
shown you. We have made the estimatesas to what will be the outlay 








pany at a proper price, and the commercial value. At that time, the share- 
holders in the company were not numerous. I was myself one of the 
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rincipal shareholders. The original contract, dated the 25th of September, 
q , was an exclusive —— to light Birkenhead for seventy-five years. 
To that right I attached some considerable value. I thought that it was 
a most valuable —— I consulted one of the most eminent gas 
engineers, and he e it his business to show me that I had got hold of 
one of the most valuable grants and concessions that a man could possibly 
have. It was left to Mr. Crook, an eminent conveyancing barrister in Liver- 
1, to do what was right. The sum total that pene to receive for the 
nefit of the concession, the goodwill of the undertaking as it stood, the 
old works and land, with the stock and pipes and fittings, was £50,000; 
but in that sum was included about ten acres of land, which I had pur- 
chased for the sum of £3766. A considerable portion of that was unoccu- 
pied, and the value of it has increased since that period four-fold; and, with 
the ground-rents on it, it would now fetch double the amount I sold it for. 
That is as regards the water-works land. In addition to that, I estimated 
the cost of obtaining a new Act of Parliament, which I paid for. Excluding 
those two items, the price which I put on my concession, the goodwill of 
‘the land, and the works of the gas company, would be something like 





£45,000. I had data at that time to estimate the necessary return. I made 
‘two estimates; one based on the opinion of the gentleman I alluded to, and 
| the other, the commercial value which I had formed myself as to the value 
of the works. If there had been no works and no consumers at Birkenhead, 
I believe I could have got £25,000 for the right. I believe I could have got 
it without the slightest difficulty. I had then the interest which was ac- 
cruing on the works constructed. I estimated that there were works there 


which were calculated to bring in an income of at least £2000 per annum | 


without any additional outlay. I estimated that at 164 years’ purchase, and 
|s0 arrived at my amount. 
| expenditure on the construction of the mains. They were conveyed by me 
| to the parties precisely as they stood. It must be borne in mind that where 
| gas and water mains are laid, the return is not much; therefore, it is not fair 
to say that, although £2000 or £3000 worth of pipes are laid down in 1844, 
that you must look for the return in 1845 or 1846. Taking the gas alone, 
without reference to the water-works, the gross earnings in 1842 were 
£1883. 12s. 3d., besides £170. 2s. 9d. which will be seen under the head of 
meters, coke, and tar. The gross returns in the following year were 
£2565. 1s. 1d., and £144. 11s. 10d. for meters, coke, and tar. In 
1844, the amount for gas was £3503. 6s. 1ld., and £225. 10s. dd. 
for meters, coke, and tar. In 1845, the amount for gas was £4841. 
7s. 11d., with £274. 15s. 1d. for meters, coke, and tar. 
earnings from amounted to £5708. 9s. 1d, and £366. 5s. 6d. for 
meters, coke, and tar. Those represent the five years on which my calcu- 
lation of the value of the works was founded. The 30th of September is 
the date up to which these accounts are made. Those amounts are subject 
to the addition of the water. I think the Fag of the expenditure 
attributable to gas over water was 5 to 1. hen once the mains for water 
are laid down, there is not much expense; but the manufacture of gas 
requires an immense amount of labour in connexion with it, and, therefore, 
the expenses attending on gas cannot be put on the same level as those of 
water. The practical resuits have more than justified my calculation. I 
was dealing with the company, over the shareholders of which I had an 
influence ; but there was one gentleman who always took great care of 
himself, Mr. Mallaby : he was one of the parties with whom I had to deal 
in this case. I am quite willing to defend the reasonableness of that 
arrangement. I have never looked on the concern with the least alarm. 
I have cultivated and kept it as close as I could, in the hands of very few 
persons, in order that we might benefit the district, and we have granted 
supplies of gas whenever asked for, and attended to the wants of the popu- 
lace in every way. I appeal to every person, whether we have not given 
them a most ample and fair supply of gas. Under our contract with the 
Birkenhead consumers, in the first instance, we were bound to supply a 
certain district, which comprised almost the whole of Birkenhead proper at 
that time. The difficulties we had to contend with in laying down the 
mains in unfinished streets were enormous. The gas rates in 1856 reached 
£11,896. 4s. 6d., and the receipts for meters, coke, and tar amounted to 
£923. 15s. 7d. The expenditure on the gas-works, after I sold the conces- 
sion, was not at all in proportion to the water-works. The amount ex- 
_— on gas-works was £133,665, cee ag | from 1842 down to 1856 
was expended gradually, at intervals. It had been going on from 
_ to year, but within these last three years we expended very heavily. 
he works were not large enough. ee customers kept constantly 
coming in, and we had to relay our mains to a great extent. It was 
deemed advisable to see what was really necessary for the company, in 
order to give a copious and satisfactory supply. We came to the conclusion 
to take up the small mains and relay larger ones, so as to enable us to 
make store and deliver double the quantity that we then delivered, and, 
therefore, we laid down the large mains. I think they are 12 and 18-inch 
i of 5-inch mains. We can manufacture 450,000 cubic feet of gas. 
We have capacity for storing, and we have capacity for delivering along 
the pipes, $00,000 cubic feet. On the 31st of March, 1857, we had 
£7561. 10s. 11d. capital unexpended. We had fittings and chandeliers at 
an ascertained value of £3163. 8s. 1d. The total expenditure since 1841 up 
to this time is £79,819. 1s. 10d., of which £33,893. 15s. 7d. is for gas. The 
expenditure of the first year was apparently only for gas. In 1842, I find 
there was laid out for the extension of gas £1328. 2s. 7d. In 1843,I find 
the consumption of gas rose from £1883. 12s. 3d. to £2565. 1s. 1d., equal 
to 33 per cent. increase. If the amount of money spent in the mains, which 
Was very small indeed, is taken into account, it shows that the old works 
were beginning to develop themselves in an extraordinary manner, and 
that this increase arose from old mains. In 1843, we laid out in pipes and 
gas-mains £403. 13s, ld. In 1844, the amount of gas consumed was 
£3503. 6s. 11d. ; the outlay on gas-mains in two years having been £706, 
shows an increase of 70 per cent. on the subsequent years, evidently proving 
that the consumption ys gas could not have arisen from an extension of 
mains, but must have arisen from the mains already laid down. In the 
year 1845, I find that there were pipes for the extension of gas to the extent 
of £2766, showing that an extension was then necessary for mains. What 
I sold for £50,000 in 1842, appears to have been rendered capable of pro- 
ducing a omy revenue of £12,000 in 1856, by the additional outlay of 
£33,000. The concern was sold by me at a time when only a small outlay 
Was required to develop the larger profits, and that outlay of £33,000 
spread over the whole period. 1 want to see the same thing done for water 
as for gas, because there is no denying the fact that, during that time, we 
have been able to give a and bountiful supply to the inhabitants of 
Birkenhead and Claughton. The demand became greater than the supply ’ 
and the question arose in my mind three years ago, what steps should be 
taken. I got Mr. Hawksley to spend a couple of days with me, and he 
went over the whole district of Birkenhead and Oxton. He pointed out to 
me the same spots which he recommended to the commissioners as the 
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spots on which he should construct the works. I opened negotiations with 
the commissioners for the purchase of a piece of land, but they coupled it 
with such conditions, and placed us under such restrictions and restraints, 
which I thought no public company ought to consent to, and, therefore, 1 
did not buy. I again saw Mr. Hawksley, who was amazed at the increase 
in the population which had taken place and the progress that was develop- 
ing itself. The value of those works cannot be ascertained until four or five 
years more have elapsed ; it can only be estimated. We are ready to meet 
the demand to the extent of double or treble the present population. We 
have expressed our willingness to deal with the commissioners for the pur- 
chase of the works on reasonable terms. Up to Mr. Mallaby’s death, we 
kept the concern to ourselves. It is true that the shares changed hands, 
but that was merely for a er ogg pe Until Mr. Mallaby’s death, 
no shares were sold in the market. He had a large interest, and my brother 
had a large interest. The propositions of the commissioners. were what I 
could not conscientiously ask my co-proprietors ‘to consent to. Those pro- 
posals were contained in the report of the parliamentary committee, and they 
are to this effect : “ Without entering into further objections to the pro- 
posal which might be urged, the committee deem it best to state at once what 
they consider ought to be the basis of any arrangement between the commis- 
sioners and the gas and water company:—l... That an account be made out 
showing the real outlay of the construction of the works, year’by year; the 
annual rental from December, 1842, to the 31st day of December, 1856; and 
the net devisable earnings of the company on each year's working, after 
making due allowance for wear and tear, and renal of plant. 2. That 
such accounts, after verification by accountants chosen’ by the commis- 
sioners and the company (one by each, with reserved powerto add an um- 
pire in case of dispute), be handed over to arbitrators, one appointed by the 
commissioners, and one by the company; and an umpire chosen by them- 
selves, whose duty it will be to find the fair marketable vals of the pro- 
perty, as between the commissioners and the company, such:valuation to | 
be binding upon both parties, and to form the capital stock upon which in- 
terest will become chargeable, as hereinafter provided. 3. That the mains: 
which the company have laid down, and the works erected’ by them, shall 
at the time of such valuation be amply sufficient—as stated:in Mr. Jack- 
son’s letter—to supply the whole district, when fully built upon, with gas | 
and water, without any further expenditure of capital; and that the com- | 
pany shall satisfy the arbitrators on this point. 4. That bonds, im a form 
to be agreed upon, shall be issued by the commissioners, for the value 
of the property, as ascertained under article 2, bearing a fixed in- 
terest of 5 per cent. per annum, and that the due payment of such bonds, 
and of the interest thereon, shall be secured to the company by a) 
charge upon the property itself, and by a gas and water rate im aid, of not | 
more than 1s. in the pound, upon the rateable property of the district, such | 
rate to be levied only in the event of there being a deficiency in the net | 
income of the works to provide for the payments aforesaid, or’ for the ex- | 
tension, or other absolute requirements, of the works. 5. That the commis- 
sioners shall have the power, by borrowing on the same security, or other- 
wise, to redeem such bonds at par, at any time, on giving six months’ 
notice, the amount redeemed, under any one notice, not to be less than 
£5000. 6. That the bill alluded to in Mr. Jackson’s letter, as having been | 
read a second time in the House of Commons, be at once withdrawn, and | 
that the commissioners and the company take steps to obtain the sanction | 
of Parliament, in the session of 1858, to a bill for authorizing the sale and | 
purchase of the property in question, on the basis as above set forth.” The | 
districts comprised in the bill are in urgent want of water. I purposely | 
kept aloof from the owners of property from whence we were to draw our 
supply under this bill, and also from the inhabitants of the district, in order | 
that the proposal which I submitted should be entertained, and we might | 
not be thought to put ourselves in a position to serve ourselves, and to have 
left all the out townships in the lurch. If these out townships desire to 
have water, this is the opportunity for them, and I should be very glad to 
make this the nucleus of an arrangement. | 

Cross-examined by Mr. CAtvertr: My opinion is that power should be | 
vested in public commissioners to regulate gas companies, provided the | 
power is exercised with care, so as to prevent jobbery going on. I object 
to answer the question as to what my interest in the company is, at the 
present time. 1am unwilling to inform the committee how many shares I | 
am registered for in the company. This is the share-register book; I stand 
registered for 32 old shares; they are £50 shares. I am interested in 1000 
shares which stand in other people’s names. | 

— many of those shares standing in other people’s names belong to 
you 
. Mr. Monk objected to this line of examination. 

Mr. CALVERT was heard in support of the question, and contended that 
it was one that ought to be answered. 

Mr. Mon« was heard in reply. 

Mr. Grecory claimed to be also heard in support of the question. 

Mr. Monk objected to Mr. Gregory being heard, on the ground that he 
appeared for a shareholder in the company; and therefore, as such, could 
not oppose the bill. | 





Mr. GreGcory thought that the objection was taken too late, as the in- | 
quiry had been going on for two days. 

The CuarrkMAn wished Mr. Calvert to show how the cross-examination 
bore on the question before the committee | 
Mr. Catverr replied, that he was anxious to show the committee the 

exact interest which Mr. Jackson possessed in the company. 

After a short consultation, the chairman stated that the committee were | 
anxious that Mr. Calvert should obtain every useful information; but, at 
the same time, they were bound to take care that no private affairs were | 
unnecessarily exposed. 

The Witness: I may state that I can command the votes of 1000 shares. 

Mr. Catvert stated that he only wanted to know the amount of property | 
Mr. Jackson held in the company. 

The CHarrMan said that the committee were disinclined to allow this 
line of examination to be pursued any further. 

Examination resumed: I suggested to the commissioners the propriety of | 
having a supply of gas and water. I had a strong impression on my mind, 
without being in communication with the commissioners, of the necessity | 
of getting a supply of gas, and also a supply of water. I never made any | 
official communication to the Board of Commissioners before my tender | 
went in. I never had any discussion with the commissioners on the subject 
of the works reverting to them. Whatever were their motives or feelings | 
individually, I know not. I.sent in my tender. Mr. Mallaby was, at that) 
time, clerk to the commissioners. I have no recollection of his informing | 
me that the works should revert to the commissioners in after times. Mr. | 
Mallaby had an interest in the works after the bill was passed. He lent | 
me money to carry on the works. Mr. Mallaby had not the slightest inte- | 
rest in the contract I made with the commissioners in 1840. Mr. Mallaby | 
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never claimed any interest in the least in the contract of 1840. The first 
claim of Mr. Mallaby arose at the time of carrying on the works under 
the contract. I had my money locked up in the mercantile firm of which I 
have spoken, and I could not draw it out; so I applied to Mr. Mallaby to 
advance me money. Mr Mallaby was to have the option of taking a 
third, my brother John a third, and myself a third. From time to time 
I told Mr. Mallaby that he should have a third. Those times began 
after the contract. I wanted the money. We went on till the bill got 
before Parliament, and was in the House of Lords; and I then decided 
that Mr. Mallaby should select his position, and either come into the con- 
cern or not e were working with capital supplied by Mr. Mallaby and 
my brother John, and I gave them both to understand that they should 
have shares in the undertaking. Icannot tell whether Mr. Mallaby informed 
the commissioners that he had promises of shares. When the bill passed 
there were no shareholders besides Mr. Mallaby, myself, and my brother. 
Our shares were entered in the register. The shares remained in our hands 
till the year 1848. I was the sole promoter of the bill of 1841; but I had 
other names in the bill besides. I paid the expenses of that bill, and con- 
sidered that billas mine. There was no evidence required, as the bill was 
merely to incorporate the company and give it a more secure position. 
Petitions against the bill were sent in from the out districts; but, after dis- 
cussion, the petitioners were satisfied with a clause being inserted that we 
should not enter those districts without the consent of the ratepayers. The 
shares were first divided into three parts on the Ist of January, 1842. 
Certain persons put down in the bill as being shareholders, but I knew 
at the time that what they did was fictitious. Caroline Hughes, my 
wife’s sister, had no shares; Sarah Hughes, my mother-in-law, had no 
shares; neither had Samuel Highfield, my sister’s husband. Joseph Roberts 
was a& young man, an apprentice of mine in former years, In 1842, 
the concern was transferred from myself to three partners, of whom I was 
j one. A valuation was made of the works I transferred to the company; 
the valuation was not in writing—it was merely a conversation between 
| myself and Mr. Hedley. For the money that I owed Mr. Mallaby, he had 
an interest to the extent of one-third. Money passed between us. Mr. 
Mallaby became entitled to one-third of the concern. In order to legalize 
the documents of transfer, money did pass in my house in Birkenhead 
to the extent of £50,000. It was done as a mere matter of form, to legalize 
the documents; but it did not affect the interest of either of us. I took 
one-third, my brother took one-third, and Mr. Mallaby took the remainder. 
The register of the shares ishere. The number of shares placed in my name 
was 667; in John Jackson's name, 667; and in Mr. Mallaby’s name, 666. 
It was a nominal transfer from one os to the other for the purpose of 
| making what Mr. Mallaby considered a legal obligation. All the names in 
j the bill were matter of ornament, and were lent to me and used by me 
to get that bill passed. The persons named in this Act as directors 
| never undertook to take a single share. The first meeting of the company 
‘took place on the 19th of August, 1841. On that occasion I, Mr. Mallaby, 
and John Jackson, met. At that meeting there was a resolution that 
calls should be made, to the extent of £50,000, for the purpose of the 
works. All the rules in section 32 of the Act were set at defiance, 
because we three were the only shareholders, and no one was injured. 
We borrowed a sum of money on behalf of the company in 1843. In 
order to borrow money for the company, we must have a certificate that 
half the capital is paid up. By section 38 there is power for the com- 
pany to borrow £33,000 after one half of the capital is paid up. £20,000 
was borrowed on the 8th of July, 1844, and £14,000 afterwards. In 1844, 
the loan is represented as £33,400; and in 1852 we borrowed £33,000; we 
paid off £400. We borrowed that at 43 per cent. In 1844, about £2200 
was spent in the construction of works; in 1845, about £15,000; in 1846, 
£10,000. There was a call of 2s. 6d. per share on the 19th of February, 
1842; 3s. 6d. per share on the 3rd of May, 1842; 10s. per share on the 30th 
of September, 1842; 15s. per share on the 30th of March, 1843; and £1. 15s. 
per share on the 21st of March, 1844. The shareholders increased in 1848, 
when there were two fresh shareholders introduced. Mr. Mallaby’s shares 
were transferred to them. The number went on increasing until, in 1853, 
when there were 31 shareholders in all. Mr. Mallaby's shares have been 
distributed among the new shareholders, but myself and my brother have 
retained very nearly the same amount of shares that we originally had. 
I cannot say whether the works that we made in the first instance were 
|made by contract, nor whether they consisted of nine 15-inch retorts. 
| if my memory serves me right, I paid Mr. Steel, the manager of the 
| Liverpool Gas-Works, £400 for commission alone. The actual expenses 
| that'were incurred before the 1st of January, 1842, were from £15,000 to 
£20,000, with which I bought land and pipes, erected works, and got into 
| possession of those different articles of property which I transferred to the 
company. I took a commercial view of the matter, and I found I was per- 
fectly justified in placing that which I held at a value of £50,000, and the 
| result has agra that I was right in fixing that value upon it. I think it 
| is quite right for anybody to buy at one price and sell at another. The 
| gas fittings are to be dealt with as part of the profits of the concern. In 
| truth, the account filed with the clerk of the peace to that extent is not 
| correct. I have been chairman of the company during all this period, and 





























have not known what statement has been filed with the clerk of the peace. 
| ' I never thought it my duty to see that a proper statement was left with the 
| | clerk of the peace, as I considered that was the business of the treasurer, 
whose duty it was to file the accounts. We are not going to call the clerk 
| of the peace to show whether we have complied with the provisions of the 
‘| Act of Parliament. I do not undertake to say that the requisitions of the 
|| Act of Parliament, with reference to having the accounts filed with the clerk 
of the peace, were complied with in 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, or 1846. 
|| Notice‘was sent by the commissioners in 1846 that they were going to apply 
|| for a bill to take the works. If the accounts have not been filed, it is negli- 
\| gence and perfectly inexcusable. I do not know of any reason why they 
‘| were not filed. It may be the case that no accounts were filed in 1847, but 
| | I cannot undertake to register in my mind what occurred ten years ago. I 
may have told the surveying officers, or the preliminary inquiry of 1847, 
'! that 1 knew the requisitions of the Aet were not complied with. ‘Till 1847, 
'| when attention was called to the subject, no account was filed with the 
|| clerk of the e. In 1847, there was a considerable agitation as to the 
| re-election of commissioners, and some of them who were favourable to the 
+! bill then before Parliament lost their election. In order for the ratepayers 
‘| to vote, the rates must be paid, and rates were paid out of the funds of the 
'! company to the amount of £140. Mr. Mallaby sent in a bill for £982 for 
| his services in respect of the contest, and another for £600. The benefit 
| the company got by paying the rates of the voters was, that they prevented 
the commissioners being re-elected who were in favour of the bill These 
| expenses were added to capital, and bear dividend 
|| The committee here adjourned until twelve o'clock the following day. 
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The committee resumed their inquiry this morning at twelve o'clock. 
William Jackson, Esq., M.P., further cross-examined by Mr. CALVERT. 

The company purchased lands besides what they required for the works. 
Mr. Frederick Hirth was the auditor before Mr. Whittingham, prior to 1841, 
For many years we had no auditor. I called the attention of Mr. Mallaby 
to the fact, and he appointed Mr. Frederick Firth to be auditor. The charges 
brought by Mr. Mallaby, in 1847, were Ys against capital. I consulted 
Mr. Hedley, the engineer, about transferring the works to the veg yo 
about the first year of the contract. He gave me no opinion before | too 
the contract. He gave me no written report upon it. I did not ask him for 
any. The practical man I employed to construct the works was Mr. Henry 
Steele. I dare say he entered into a contract to construct the works. I 
have not got the books with me which will tell me what the prices in the 
contract were. I think, if I recollect right, that it was not done by contract. 
I negotiated with one party for the purifiers, with another party for the con- 
densers, and with another party for the builders, and the aggregate sum paid by 
me amounted to £8000 or £9000. I cannot tell accurately, because I have not 
got the books. I could have been prepared to render the committee an ac- 
count of every sixpence I laid out had I been aware that I should have been 
questioned about it. I never anticipated that I should have been asked 
about the expenses of the works. ile embarking in the speculations of 
Birkenhead | was an African merchant, considerably engaged in the barter 
trade. That was not a business which gave me any knowledge about ma- 
naging works of this description. The commissioners at Birkenhead ma- 
nage a ferry, which is not, in my opinion, well managed; it would be much 
better managed by private individuals. If the commissioners leased their 
rights to a company, the company would give much better accommodation 
at a lower price, and the public would have greater advantages than they 
now possess. There are private ferries on the river. I think, in pak 
to the amount of traffic that goes over them, they are quite as well managed 
as the ferry of the commissioners. The commissioners bought a lease of 
the ferry from a joint-stock company. I negotiated, on behalf of a railway 
company, for the purchase of that ferry, but they found that they could not 
hold it under their Act of Parliament, therefore I stepped in and became the 
purchaser myself. 

Re-examined by Mr. Monk: I am able to state, from memory, that in 
placing the expenditure at £15,000, I am quite within the mark. I paida 
commission, but I am not certain whether it was 4 or 5 per cent. I wish to 
state that, when the charges for gas were 10s. per 1000 cubic feet, 1 reduced 
it to 8s. 4d., from 8s. 4d. to 7s. 6d.,from 7s. 6d. to 6s. 8d., from 6s. 8d. to 5s. 10d., 
and I made the reductions at a time when we were only paying 1 or 2 per 
cent. upon our capital. 

Mr. CALVERT then stated, that the duty devolved upon him of address- 
ing the committee upon behalf of the Birkenhead Commissioners. All he 
had to concern himself with was the preamble of the bill, which was very 
short in the first instance, but was shorter now. There was first a state- 
ment of the nature of the company originally, then a statement of so much 
capital paid up, and then a statement as to the construction of the gas and 
water-works. Mr. Hawksley had stated that the additional expense re- 
quired for water was £107,000, and for gas £40,000 The company asked 
about £234,000; and then they sought to gain powers for raising the 
difference between £500,000 and £266,000. The difference they asked for 
exceeded what Mr. Hawksley suggested was necessary by about £87,000. 
The committee would observe that the unexpended capital was £7500, 
and the value of the land they had got was £7500; or, in other 
words, that their assets in hand were about £15,000. His (Mr. Calvert's) 
case, was one that did not require any answers by witnesses, and 
he did not, therefore, mean to go into any evidence. He inquired, in 
the first instance, what was the nature of Mr. Jackson's interest 
in this undertaking? Mr. Jackson first stated that he had 32 shares 
of his own, and was altogether interested in 1000 shares; so that, as 
chairman, he was at the head of the company, with unlimited powers. 
There had been cases in which men in a high station, but who were per- 
fectly unacquainted with the business of the companies, became chairmen; 
and it was quite absurd that gentlemen in such a position could manage 
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the affairs of the companies properly. There were certain advantages in 
having men of rank and position who were acquainted with habits of 
business. Mr. Jackson had been brought forward as being well acquainted | 
with mercantile affairs; and a gentleman in his position, occupying the} 
position of chairman of the company, must be regarded as being pertectly | 
cognizant of the transactions of the company, just as if he were conducting 
a large brewery, or any other large concern in this town. Mr. Jackson, 
being the owner of this amount of stock, must, with his brother, be regarded 
as cognizant of all the transactions which took place; and to their charge | 
must be laid such irregularities as the committee would see were committed | 
in the conduct of the company. He (Mr. Calvert) submitted that the) 
scheme before the committee was defective, as it did not give the com- | 
missioners of Birkenhead, or any other public body, such power and} 
authority as would prevent any irregularities from being committed in} 
future. He should press upon the committee that the preamble of the bill | 
must fail upon that ground, if not upon any other. The committee would | 
recollect that the contract was made in September, 1840; and it must not} 
be forgotten, that in August, 1839, from the very first transactions of the | 
company, the elause by which the works of the company should come back | 
to the commissioners, was made an essential object at the meeting of| 
the commissioners. In the vonditions that were. advertised, that was| 
made an essential point. It was in answer to those conditions that! 
Mr. Jackson made his application. He was aware of the character of 
Mr. Mallaby, who was, to say the least, an untrustworthy person; he! 
was acting without the knowledge of the commissioners, and was, to a, 
certain extent, acting on each side. It became Mr. Jackson's duty, under || 
such circumstances, to see that the commissioners were aware of what they || 
were about. The works were not to go back at any definite price, but at a! 
price to be established by arbitration. The contract was executed without 
any clause of revertence, and, therefore, to Mr. Jackson's knowledge, the in- | 
tentions of the commissioner were defeated by the intervention of Mr. Mal-| 
laby. Mr. Jackson must have been perfectly well aware of the great dis-| 
advantage in which the commissioners were placed, in having as their agent | 
a gentleman more or less connected with Mr. | himself, and who must | 
be considered as playing a double part, with respect to the commissioners. | 
Mr. Jackson said that he himself was sole owner of these works until | 
1842. The truth, as he distinctly stated to the committee, was, that imme- | 
diately after the contract Mr. Mallaby began to supply him with money, and | 
he began in connexion with his brother; and before the bill passed, it was @ | 
transaction in which Mr. Jackson was to have one share, his brother another | 
share, and Mr. Mallaby the other share. If the commissioners of Burken- | 








head had known exactly what was Mr. Mallaby’s position, it might have put | 








them much more on their guard with reference to the bill which was about 
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to pass affecting their interest. Mr. Jackson seemed to suppose that these 
were mere parliamentary irregularities. Ifthe bill had stated what was the 
truth, it would have been this:—Whereas William Jackson is in possession 
of certain works, and whereas it is proposed to form a company which shall 
supply Birkenhead with gas and water; and whereas a contract has been 
exitered into between this company and Mr. Jackson for the purchase of his 
works at such and such a sum; then they said it was expedient that that 
shall be carried into execution. All that it said was that it would be a source 
of great advantage to the inhabitants to have a more constant supply of 
water than they now enjoy, and it was desirable to carry into effect the 
beneficial objects aforesaid. A great deal depended upon the character of 
the individuals who embarked in works of that description. What was the 
case with regard to the present bill? Out of seven or eight persons named 
as shareholders there were four or five who had not the slightest interest in 
\the company. The object of having the names mentioned in the bill was, 
| that persons who were interested in the welfare of the town might know the 
| character of the individuals, and consider whether they should ~ 4 before 
‘the committee and dispute the expediency of granting it to them. The 
| committee would see that, with reference to the persons composing the un- 
| dertaking, there was a distinct statement, inaccurate from beginning to end; 
| for the fact was, that out of eight persons only two were interested in the 
| concern, and six were stated quite fictitiously. It had been stated that the 
| works were bought at an expense of £50,000. Mr. Jackson himself says 
| that the expenses actually incurred were only £15,000 or £20,000. Mr. 
| Jackson ought to have been able to have stated the exact sum. Taking it 
| at £20,000, upon what authority does Mr. Jackson ie £30,000 into his 
| pocket? Upon the result of a conversation which he had with a gentleman, 
who was not concerned professionally, and who, therefore, could not be 
considered responsible, he put the concession at a value of £30,000. They 
did not take that step which was essential, namely, consult an en- 
ineer in a professional point of view. The very engineer who now comes 
‘orward, and who says he 5 s with full and complete information on the 
subject, instead of putting it at £30,000, with all his bias in their favour, 
puts it at only £10,000. The mode of raising their capital was entirely 
illegal. He (Mr. Calvert) contended that the £30,000 was as illegally levied 
as any money ever was. Mr. Jackson stated that many things were done 
inaccurately in parliamentary matters Such irregularities as had been 
committed by this company had never been equalled, and, if committees of 
the House of Commons did not seize the first opportunity of marking their 
sense of a departure from law in matters of that description, the laws and 
orders of Parliament would be treated with ridicule and contempt, and 
must be regarded as of no importance. If they were of no importance, why 
make the orders at all? Surely it was matter of importance to know who 
were the shareholders and directors of a company, and who were the per- 
sons to carry out the trust. The welfare and happiness of towns depended 
on the individuals who were at the head of these institutions. It was a 
frightful injustice committed by the company upon the town of Birken- 
head. If such circumstances occurred it was high time to put a check on 
them, and the way to accomplish that was by the House of Commons 
throwing out such bills as the present. The next breach of the law by this 
company was with regard to the borrowing powers, which was clearly an 
illegal transaction. What was the use of Parliament restricting the time 
when the calls were to be made, if, to suit the convenience of the company, 
all the restrictions were broken through? It was no essential evil to these 
three parties that the call should be made, but it was an evil to the public 
that they did not state the truth in their bill. If Mr. Jackson had stated 
the truth, that he had works which he valued at £50,000, there would have 
been a clause that the company should pay £50,000. Whenever the Legis- 
lature discovered a case like the present, they would hold out a warning to 
men who were guilty of similar conduct by not allowing the bill to pass 
He (Mr. Calvert) could not get the fact about their filing the accounts in 
the office of the clerk of the peace. They ought to have proved it; they 
could have proved it from their books ; it was their duty to produce that 
information, and they had omitted to do so. In the accounts that were 
produced, the gas-fittings profits were included in the sums published in 
the report, because that report went forth to the public, and it would credit 
the company with the public. The treasurer says he included interest. 
He puts no such statement in the account that goes forth to the world 
Mr. Jackson and his brother were the owners of two-thirds of the shares 





jj in the company, and therefore they could not be innocent of that, but were 


responsible for it. Therefore he (Mr. Calvert) contended the committee 
could not trust the gas company to supply Birkenhead with gas, unless 
under the direetion of some public body who should act on behalf of the 
inhabitants. They had been told that Lord Redesdale gave his consent to 
certain - of the bill, but that consent was given on an ex parte state- 
ment. Were those as correct as the other statements that had gone forth 
to the public? If Lord Redesdale had been made aware of the fictitious 
shareholders, the fictitious directory the fictitious excuses for making a 
loan, and the fictitious accounts, he Cit. Calvert) felt sure that his lordship 
would have thrown out the bill. Mr. Hawksley had stated that the gas- 
works were in very good order, and that very little addition need be made ; 
therefore there was no hurry for legislation on the subject. It was for the 
committee to consider whether, under all the circumstances, it was not neces- 
sary to surround the town of Birkenhead with some special protection, by the 
introduction of some public authority. With regard to water, it was essen- 
tially necessary that the same company should supply a large district. The 
company had in their‘hands a considerable sum of money for some time past 
Why did they not spend that money in providing water? Because it was 
not important then. What was the conduct of the commissioners? Mr. 
Hope Scott stated that the commissioners had opposed vexatiously. It was 
perfectly clear that they never appeared against the bill in any a With 
regard to the bill of 1846, the commissioners had discovered Mr. Mallaby’s 
position, and then they came for their bill. The company bribed the rate- 
payers by the payment of their rates, in orderto throw out the commissioners 
who proposed the bill. The commissioners were quite right in March, 1856, 
about the land. They said, “We will not let you have that land, unless we 
can make such stipulations as are necessary tor the welfare of the town of 
Birkenhead.” It was the duty of the commissioners not to allow the com- 
pany to have property belonging to the town, unless the supply of gas were 
arranged upon proper conditions. This proposal was, that they should give 
£250,000 in payment for that which, upon the nominal value of the works 
originally transferred by Mr. Jackson to the company, was worth only 
£133,000. Taking the evidence of their own engineer, it was only £113,000. 
Mr. Jackson said, when he transferred the works to the company, he calcu- 
lated them at 164 years’ purchase; but when it is proposed to transfer them 
from the company to the commissioners, he said he would take it at 25 
years’ purchase. Did not'the commissioners do their duty by refusing such 
& proposal, which was one that could not be listened to, having regard to 








the public interests of Birkenhead? The business of the company was 





proved to have been conducted in defiance of their own Act; and, such 
being the case, it is of the greatest importance that, before any further 
powers were given in respect of the —e of the works, either in 
water or gas, some authority should be introduced into the superintendence 
of the works which should act for the benefit of the inhabitants of Birken- 
head. As the ae oes at present, there was a preponderance of au- 
thority on the part of Mr. Jackson; and no bill could be allowed to pass 
which did not put a controlling power over those who were now managing 
the works, so as to prevent in future such a departure from re my as 
had taken place. There could be no better authority for checking these 
irregularities than the commissioners of Birkenhead, who were a public 
body, who could see that these works were conducted for the benefit of the 
community. Instead of having proved their preamble, the company had 
established a case which the committee would meet with the utmost 
bation; and he (Mr. Calvert) was sure the course which the committee 
would adopt would be to throw out the bill 

The room was then cleared, and, after a deliberation of about 20 minutes, 
the parties were readmitted, when the chairman stated that the committee 
were of opinion that the preamble was not proved. 

Mr. Monx applied that the company might be allowed to pass so much 
of their preamble as related to the sale of land. 

After some discussion, the chairman stated that, the committee having 
come to the conclusion that the preamble of the bill was not proved, the 
proper course for the promoters to take was to apply to the House that the 
bill might be recommitted. 





STOCKTON NEW GAS COMPANY 
AND THE 
STOCKTON GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED) AMALGAMA- 
TION BILL. 
THuRsDAY, JUNE 4. 
(Before Mr. BuLLER, chairman, and Messrs. CueeTHAm, E. B. Kina, 
Baruurst, and R, HanBury. 

Mr. Gray appeared’ for the promoters, and Mr. Venasuers for the peti- 
tioners against the bill. 

Mr. Gray said the object of the bill was to unite and amalgamate the 
Stockton New Gas Company and the Stockton Gas Consumers’ Company, 
and to authorize the united companies to raise additional capital, and to sell 
their plant, mains, and pipes, to the mayor and corporation of the borough, 
if they saw fit to purchase. It also contained clauses giving the requisite 
powers to the corporation to buy upon terms agreed upon. pope 
Tees, a very ancient town and borough, was not lighted with gas until the 
year 1822, when a company was formed for that purpose, which company 
obtained an Act conferring upon them the power to do so; and they then 
erected works in which, very nearly up to the present time, all the gas re- 
quired had been manufactured. By referring to the plans, the committee 
would see that the gas-works of the old company were situated in the town, 
abutting on one of the main streets. At the time of their erection, however, 
the town was not so populous, nor were many of the buildings now standing 
behind them then in existence. This state of things went on till 1846, when 
another Act of Parliament was obtained, repealing the one just mentioned, 
and establishing the “ Stockton New Gas Company ;” and the new company 
bought up the stock and plant of the old company, in accordance with an 
agreement previously made, and which was set out in the Act of Parliament. 
This company had a capital of £7980, divided into 840 shares of £9 10s. 
each; they had also power to borrow £2000 more. All the shares were 
issued, and all the money paid up. In 1849, the company, for the sum of 
£515, bought up 40 shares, thereby reducing the capital.to £7665, repre- 
sented by 800 shares at £9. 10s. each. In 1855, they put up a new 
holder, for which they borrowed £600 on a bond; so that, in June, 1856, 
when their negotiations with the Consumers’ Company took place, their 
total capital was £8265. It was necessary also to mention that they were 
limited as to the amount of dividend which they were to divide, to 10 per 
cent. Taking the average for the number of years they had been in exist- 
ence, they had not reached that maximum, though of late years they 
had done so; and, in consequence, there was a certain sum of £2400 
owing to the shareholders of profits which they had not divided, but 
had employed in extending their mains and improving their works as 
far as they could. The town itself was rapidly increasing, and houses 
beginning to surround the company, it was found that the works were 
too limited to supply the demand. Great dissatisfaction was expressed, 
but they could not, without the expenditure of an unreasonably Jarge sum 
of money, extend the works; and, besides, the situation was felt to be very 
objectionable, so near the centre of the town, and in the immediate neigh- 
bourheod of some of the best houses. In addition to this, there arose in 
1855 a sort of dispute between the company and the corporation, in conse- 
quence of some trespass committed by the former, by encroaching upon the 
public way and laying their refuse pipes in the street outside their works. 
About that time, and probably occasioned in part by this state of things, the 
question of the propriety of establishing another company seemed to arise; 
and certain gentlemen proposed, under the provisions of the Limited Lia- 
bility Act, to carry out the idea, and thus do away with many of the evils 
inseparably connected with the old company. In consequence of some in- 


formation which came to the Mayor, in January, 1856, he brought the sub- | 


ject under the notice of the Town Council on the Ist of February of that 
year. The Town Council appointed a committee te meet the committee of 
the existing gas company, to see if they could come to some arrangement, 
but at that time without any result. The gas company had then been for 
some time dividing 10 per ceut., their capital being £8000; and they would 
not come to any arrangement, except their concern was purchased at a 
valuation, and the corporation declined to treat on those terms. On the 
failure of these negotiations, the Stockton Gas Consumers’ Company was 
formed under the Limited Liability Act, and they entered into a contract 
to supply the streets. Their deed of settlement, which was dated the 20th 
of May, 1856, conferred on them the power of lighting the borough of 
Stockton and places adjacent. He (Mr. Gray) might mention that the old 
company, by their Act, lighted only a portion of the township of Stockton, 
and one or two parishes adjacent. They had power, and did light South 
Stockton—a very considerable district on the Yorkshire side of the Tees; 
and they had also power to light a large village called Norton, about a mile 
and a half off, which they did not avail themselves of; but the limited com- 
pany took power to light not only the borough of Stockton, but the parishes 
adjacent... Their share capital was £6000, which might afterwards be in- 
creased to £15,000, and they had power to borrow £5000 more The £6000 
which was their present share capital, was all taken up immediately, and £6 
had been paid upon each £10 share. About that time, when the deed was 
signed, the old company, finding that their competitors were in earnest, made 
further proposals, and a great many meetings were held, and numerons 
letters passed between them. At last the old company offered to sell their 
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works for £10,000, and £600, which was the amount of the bond into 
which they had entered, as before stated. The Consumers’ Company would 
hot consent to pay this sum, and commenced at once to erect their works 
and lay their pipes. Those works were in a very convenient situation, 
their coals and disposing of their coke. as far as the sanitary con- 
dition of the town and the cx cial int of the company were con- 
cerned, the locality was must unobjectionable. The old company agai 

entered into negotiations with them, and on the 24th of June, 1856, offered 


In fact,. 


+ 





company closed with them for the purchase, On the Ist of July there was 
an pene to that effect entered into between them, which was signed 
by all the shareholders in the old company, and accepted by the new; and 
in that agreement the terms of purchase were fully set forth. One of the 
Conditions, and it was a very important one, was that the new company, 
in purchasing the works, should purchase them not for themselves alone as 

ivate speculators, but in trust for the use of the corporation of Stockton: 

it bad ions been thought about and talked of in the town, 

be an exceedingly good thing if the corporation, instead of private persons, 
had the gas-works in their hands. A large portion of gas was required for 
the public lights—great difficulties there had been between the corporation 
and private gas-makers, and it was felt to be desirable that, if possible, the 
works should pass into the hands of the corporation. The old company 
Were not anxious to part with their profitable concern for the sake of 
putting money into the pockets of other people, but, actuated by a consider- 
able amount of public spirit, they were willing that the corporation should 
be in possession of it; and they ed to sell it for the same price that 
they gave for it, without one farthing profit. The subject was well venti- 
lated in the town ; all parties appeared to be satisfied ; and when the ques- 
tion was brought before the council, they were unanimous as to the expe- 
diency of the measure. Before finally closing the matter, however, a public 
meeting was convened, a ratepayers’ association having been started amongst 
some persons who were dissatisfied with the proposal, and it was thought 


held. On that occasion the matter was discussed pro and con ; those per- 
sons present who were shareholders did not vote, and, although every 
means had been taken by large placards, &c., to excite a feeling against the 
peel, it was ae 
advisable the corporation should purchase the works. The corporation 
themselves, seeing that it would be advantageous for the town, deter- 
mined, at their next meeting, that they would enter into an agreement to 
purchase the works as trustees for the public, provided they could obtain 
the sanction of Parliament thereto. The company themselves were so 
anxious that the corporation should possess them, that they entered into an 


bound themselves to give the corporation the first offer o 


in favour of the proposed purchase; but they recommended that a clause 
should be introduced into the bill before Parliament, limiting the price of 
gas to 5s. 6d. per 1000. When the Town Council came to look into the 
matter, they felt that such a limitation was not advisable, and they struck 


agreement formed a very material feature in the present bill By that 
agreement, which was prepared and, on the 27th ult., gee | signed by 
both companies and the corporation, it was arranged to buy the works of 
the old company at the price.of £10,000, which was the sum the Consumers’ 
Company gave for them, and the works of the latter at their actual cost; 
and it was provided that the agreement should take effect from the 1st of 
December, 1857. There was also an arbitration clause in accordance with 
the company’s Clauses Consolidation Act, 1855, for the settlement of any 
disputes that might arise. The — of matters, therefore, was as follows :— 
The Consumers’ Company had bought up the old company, they had erected 
works in a most advantageous position, upon land leased to them by the cor- 
poration, and had connected the mains of the old company with those works, 
which were so satisfactorily constructed that, since the 1st of March, all the 
gas supplied had been made there, the old works being merely used for the 
storeage of gas; and it was intended, should this bill pass, to remove them 
altogether. The new company did at one time lay down some pipes, find- 
maven they could come to no terms with the other company; but, so soon 
afterwards was the arrangement come to, that they thought it worth their 
while to take them up again, they being as good asnew. They were still 
on hand, and available for the future operations of the company. The 
amount already expended, or for which contracts were in existence, upon 
the new works was £5264. 2s. 7d.; for the engineer and clerk of works, 
£414. 6s. 5d.; secretary and office expenses, £25. 12s. 11d.; and there were 
some preliminary expenses which came to £75. 7s. 5d.; making the total 
£5779. 9s. 4d. To this must be added the cost of a wall which was being 
built around the works, which would cost £166. There was also the cost 
of removing the gasholders and doing away with the old works, estimated 
at £2000, and the cost of the land which they would have to buy; making 
a total of £8545. 9s. 4d. for the new works, and a gross total of £18,545. 9s. 4d. 
From this was to be deducted the value of the site of the old works, which 
was very advantageous for building purposes, and estimated to be worth 


cost would be £15,945. 9s. 4d. Including every possible expense, there- 
‘fore, the utmost that the corporation would have to pay was £17,000. 
‘The great question for the committee to determine was this: “ Is the pur- 
chase a desirable one for the town and borough of Stockton?” It appeared 
that the profits of the concern for the eight months from July, 1856, to 
March, 1857, during which period the two companies had been virtually 
amalgamated, was £1345. 18s. 3d., after paying all the charges for working the 
company. Of course the succeeding four months would not show so large 
a comparative return; but from calculations which had been made it was 
believed that, should the corporation become the purchasers, they would 
realize £750 upon the whole year, after paying interest on money borrowed, 
and all the working expenses of the concern. 

The CuHairMan inquired what borrowed money there would be? 

Mr. Gray: The corporation would have to borrow £17,000 to purchase 
the works with, upon which interest at the rate of 5 per cent. had been 
reckoned in this estimate, after allowing for which, an exceedingly good 
profit of something like 9 per cent. would be realized. It had been suggested 
that perhaps the custom might fall off; but this was not likely, and if it 
did, the expenses of the establishment would be to a great extent corre- 
spondingly reduced. But what had been the facts as to the recent con- 
sumption, of gas? Why, during the period he had mentioned, the united 
companies had had an accession of 113 new customers, and there was every 
probability of a still further accession of business. The town of Stockton 
Was in a most thriving condition, was extending itself in every direction, 





close to the railway, so that the com had great facilities for getting | 
we Pt | supply were in the same hands it would be so much the better. 


mena with three members of the corporation, eyie gee 0 by which | ; 
they the works. | but that, on the contrary, there would be a considerable balance to the’ 


out the clause. They also ordered an agreement to be prepared, which | 


| if the ex: 


to sell their works and privileges for £10,000, upon which price the new | 


that it would | 


| 


| 


advisable to defer closing the bargain until after that meeting had been | fore, left, was the petition of the merchants, manufacturers, owners of pro- 


| 


only by a small majority—that it was | 


On the 27th of February last, the committee of the Town Council reported | 





| of the county of York.” The parish of Stockton-upon-Tees is divided into! 
£2000. There was a stock of pipes on hand worth £600; so that the net | 








and very shortly an extension of the gas-works would be required. The | munerating rate—at 4s. 6d., if we can, or, if possible, at less; but there is 
! 


| of all the sewers, and it certainly seemed desirable that the laying of gas 


corporation were the Board of Health for the borough, and had the control 


pipes should be under the same direction as the drains, so as to prevent those 
unseemly disputes which So arose between —Z manage - 
ments. Indeed, although this bill did not propose to give it, i >= water 
e next 
question was, would it be likely to benefit the ratepayers? Unquestionably, 
tations which he had held out were realized, the consumers of 
gas would obtain a good and cheap supply, and those who were not con- 
sumers would derive a benefit from the profits arising from that supply. 
The first object of the bill, therefore, was to give effect to the bargain into 
which the two companies had entered between themselves, and with that 
object his learned friend (Mr. Venables), who appeared for certain rate- 
payers of the borough, could have nothing to do. The second object was 
to raise a sufficient capital to carry on the concern, and it was proposed to 
do this by the issue among the existing shareholders of £16,000 worth of | 
new shares, with power to borrow as much as one-fourth of the paid-up | 
capital at any time. The bill then proposed to limit the dividend upon the 
resent capital to 10 per cent., and upon the capital to be created, to 74; and, 
tly, it asked the authority of Parliament to enable the corporation to pur- 
chase the works. It was not to be a compulsory power, but permissive, 
upon the terms already agreed upon, the agreement itself being incorpo- 
rated in the proposed Act of Parliament. Some petitions had been pre- 
sented against the bill which he would now notice. The first was from 
the North-Eastern Railway Company, who were the largest customers of 
the company, paying about £150 per annum for their supply. That peti- 
tion, however, had been withdrawn, and the petitioners, finding that the gas 
company had introduced clauses to limit the price and the amount of divi- 
poe gee now give the bill their support. There was also a — 
from the directors and shareholders of the new gas company, the very 
gentlemen who had sold their works to the Consumers’ Company, and who had 
= to give their best support to enable them to get their bill through 
arliament, but that also had since been withdrawn. The only one, there- 


| 





perty, burgesses, and ratepayers of the borough of Stockton, which was! 
met by the promoters by a similar petition in favour of the bill; and it) 
would be found that the former was signed by only 228, while the latter, 
was signed by 348: the adverse petitioners were rated at £3500—those in | 
favour of the bill at about £9000. There were 82 gas consumers petitioning | 
against the bill, and 170 in favour of it. The ground taken by the former, 
was, that they objected to have to pay additional rates; and in this respect 
they were like the rest of mankind, and there was nothing new in the ob- 
jection. They objected to the amount of the proposed capital, which they | 
said would be unremunerative, and be a tax upon the borough fund. He 
(Mr. Gray) had already shown the committee that such was not the case, 


credit of that fund. No doubt if the petitioners meant that by raising the | 
whole of the capital sought to be raised at once, without any increase upon | 
the present consumption of gas, it would be as they suspected; but in taking | 
powers to raise additional capital, it was by no means to be implied that. 
the money would be obtained till the necessity for its employment arose. | 
The new capital would be for the purpose of extension; the necessity for | 
that extension would only arise as the number of customers increased; | 
and if with the present capital a highly remunerative business was 
done, there was no reason to doubt that with increased means, and an 
increased trade, a correspondingly enlarged return of profit would be made. 
The a next alleged that the outlying districts would be supplied 
at a loss. 

Mr. CueETHAM: Was South Stockton, which you now propose to supply, 
within the provisions of the original Act? 

Mr. Gray: Yes; and so was Norton, but it has not been supplied as yet. 

Mr. VENABLES: You are now seeking to extend your limits 

Mr. Gray: Precisely; and it will be for the committee to say whether we 
are a to exercise our powers over a more extended district than we 
te) t. . 

r. VENABLES: I think it will be convenient for my learned friend to 
state what are the proposed new limits. 

Mr. Gray, having referred to and explained the plans, said: In 1852, an 
Act of Parliament was obtained to extend the borough of Stockton, and we 
take additional powers in the present bill, so as to enable us to supply 
the whole. The existing Act states that the limits “ shall be taken to! 
include the town and borough of Stockton and the parish of Norton, in the | 
county of Durham, and the town of South Stockton, in the township of| 
Thornaby, in the parish of Stainton, in the North Riding of the county of 
York;” but I watantent that some legal gentleman has given it as 
his opinion that any house erected beyond the limits of the then town) 
would be beyond the jurisdiction of the Act, and, therefore, in the} 
present bill, we seek to extend our limits in this way: “ That the limits of | 
this Act shall include the existing borough of Stockton in the county of 
Durham, and the several parishes, townships, and other places following, | 
or some of them, 7. e., Stockton-upon-Tees, and Norton, in the county of 
Durham, and South Stockton, Thornaby and Stainton, in the North Riding! 





certain townships, and the township of Stainton is larger than the limits of 
the borough. The whole of the borough is in the township of Stainton, ! 
but the whole of the township is not in the borough. The petitioners say | 
that the outlying districts will be supplied at a loss. We at present supply 
South Stockton at a profit, and there is no reason to suppose that if we 
supplied Stainton we should not be equally successful. We propose in the | 
bill to fix the price of gas within the limits of the borough to 5s., and in 
those places which I may call extra-parochial, we shall charge 6s. 

Mr. CHEETHAM: Would the 6s. price apply to Stainton? 

Mr. Gray: Yes. The bill also contains clauses by which the purity and 
quality of the gas supplied may be readily tested. 

Mr. CueEeTuHAm: Did you insert those clauses after the petitions were 
presented? : 

Mr. Gray: We did; and when it was seen that we had done so, the North- 
Eastern Railway withdrew their opposition. A clause is also introduced limit- 
ing the amount of dividend; so that I hope the objections of the petitioners, 
represented by my learned friend, will fall tothe ground. The arguments 
they employ cut two ways: they say, first of all, our works will be unpro- 
ductive, and we shall come upon the borough funds; and then they pray 
that our price may be cut down to such a limit that we could not help 
coming upon those funds. With regard to the price at which we have 
limited ourselves, I find that the old company, in 1849, charged 6s. 8d.; in 
1850, 5s. 10d.; from 1851 to 1854, 5s.; and since 1854 they have charged 
4s. 6d. It is said, “Why not limit yourselves to 4s. 6d.?” We say, No; it 
is not reasonable; we will continue to supply at the cheapest possible re- 
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no reason why we should be tied to that price. The neighbourhood is ra- | 
pidly being surrounded with iron-works, which consume large quantities of | 
coal, and render that article very dear; the necessaries of life have much | 
increased in price; the rate of wages for labour is higher than it was; and, | 
|if we are limited to 4s. 6d., although it may be remunerative at the present | 
moment, in ten years’ time it may involve a heavy loss, and we | 
|shall have to come upon the borough fund to make up the deficiency. 
The petitioners then say that “the amount of capital expended upon 
the new works was improvidently and inition expended.” That 
will be for them to prove: we say not. Then they say that “works 
of a better kind would cost less than the corporation are going to 








give.” That may be possible, and therefore I shall not deny it, supposing 

| that they were going to start as gas makers de novo, and not purchasing 
|from a company with an established remunerative business, carried on 

| under the provisions of an Act of Parliament. But they are going to bu 

| up an old company, with mains, pipes, customers, and everything at hand, 
except works, which are going to be removed, and for which they will be,to | 
'a certain extent, recompensed by the sale of the site. It must be borne in 
jmind, too, that the Consumers’ Company purchased the other company 
| with the possible contingency of the corporation not buying them again of 
|them; for they did not buy upon the understanding that the corporation 
| were obliged to purchase of them; and, as it was possible that they them- 
| selves might be saddled with both concerns, we may take it for granted 
that they made the best bargain they could for themselves. They say 
|further that our preamble it not proved; but I shall endeavour, by the | 
| witnesses I shall call before you, to make my position good, and show that 
| We are entitled to the Act we ask for. 
| Mr. CueerHam: What evidence is there before the committee that the 
, Corporation are parties to the purchase? 

Mr. Gray: You have no evidence at present, but I shall produce it 

| Mr. CueerHam: You have been speaking on behalf of the corporation? 
| Mr. Gray: Yes; because I have been speaking on behalf of the pro- 
moters, who propose by this bill to obtain powers to enable the corporation 
to purchase the works. 
| Mr. Cuereruam: I see that the clause only gives permissive power. We 
shall want evidence of the assent they give to this arrangement. 
| Mr. Gray: Undoubtedly. All you have heard at present is my state- 
ment. 


Mr. Joseph Dodds, examined by Mr. Gray. 


I reside at Stockton, and am solicitor to the new gas company and also to 
the Consumers’ Company. Iam also a member of the Town Council. I 
appear here for the promoters of this bill, and produce the Act of Parlia- 
ment under which the new gas company was established (9 and 10 Vic., 
c. 216). That Act gives the company power to supply gas to the town and 
borough of Stockton, to South Stockton, and the parish of Norton. South 
Stockton, as well as the borough of Stockton, has been supplied under 
that Act. The company issued 840 shares, which were paid up in full, 
partly by new shareholders at that time and partly by a valuation of former 
works, the company having purchased a former company, called the “ Stock- 
ton Gaslight and Coke Company,” established under an Act, 3rd Geo. IV., 
c 33, according to the provisions of an agreement fully set out in the new 
company’s Act. Another company has been since established, called the 
* Consumers’ Company,” upon the principle of “ limited liability.” The 
new company afterwards bought up 40 shares, reducing their capital to 
800 shares of the total value of £7600 The Stockton Consumers’ Gas 
Company is a limited company. I produce the deed of settlement, also 
the certificates of provisional and complete registration under the old Joint 
Stock Companies’ Act, and the certificate of complete registration under 
the recent Act. Their capital is £6000, divided into 600 shares of £10 
each. They have also power to increase their capital to an amount not 
exceeding £15,000 in the whole. £6 per share has been paid up on each, 
except five, upon which only £4 has been paid. It would most certainly be | 
advantageous that these two companies should be united; for, at present, 
one company being under a special Act of Parliament, and the other under 
the Limited Liability Act, we are obliged to keep a separate set of books, 
a separate staff of officers, &c.; and, though in reality they are now 
both one, the establishments are obliged to be kept distinct, which oc- 
easions extra trouble and expense. Of course, the public are interested, as 
well as the shareholders, in keeping the expenses as low as possible ; 
In 1852, by an Act of Parliament called “ The Stockton Extension and Im- 
provement Act” (15 Vic., c. 18), the borough of Stockton was extended, 
which affected the company then in existence in this way: that under their 
Act they were empowered to light the borough of Stockton, which was not 
one-half of the town; and, by the extension of the borough, the company 
had not power to light the whole; which state of things they seck to re- 
medy by the present bill. The town is rapidly increasing, and the con- 
sumption of gas Jikewise. During the last eight months we have had an 
addition of 113 customers. I think it is exceedingly desirable, without re- 
ference to the proposed purchase of the works by the corporation, that the 
two companies should be amalgamated. I am acquainted with all the cir- 
cumstances in reference to the negotiations between the companies and the 
corporation. The first time the subject was formally mentioned was at a 
meeting of the Town Council in February, 1856, when the mayor stated 
that he had received a letter intimating that the proprietors of the new gas 
company were disposed to treat with the corporation for the sale of their 
works. Before that time very considerable differences had existed between 
the corporation and the company, the former having directed the removal 
of some pipes which the old company had placed outside their works. The 
company claimed the ground as their own, and brought actions against the 
Corporation and the surveyor. That company’s works are very disadvan- 
tageously situated, and are very limited, occupying an area of about 1300 
square yards only; and they have no power to extend them. The corpora- 
tion then appointed a committee to negotiate with the company, to ascer- 
tain upon what terms they would sell; but, as they would only do so by 
valuation, the negotiation fell through at that time. [Witness produced 
copies of the corporation minutes, which were read.| The Consumers’ 
Company had been talked about before then; but, failing to come to terms 
with the existing company, it now assumed vitality. It was understood 
that it was because of some intimation of an intended new company, that 
the offer was made to the coporation. 

Mr. CHEETHAM: I was going to ask, what induced the existing company 
to offer to sell? 

Witness: 1 believe it was because of the steps then being taken. 

[The witness then, at some length, deposed to the facts set out in the 
speech of counsel for the promoters as to the course of negotiations, and 
read many of the clauses in the agreement for amalgamation of the two 
companies. ] 

Examination continued: A special meeting of the Town Council was 








completed the purchase of the other company’s works for the sum of 
£10,000, another offer was made to hand over the whole to the corporation 
on the terms stated. The Town Council, on that day, appointed a com- 
mittee, for the purpose of procuring all needful information as to the cost 
and probable income from the works, which was in accordance with 
a suggestion which we made. requisition was also presented to the 
mayor to convene a public meeting to consider the matter. That re- 
quisition, which was signed by some of the persons who had sold 
to us in the previous July, stated that “the undersigned burgesses 
are of opinion that the subject of the purchase of the gas-works re- 
quires great consideration, and ought not to be decided upon until it 
has received the sanction of the burgesses.” At that meeting, the old 
shareholders were requested not to vote. I attended, and made a state- 
ment as to how the negotiations and bills were previously circulated, in 
which it was stated that it was only a scheme, that we were —_—- a 
bad concern, and ought to get out of it. The result, however, was that, by 
a majority of 46 to 44, the meeting approved of the contemplated purchase 
by the corporation. There are about 1500 ay qs but the whole number 
voting on that occasion was only about 90. r that, at a meeting of the 
Town Council, the committee of inquiry reported that it would be most 
advantageous to make the purchase; they also reported the resolution of 
the public meeting on the subject. The Town Council almost unanimously 
adopted the report, the only dissentients being two of the persons who sold 
to us in the previous July. 

By Mr. CuEETHAM: Since then there have been a few changes in the 


| council. At the election in November this matter was referred to, and one 


of the directors of the old company was brought forward, but rejected, and 
two or three elected without opposition. 

By Mr. Gray: The infusion of new blood into the council did not make 
any difference in the feeling of the corporation, and the subject was not 
brought forward again till the bill was printed. Onthe 6th of Feb > 
I, at the suggestion of the amalgamated company, submitted this bill to the 
council, who referred it to acommittee. That committee was composed of 
the mayor, two gentlemen who had been directors of the old company, two 
who had been directors of the Consumers’ Company, and three impartial 
persons. On the 27th of February, the committee, having considered the 
subject, reported as follows:—* The committee appointed at the last quar- 
terly meeting of your body to examine the provisions of the ‘ Stockton Gas 
Act, 1857, beg leave to report that they met in pursuance of your resolu- 
tion, and took the provisions of the bill into their consideration, and, after 
hearing the arguments adduced for and against the measure, have come to 
the resolution that they consider the bill a fair and reasonable measure, but 
they recommend to its promoters (with a view of preventing misconception 
in its future stages) that a clause should be introduced limiting the price 
of gas to private consumers, not to exceed 5s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, and 
on this being complied with they beg to report in favour of the bill.” The 
council upon this resolved that the report be received and adopted, with 
the omission of the clause proposing to limit the maximum charge for gas 
to 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and agreed to petition Parliament in favour of the 
bill. In consequence, an agreement was entered into between the compa- 
nies and the corporation, bearing out the former agreement in its terms, 
which agreement is inserted in the schedule to this bill, at the 
suggestion of Lord Redesdale. The prayer of the corporation petition 
is that the bill may pass into law. It is sealed with the corporation 
seal, and it states “ that your petitioners believe that the manufacture of 
gas by the corporation, and the supply at a reasonable price, will be a source 
of profit which will be serviceable to the borough; that it will not be neces- 
sary, as they believe, to raise any rate to pay for the purchase or the interest 
of money, &c.” I do not anticipate that the borough fund will ever be 
called upon to contribute to the maintenance of the works. I believe that 
the petition of the inhabitants in favour of the bill is signed by 347 people, 
the large majority of whom are gas consumers. In the billas it now stands 
there is a clause to limit the price of gas in the borough to 5s., and beyond 
the borough to 6s. On the introduction of that clause the North-Eastern 
Railway Company, who are large consumers, withdrew their opposition. 
The legal position of things in reference to the companies at the present 
time is this: the same gentlemen who form the Consumers’ Company 
(limited) have purchased as individuals, and not as belonging to that com- 
pany, the shares of the other company, and carry on the concern; in fact, 
they are the shareholders under the old Act. 

By the Commirree: We are necessarily, however, keeping up the ma- 
chinery of both companies until the sanction of Parliament is obtained to 
the amalgamation. 1 may state that the directors are the same in both; 
they meet at the same time; but the secretary is obliged to give double 
notices, to keep two minute-books before him, and to enter minutes 
in each. 

By Mr. Gray: Here is the account of receipts and expenditure between 
July, 1856, and March,1857. The profits for that period are £1345. 18s. 3d., 
and the results would have been, in all probability, more favourable had we 
not had the manufacture of gas going on at two places during that period. 

By the Committee: This £1345 profit, supposing the corporation made 
the purchase, would be subject to the payment of interest upon the —_ 
which at 5 per cent., say upon £17,000, would be equivalent to two-thirds 
of that amount, the balance being their net profit. I consider that would 
be a good per centage upon the capital ay ey to be raised. I have no 
data to show the probable returns for the next four months. The profit 
for the year will be, I should think, about £1500 or £1600. 

By Mr. Gray: I do not anticipate that the supply of gas to the outlying 
districts will be unprofitable, because it would not be undertaken unless 
there were a prospect of its being remunerative. Before the sale was made, 
it was proposed to extend the mains to Norton, and we had an estimate 
prepared of the probable cost. South Stockton is a place with a consider- 
able population, and it has been supplied by the old company at 4s. 6d. At 
present we have power to charge what we please, but we do not make any 
increase upon the price paid in the borough. The new bill will limit us 
to 6s. The only limitation we have now is that we must not divide more 
than 10 per cent. In the Consumers’ Company we have not even that 
limit ; but we, as well as gas companies generally, find it advantageous to 
charge as reasonably as possible. In a sanitary gee of view, the works of 
the Consumers’ Company are most unexceptionable ; they are built on ground 
leased from the corporation, and every care was taken that they should be 
properly constructed. The cost of the old works we took at £10,000; the 
amount paid to the contractors, and some preliminary expenses connected 
with the new works, make the total expenditure there, up to the present 
time, £5779. 9s. 4d. Our engineer has suggested that a wall should be built 
round the works, at a cost of £166. That has not been commenced, but it 
will have to be done. In addition to that, the estimated cost of removing 
such portions of the old works as can be made use of, and making the works 
of the Consumers’ Company adequate to the supply of the whole town, is 











held on the 9th of October last, when the Consumers’ Company, having 
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£2000. We have purchased a field of the corporation for £1200, the half of 
which only we shall require; the other half we can dispose of for £600, 
leaving us eight times as much space as we require. The total outlay, 
therefore, will be £18,445, subject to a deduction of £2000 for sale of old 
works and things which it is not intended toremove. Then we have on 
hand a stock of new pipes, procured before the ain, worth £600, 
leaving a net sum of £15,545; to which, however, will have to be added the 
whole of the expenses connected with the formation of the Consumers’ 
Company. I think’the profits arising from the works to the 1st of Decem- 
ber will cover any outlay beyond £17,000. Upon all new capital created we 
are limited to 74 per cent. The 10per cent. depends upon whether we make it 
or not. The 10,000 already paid for the old company’s works has been raised 
among a certain class of aveholders, and the £6000 is distributed among 
another class, but it is all treated as old capital. The corporation will have 
power under this Act to borrow £25,000, and that sum, I consider, will be 
amply sufficient for years to come. I do not consider that the allegations in 
the petition, as to imprudent expenditure in the construction of the works, 
are correct. Our engineer states that they were erected at a low cost. 

By the CommitTeE: As a councillor I am acquainted with the state of the 
rating in Stockton, and I do not consider that, as stated by the petitioners, 
the inhabitants are “ weighed down with rates.” Our rates are 2s. in the 
pound, including the drainage. I do not consider that the ratepayers will 
ever be called upon to contribute to this purchase; quite the contrary, I 
believe that they will be relieved. 

Cross-examined by Mr. VENABLEs: We propose to sell the half of the 
land purchased of the corporation for £600 as building sites. The whole 
extent is about three acres, two perches. The site of the old works is very 
small. Land is valuable in that locality, and I believe that £2000 could be 
obtained for this site with the houses upon it. I know of a smaller site of 
not so eligible a character which has sold for more. The capital proposed 
to be raised is £25,000, including the borrowed money, which must not 
exceed one-fourth. I have taken a very active part in all the nego- 
tiations, as the solicitor of the company; and, as a town councillor, I 
brought the matter before the corporation. I am not one of the purchasers 
under the deed of last July; I am attesting witness to it. Some of the 
shares have been transferred into my name. Whether, if the companies go 
on as they are, I shall be actual holder or trustee for some one else, I do not 
know, nor do I know what course is decided upon if the corporation does 
not purchase : that is an eventuality which has not heen thought of. The 
disagreement between the corporation and the company to which I referred, 
had nothing to do with the price and quality of gas ; but that subject has 
formed matter of disagreement. After the dispute had gone on for some 
time, the corporation advertised for tenders for street lights, and the con- 
tract was taken by Mr. Hornsby, the secretary of the Consumers’ Company. 
It is not true that he was the nominee of the majority of the corporation, 
the company not being then established. He represented the persons who 
constituted the Consumérs’ Company, which was then forming. The 
corporation knew that at the time, and in consideration of it they con- 
tracted with him, and gave him power to open the streets, and the site 
where the works now stand was leased to him. The corporation had just 

reviously purchased the field for the erection of slaughter-houses for £900, 
but the idea was abandoned. The rent they receive for it is £60 per 


annum. 
Mr. VenaBies: Was this Consumers’ Company formed with the idea of 
being a bona fide company ? 
Witness: Beyond all doubt. 


Mr. VENABLES: Was it not formed with the idea of its being transferred 
to the corporation ? 
* Witness: If an arrangement could be made. 

Mr. VeNnaBLes: Was it not an understanding that whatever they did 
should be for the benefit or loss of the corporation? 

Witness: The understanding was, that if an opportunity should ever 
present itself, the works would be transferred to them. 

Mr. VenasEs: Do you know how many shareholders there are upon 
the register of the new company? 

Witness: About thirty. 

Mr. VeNnABLes: And = many of those are members of the corporation? 

Witness: I can tell by referring to the list. (Names given.) There are 
82 members of the Town Council, and 12 of them are shareholders in the 





fy} and seal to — this bill, and 12 who are the selling parties? 
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Consumers’ Company, and 7 are shareholders in the other company. 
Mr. VENABLEs: Consequently, you have a majority in the corporation 
interested in the joint companies; that is, 7 who are bound under hand 


Witness: In saying that 19 are interested, it is not a fact. I should 
deduct from that number the two who voted against it before, Mr. Cass 
and Mr. Romyn, and also Mr. Trousdell; but I cannot tell who are opposed 
to it without referring to the petition. cen 

Mr VeNnABLEs: Was the petition against the bill? Was it not simply for 
clauses as to maximum rate, &c.? Iam instructed that it was not against 
the preamble. 

itness: It is headed, “ Petition against the Bill.” 

Mr. VenaBies: You say that before the limited company was formed 
you had taken an active part in opposing the old company? 

Witness: I believe not. 

Mr. VenaB_es:. Did you not, with some other gentlemen, induce a person 
of the name of Flintoff'to come and lecture on the subject ? 

Witness: I did not induce him. 

Mr. Venasias: Did you pay any part of his expenses? 

Witness: 1 did. 

Mr. Venasuks: Is this Mr. Flintoff’s handbill, issued before the com- 
mencement of his lecture? 

Witness: It appears to be so. 

Mr. VENABLEs read the handbill, which was as follows :— 

GAS! GAS!! GAS!!! 
REDUCE YOUR GAS BILUS! 

A meeting of gas consumers and others interested in the supply of gas within the 
borough of Stockton will be held at the Borough Hall, on Monday, the 28th of January 
inst., at half-past Seven o’clock in the evening, when Grorce F.Lintorr, Esq., of 
Liverpool, the eminent gas reformer, will deliver a lecture, and prove that gas can 
be produced of better quality than that now supplied in Stockton at 50 per cent. less 
cost: and also the liability of the meters at present in use to register very consider- 
ably against the consumer. 

ADMISSION FREE. 


Discussion invited; and gas consumers are particularly desired to attend. 
Stockton, Jan. 26, 1856. 
You say you paid part of his expenses for delivering that lecture ? 
Witness: 1 did. I had forgotten the circumstance. 
Mr. VENABLES: Were you of opinion at that time that it was a correct 
representation that gas could be produced at 50 per cent. less than 4s. 6d.? 








Witness: I really cannot yet express an opinion, but | think it could. 





Mr. Venastes: And yet in this bill you ask for a maximum of 5s. 

Witness: Yes. To produce and to supply are different —e- 

Mr. VenaBteEs: But is not that the meaning of this bill, that gas could 
be sold 50 per cent. cheaper? 

Witness: That is the cost of production. 

Mr. VENABLEs: But is not the obvious meaning of that announcement 
pad ~ ratepayers ought to have 50 per cent. taken off the cost of gas 
to them 

Witness: No, I think not. I think it was intended to show that they 
were not well served by the existing company. 

Mr. VENABLEs: By the agreement of the Ist of July the purchasers 
bought up the shares of the old company, and further agreed to transfer to 
the corporation, if they were willing to purchase, and the necessary power 
could be obtained. Now, was it not the original ‘intention when the com- 
pany was founded that that transaction should be effected? 

Witness: I think not; but it was always contemplated that the time 
would come when such an opportunity would arise. I have already men- 
tioned that, while there was a probability of the corporation purchasing the 
existing company, there was a suspension of operations in reference to 
forming the new company. 

Mr. VENABLEs: Was not the reason for starting the new Consumers’ 
Company to compel the existing company to sell ? 

Witness (hesitatingly): No, I do not know that it was; probably it was. 
I drew up an agreement for your clients, and gave notice to the corporation 
at the earliest opportunity. 

The committee then adjourned. 


Fripay, June 5. 

The committee reassembled at twelve o'clock this day—Mr. BuLLErR in 
the chair. 

a VENABLES was about to resume his cross-examination of Mr. Dodds, 
when— 

The CHarrman said: Mr. Gray, the committee wish me to ask you 
whether the parties are agreed as to the amount of capital which this bill 
should authorize them to raise, as there was some question yesterday 
whether the borrowed capital was to be in excess of the share capital or not ? 

Mr. Gray: The bill is drawn in accordance with all the precedents upon 
the subject, and the borrowed capital is to be in excess of the share capital. 

Mr. Batuurst: It does not appear to me that clause 36 is quite clear. In 
the margin it states that the power to borrow is to be to the extent of one- 
third of the capital, but the clause itself states one-fourth. 

‘ a Donps: It was aitered to one-fourth at the suggestion of Lord Redes- 
ale. 

Mr. VENABLEs: My learned friend and I are quite agreed on the subject 
of the amount of capital. 

Cross-examination of Mr. Dodds resumed: I cannot say that the general 
inducement held out to the council and to the public to support the new 
company was the prospect of getting gas cheaper. When | paid a part of 
Mr. Flintoff's expenses in coming over to lecture to us on “cheap gas” it 
was in connexion with the formation of the Consumers’ Company. As you 
mention that lecture again, I may say that Mr. Flintoff came over to advise 
us as to a suitable site for our works, he having been pointed out to us as a 
man of great experience. I am not aware that we held out to the public the 
prospect of obtaining cheaper gas, nor was the lecturer employed to induce 
the public to believe that there would be. The document you hold in your 
hands is the prospectus of the Consumer's Company, with my name attached 
as solicitor. I remember that it is there stated that, “as a commercial under- 
taking, there cannot be a doubt of the success of the company. The reduc- 
tion in the cost of apparatus, &c., modern improvements, &c., and saving of 
parliamentary expenses are all favourable to the present project, and 
justify the conviction that the company will not only be a profitable 
pecuniary undertaking to the shareholders, but also a permanent and 
substantial boon to the consumers and the public generally.” That might 
mean either a reduction in price or an improvement in quality. The 
meeting of the ratepayers, at which the —- purchase was sanc- 
tioned by a majority of two, was on the 16th of October last. I have 
heard that, during the contested elections in March last, another meeting 
was held; and I think I have seen the handbill produced, announcing a 
“meeting of ratepayers in the council-room of the Town Hall, to ascertain 
the sentiments of the ratepayers upon the following questions:—The im- 
pending gas bill, and the right of the corporation to purchase, &e.” I hap- 
pen to know that the Ratepayers’ Association of Stockton applied to the 
mayor for the use of the council -chamber, and that the mayor granted them 

rmission to hold a meeting there. I was not present at the meeting; but 

was subequently present at a meeting of the Town Council, when the re- 
solution adopted at the public meeting was preseuted. I believe’it was in 
these terms:—*“ That, in the opinion of this meeting, the corporation of 
Stockton should not purchase the gas-works on any other terms than a fair 
valuation by competent parties.” I think, however, you will find that the 
gentleman who presented that resolution stated that he did not agree in the 
object of the parties, and that he did not move any resolution upon the sub- 


ject. The recommendation of the public meeting was in favour of a plan 


which the corporation had distinctly repudiated twelve months before, and 
the gentleman who presented it did not ask the council to assent to it. 

By the CommirtKe: The company offered originally to dispose of their 
works on those terms, but the corporation would not accede to it; and on 
the 16th of October last that proposition was brought forward, and they 
were distinctly told at that meeting that we could not consent to it, because, 
if the valuation were less than what we paid for the works, we should not 
be disposed to sell; and if it were more, we shorfld not feel at liberty to take 
the excess, because it was an express condition that we should only receive 
cost price and simple interest for our money. The same principle which 
the old company insisted upon. the ratepayers were anxious to carry out—— 

Mr. CHEETHAM: Only there was now a new element introduced by a 
purchase having been made. Will you just explain what this Ratepayers’ 
Association is, and how long it has been in operation? 

Witness: It came into operation shortly after the projected purchase of 
the gas-works ; and the impression is, that it was got up by the parties 
who sold to us. One of those parties was chairman of it, and he published 
a handbill on the subject. One of the rules of the association is that no 
member of the Town Council shall be a member of it. I was told, however, 
a few days ago, that it was virtually defunct. 

By Mr. VenaBLes: The gentleman I refer to was elected a member of 
the Town Council last November. ‘The association endeavoured to influ- 
ence those elections. I have no doubt those elections did turn a great deal 
upon this gas question. [The witness was interrogated in reference to 
several individuals who were elected or rejected, as their views on this 
point were known.] 

Mr. VeNABLEs: It was stated two or three times yesterday by the 
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witness that the power to purchase these works by the corporation was 
to be permissive only. I now call the attention of the committee to clause 
67 of the bill as originally printed, which states, “That it shall be lawful 
for the corporation, at any time before the Ist day of October, 1857, to 
purchase, and for the company to sell to the corporation, for such consi- 
deration, and to be paid or secured in such manner as has been or as may 
be agreed upon between the company and the corporation, &c.” (To 
witness.) At that time was there any agreement between the corporation 
and the promoters ? 

Witness : There was an agreement between three members of the corpo- 
ration and the company, and there was a resolution of the Town Council, 
but no formal instrument under seal. 

Mr. Venases: The bill remained in this state until after the petitions 
were lodged ; there is now a very considerable alteration. Can you give the 
reasons for that ? 

Witness : Mr. Richmond, one of the solicitors for the opposition, pointed 
out an objection to it. He said, if terms had been agreed upon they ought 
to be stated. The words “ as may be” were therefore struck out, and “ has 
been or is” introduced. 

Mr. DurnrorpD (parliamentary agent): The first alteration was that 
which the witness has stated. The words “ as may be” were struck out. 


to | gress should be clearly defined, and thereupon the agreement which 
had been entered into was laid before counsel to prepare a deed for the 
corporation, because it was objectionable to put into a bill a clause com- 
pelling the corporation to carry out an agreement which had been made 
with other parties. 


corporation had not taken place ? 

Mr. Durnrorp: Nothing more than that it was understood they would 
be finally the purchasers. 

Mr. VENABLES (to witness): You have read the clause as altered —do you 
still adhere to your statement that the power to purchase is permissive ? 

Witness: I take it that the agreement entered into by the corporation 
will be carried out if the bill passes. 

Mr. VeENABLEs: The MS., clause 67, enacts that it shall be carried into 
effect. Am I right, therefore, in saying that it is compulsory? 

Witness: That is so. 

Mr. VenaBLes: Consequently, if this bill passes, the gas-works will vest 
in the corporation? 

Witness: In the event of their paying the money. 

Mr. VeENABLEs: No, I beg your pardon: there is no contingency at all. 

The Cuarrman: A great deal of time might be saved if the promoters of 
the bill would state what is their object. 

Mr. Gray: At the time the bill was drawn, no agreement had been 
entered into; but afterwards, a bond fide agreement was entered into between 
the company and the corporation, which agreement now stands as part of 
the bill. There was no use in stating an agreement which both parties 
were not bound to carry out. As the bill stands, if they do not pay the 
money, there is an end of it. 

The Cuarrman: We were told before that it was permissive, now we 
hear that it is compulsory. 

Mr. Gray: No doubt it is compulsory under the agreement. 

Mr. Cueeruam: If it is not compulsory, why have more than a general 
clause ? 

Mr. Gray: It was not supposed that Parliament would grant such wide 
powers as that. It was only right that Parliament should know the terms 
on which the purchase was proposed, so as to be able to decide that they 
were fair. 

Mr. CHEETHAM: Both parties being here, I think it is quite right it should 
be compulsory. 

Mr. Gray: And you will observe that the vendors have bound themselves 
to sell at cost price. They believe that they have a very valuable property, 
but, in good faith, they pledge themselves not to make a single sixpence by 
the transaction. 

Mr. Hanuury: If the bill passes the corporation become owners of the 
gas-works? 

Mr. Gray: Not unless they pay the money. 

Mr. VeNABLEs: But the payment of the money is compulsory, for the 
agreement is part of the bill. 

Mr. Cueetuam: I understood before that all we had to do was to say that 
this was a bargain which did not trench upon the rights of the parishioners, 
but now I understand that it is compulsory upon the corporation to buy. 
They must raise the money—there is no question about it. 

Mr. Gray: I do not know that they must raise the money. 

Mr. VeNasces: If this bill passes, they could undoubtedly be compelled, 
by mandamus, to do it. 

Cross-examination resumed: During the time of the preparation of this 
bill I had frequent conversations with the solicitor of the vendors about in- 
serting a clause to limit the price of gas. I have heard that the complaint 
of the petitioners was that there was originally no such limitation. I intro- 
duced that clause because the North-Eastern Railway Company suggested 
it, and Lord Redesdale required it. I did not offer to do it till after the pe- 
titions were lodged. 

By Mr Gray: The corporation themselves had formerly rejected the pro- 
position for such a limitation. The testing and penal clauses were intro- 
duced at the same time as this. Some shares in the old company were 
transferred to me, and I was also a shareholder in the limited company. 
The ratepayers’ meeting did not object to the principle of the purchase, but 
only the terms I have made an estimate since yesterday, with the assist- 
ance of the secretary, as to the probable profit of the next four months’ 
working (from March to July), and find it to be about £270, making the 
total for the year £1615. The estimate is made on a calculation of last 
year’s working, during a similar period, with an allowance for the increase 
of our consumers. 

By Mr. Cueetnam: The old share capital was 840 shares at £9. 10s. each, 
with a maximum dividend of 10 per cent. Those shares have been sold for 
£10,000, or about £12. 10s. per share. The shares have sold for £15 freely 
in the market; and, as trustee, I sold some last year for £15. 5s. We have 
not capitalized any of our profits, except that we call the capital of the old 
company £10,000, whereas it originally stood at £7980. The 10 per cent. 
dividend was paid upon £7600 only, the first value of 800 shares. No re- 
serve fund has been created; they generally laid out the money in extensions. 
A gasholder and large mains were purchased some time ago, which the pre- 
sent purchasers will get the benefit of. I have no doubt that the shares 
would readily be bought by capitalists in Stockton, at the present time, at 
£15. I believe that the management of the concern under the corporation 
will not be as is stated by some—worse than it has been. I speak as one of 








the parties; I know it is a very open qnestion. 





By Mr. Gray: There would not be the slightest difficulty in inserting a 
clause in the bill, if the committee think fit, to — the corporation to 
carry out the agreement, or to absolve the company from it, if the money 
is not paid at the time. The solicitors to the bill are willing to adopt either 
course: to make it binding —— the corporation to complete the arrange- 
ment, or to leave them perfectly free 

Mr. VenaBLEs: It is not an open question for the solicitors to deal with. 
The bill must stand as it does, having been settled by parliamentary au- 
thorities, who, I believe, would not consent to make the purchase per- 
missive. 

Mr. Thos. W. Hornsby, secretary of the amalgamated companies, 
examined by Mr. Gray. 

Corroborated the statements of Mr. Dodds as to capital and works of the 
companies, the increasing demand for gas, the negotiations between the 
companies and the corporation, &c &c. For the year ending the 3ist of 
March, 1856, I find from the books of the old company that the balance of 
the profit and loss account was £710. A considerable t had been ex- 
pended out of revenue, for that year, in pipes, retorts, &c.; about £431 for 
extensions, and £66 for ordinary wear and tear and renewals. I have pre- 
pared an account from the books, from the year 1847, showing the price of 





| gas, the cost of coal, the sum received for coke, the gross income, the total 


My Lord Redesdale said that the terms upon which the corporation were | 


Mr CaretuHam: When the bill was drawn, then, the agreement with the | 





charges, the sum expended in extensions, and the rates of dividend during 
the period, which I hand in. In 1856, the company only divided 5 per cent., 
the balance of profits being retained for contingencies. The report of that 
year says: “ Under existing circumstances, your directors beg to recommend 
a postponement of the usual dividend, and that in the meantime 5 per cent. 
be paid to each shareholder upon the original stock.” At that time compe- 
tition and possible litigation were in prospect, which, no doubt, dictated 
that policy. The gross income in 1847 was £2400, in round numbers; and 
in 1856, £2848; and it has been going on pro rata since then. 

Cross-examined by Mr. VENABLES: The accounts of the companies are 
stiil kept separately, nothing having taken place to alter their legal position. 
I have always understood that the old shareholders were entitled to 10 per 
cent. upon 840 shares at £9. 10s. each. I was aware that they could not 
pay 10 per cent. upon the moneys laid out in extensions. The profits of 
the two companies are not kept separately; something like a resolution has 
been come to between them that the profits are divisable in proportion to 
the capital of each. po | 5 per cent. has been paid since the purchase. 
In their report on the 30th of April, 1857, the directors of the Consumers’ 
Company say, “ Your directors recommend that for the present a sum 
equivalent to 5 per cent. per annum upon £10,000 be paid to the share- 
holders of the Stockton Gas Company on account of dividend, and that in 
like manner a sum equivalent to 5 per cent. be = to the shareholders of 
the Stockton Consumers’ Company, on account of their shares;” indeed, we 
are bound not to take more than vost price for our works and 5 per cent. 
interest if this arrangement is carried out. The total expenditure of the 
new company up to the period of juncture was £5779. 9s. 4d., which does 
not include purchase of site. About £1750 was spent in laying down pipes 
and mains by the side of the old company's; but we have about £600 worth 
of pipes not yet laid down, which are included in that amount. At that 
time there were complaints of a short supply by the old company. I should 
think the number of our customers in Stockton is about 700, and beyond 
the borough 80 or 90. 

By Mr. Gray: Our reserve fund is faithfully kept, and the amount of it 
will be handed over to the curporation. 

By Mr Cueeruam: Our total consumption of gas for 1856 was 8,000,140 
cubic feet, being an increase of 1,250,000. We charge one price to all our 
customers, without any discount to large consumers. We do not use cannel 
coal in the manufacture of gas ; the coal we use yields from 8000 to 9500 
feet of gas per ton. The price of coal last year is put down at 7s. ; it is not 
the same kind we used before, but we had no choice, for, in buying the old 
company, we took their existing contracts, which did not expire till May, 
this year. In consequence of so many blast furnaces having been established 
in the neighbourhood the price of coals has risen ; and it is likely to be 
higher rather than lower. 

y Mr. Venasues : In addition to 4s. 6d. per 1000 for gas we charge 
meter-rent. Up to last October, customers were compelled to buy meters. 
We have since supplied them on hire to occupiers under £10 a year. 

By Mr. CHeETHAM: There is no provision in this Act to prevent another 
company starting, and private individuals may supply themselves if they 
choose. I am not aware that any do so at present. ‘he population of 
Stockton at the last census was 10,700 ; it is now about 12,000. From the 
printed returns I find that at Middlesborough, 4 miles from Stockton, the 
price of gas is 5s. 

Mr. Trotter, examined by Mr. Gray. 

I live in Stockton, and am a magistrate of the county of Durham, and 
also of the North Riding of York. I am a member of the Town Council, 
and have been mayor of Stockton for four consecutive years. I have 
always been of opinion that it was very desirable the corporation should 
have the gas-works in their own hands. With reference to the site of the 
Consumers’ works, the most practical men have given it as their opinion 
that it is most eligible. In a sanitary point of view it is perfectly un- 
objectionable. It would be a great advantage to the town to get rid of the 
old works. [Witness confirmed the facts stated by previous witnesses] I 
have no doubt the present price of gas may be maintained, provided coals 
do not get up. During the last three years they have advanced more than 
one-half; and, with the manufacture of iron in our district, I cannot say 
that they will not rise as high again. This was my strong objection to 
limiting the maximum, for it might lead to difficulties which it was desirable 
to avoid. I do not believe that the purchase of the gas-works by the cor- 
poration will bring a burden upon the borough fund. I think, with the 
present limitation, it is impossible. 

Mr. William Richardson, examined by Mr. Gray. 

T am the present mayor of Stockton, and one of the borough justices; and 
I am sent here by the corporation to assist in promoting the object of this 
bill. I have never been connected with either of the companies. I believe 
it would be very beneficial to the borough of Stockton that the supply of 
gas should be in the hands of the corporation. I am aware of the terms of 
purchase, which I consider fair and reasonable; and I believe a large ma- 
jority of the Town Council are of the same opinion. Among the petitioners 
against the bill there are a few respectable inhabitants, but the greater por- 
tion are not ratepayers in the horough at all. The same cannot be said of 
the petitioners in favour of the bill; they are a very different class of per- 
sons. I am a medical man in the town, and I consider the old works are a 
very great nuisance—sometimes almost intolerable. I was present when 
the corporation came to a resolution to support this bill; and I have ex- 
amined the books with the town clerk, and know that the copy of that re- 
solution produced is acorrect one. Ido not apprehend any difficulty in 
raising the necessary funds to complete the puedes 
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been made for them. It would be to the advantage of the co 














Cross-examined by Mr. Venasies: I do not know whether, since the 
company has been in the market, the shares have risen or fallen; nor do I 
know their present price, or whether any offer of £7 or £8 per — _ 

ration to 
realize a profit from the supply of gas. That profit would go to the borough 
fund; whether it would relieve the ratepayers, I cannot say. 

By Mr. Cuzetuam: In the Town Council we have almost all the direc- 
tors of the old company, and many of the new. If this bill should pass, I 
expect the management of the works would be placed in the hands of a 
committee of old and new directors. 1 do not anticipate there would be any 


‘| difficulty on this point, unless they acted differently as corporators to what 


they did as directors. There is a strong feeling against this purchase on the 

part of a small minority, but certainly not on the part of the large rate- 
ers. 

a Ir. Gray said he had no more witnesses to call; but he would just like 

to say, in reference to the a put by his learned friend, that, no doubt, 

if the gas-works were conducted at a loss, which the borough funds were 

not able to meet, a rate would have to ke made in the town. It was that 


|fact which gave his friend a locus standi before the committee. 


Mr Cueetuam inquired what was done with the surplus of the borough 
fund after paying the charges upon it? 

Mr. Gray said, at ae ee that fund was in debt £1000. The surplus 
arising from the supply of gas would, in the first place, be applied to relieve 
the corporation of that; and, in the next place, it would be appropriated as 
the Municipal Corporation Act directed—in establishing schools, in public 


|} improvements, or in reducing the price of gas to the consumer. 


Mr. Hansury: The purchase of the gas-works may increase the rates, 
but cannot diminish them? 

Mr. VENABLEs: It could never go to reduce the rates. 

Mr.Gray: But if a new sewer had to be built, it would have to be paid 
for out of the rates ; but, supposing there were a surplus in hand from the 
profits of the gas-works, it could be done without calling upon the inhabi- 
tants at all. 

Mr. VeNABLES: Undoubtedly; or the corporation could build a statue 
with the profits. 

Mr. CueetHam: I have a strong case before me. In the city of Man- 
chester, the corporation have an income of £30,000 from the supply of gas, 
which is employed in building new sewers andin beautifying the town, which 
must be in relief of the rates. Would the town of Stockton be dealt with 
in the same way? - 

Mr. Gray: Undoubtedly. 

Mr. Baruurst : Supposing that gas could be produced at a less price than 
4s. 6d., would it be reduced to the consumer ? 

Mr. Gray : It would be to the interest of the gentlemen conducting the 
works to supply at the lowest possible price. 

Mr.Curetuam: I apprehend the price would be regulated by the charges 
made in neighbouring towns. 
annually elected, if there were any complaints on this head, the remedy is 
in the hands of the burgesses. 








As the members of the corporation are | 


Mr. VENABLEs said, it now became his duty to offer opposition to what | 
had been advanced on the other side, and he thought it would not be asking | 
too much if he begged the committee to suspend their judgment until they | 


had heard him. He hoped to show them that there were very gravereasons 


why they should decline to pass the bill in its present shape, or, if their | 


opinion was in favour of it, that they would sanction the insertion of some 


very stringent clauses, for the protection of the ratepayers and consumers | 


against the abuse of power in the hands of the corporation. The rate- 
payers whom he represented were a most respectable body of men, in- 
cluding some of the largest consumers in the town, and they were of opinion 
that the whole of this transaction had been carried on in a most unbusiness- 
like manner, but he was bound to say that there was nothing in his instruc- 
tions which imputed to the promoters any selfish object. They appeared 


here, however, as a majority of the corporation at one time, as shareholders 


in the company at another, and, finally, as the administrators of this system: 
the whole of which, he contended, was so irregular as to suggest grave 
doubts as to the policy of the measure altogether. 
stated that he (Mr. Venables) had nothing to do with the amalgamation be- 
tween the two companies, supposing the bill were confined to that; but in the 

tition which had been presented, it was urged that “ there is no provision 
in the said bill as to the rates to be levied, or the dividends to be paid to the 
shareholders, in case the corporation do not purchase.” ‘Therefore, if the 
committee should agree to pass the first part of the bill, and not the second, 
he contended he should have a right to appear on that ground. The 
amalgamation, whatever might be thought of the policy of it, was now com- 
plete, and the ratepayers only came forward to ask Parliament to protect 
them from any exorbitant charges for gas which might be made under it. 


They were entitled, as ratepayers, to have it ascertained that the capital of 


these companies was not overstated, and that there should be a limitation 
as to price. But all this would have been a mere matter of clauses, and he 
(Mr. Venables) would not have appeared against the preamble of the bill if 
it were not sought to vest the property in the corporation. Certainly, he 
must say, that he never saw a more singular bill. Up to about the 20th 
page the most elaborate provision was made for the arrangement of the 
share capital, and the amalgamation of the companies, and to meet every 
contingency, as though the corporation were not about to have anything to 
do with it; and then it appeared that the whole of those provisions were 
totally useless, and would have no operation whatever, because, by the 67th 
clause, an agreement was introduced, reciting a contract between the 
companies and the corporation, the one to sell and the other to buy; and it 
was enacted that that agreement should be made law, and form part of the 
bill. There was no option given to either party; the bargain was to be 
complete on the payment of the money, and the payment of the money 
was compulsory. The moment, therefore, that that took place, the 
whole of the previous 66 clauses of the bi!l became useless. Yet so carelessly 
had the bill been drawn, that his learned friend, relying upon his instruc- 
tions, stated that it was entirely a permissive power that was sought; the 
solicitor to the promoters stated the same thing, and up to that morning 
the committee had been left under the impression that such was the purport 
of the bill. The circumstances connected with the negotiations which had 
taken place in this matter were somewhat peculiar. It often happened in 
towns, that, where a gas company had been long in existence, questions as to 
price and quality would arise, but in this case it had never been suggested 
that there was any fault. The dominant party in the corporation happened 
to quarrel with the company about an alleged trespass, and much soreness 
of feeling arising, they originated a new company. No doubt, in the general 
way, competition was a very good thing to keep an old company in check 
with, but here there was no complaint to make, and, therefore, no ground 
whatever for doubling the amount of capital invested in such an under- 


His learned friend | given to those who embarked their capital in such undertakings; the whole 


| 


| expense of the small minority who were. 


taking. They knew, however, that they could carry the matter in the 

corporation, and that when the new company was formed they would be 

only trustees for the corporation. They, therefore, at once started the com- 

pany, laid down mains side by side with those of the existing oa in- 

curred an expense of £6000, and forced the old company into a sale of their | 
works. Now and henceforth, whoever might have the gas-works, the town 

had to pay interest upon £16,000 instead of upon £7000, which had before been 

found to be sufficient. True, there was no limitation upon the price which | 
the old company might charge, but there was upon their dividend, and they } 
could not divide more than £760 per annum, besides providing for wear and | 
tear and extension—all that they realized beyond must go in the reduction 

of charge to the consumer. Indeed, they had done so from time to time; | 
and, when this new company was started, they were charging only 4s. 6d., | 
the consumers having the security that, unless a rise in material should take 

place, they might ultimately be supplied at 4s., perhaps even 3s. 6d. What 

he argued was, not that the new company would necessarily prove a failure, | 
but that the whole of the capital sunk in it was needlessly expended, and 
would be a dead loss to the inhabitants of Stockton, whoever were the pos- 
sessors of the works. Then it appeared that the corporation, as a body, had 
nothing to do with the transaction. Had they done so, their proceedings being 
reported in the local newspapers, it would, doubtless, have excited discus- 
sion. But three gentlemen, members of the corporation, appointed them- 
selves voluntary trustees, undertaking to accept a transfer to the corpora- 
tion, if they chose; and matters having gone so far, the corporation was, for 
the first time, called upon to interfere. Mr. Dodds, who had been very 
active throughout the whole concern, was, in the first place, a town coun- 
cillor, and, in that capacity, a party to the quarrel; he was then a party to pay- 
ing the expenses of “ the eminent gas reformer,” who was to point out how gas 
could be supplied 50 per cent. cheaper; and he afterwards issued the prospec- 
tuses in which the consumers’ company intimated that it would be. He was 
also a party to the drawing up of the agreement; and then, in August last, 
made the communication to the Town Councilof what had taken place. Very 
naturally, the majority being directors, adopted the proposal. But it 
appeared that the consumers and ratepayers were far from being unanimous, 
for at a special meeting called to consider the matter, they decided in its 
favour by a majority of twoonly; and at a subsequent meeting a resolution 
was passed, not directly opposing the measure, but requiring that it should 
be carried out by valuation, and not upon the termsof theagreement. The 
whole transaction having been so far carried out, it was a singular circum- 
stance that the corporation had not appeared before the committee as pro- 
moters of the bill, inasmuch as, if passed, they would have the whole of 
the expenses to pay. When the bill was printed there was simply a 
soap afe power to form an agreement between them and the companies. 
Now, it was absolutely and compulsorily to be enacted that an agree- 
ment, made subsequently to the petitions being lodged, should form 
part of the Act: and there was no proof that the corporation were 
parties to it. With respect to the policy of corporations dealing in 
such matters as these, it was a question that had been more discussed 
before parliamentary committees than any other, and a vast majority of 
towns in the kingdom, acting upon the advise of the first authorities, had 
repeatedly determined to have nothing at all to do with them, but to leave 
the supply of gas and water to joint-stock companies and private contrac- 
tors, and to confine their energies, as corporations, to the legitimate duty of 
collecting, economizing, and spending the rates of the inhabitants. The 
moment a corporation was placed in the position of manufacturers and sel- 
lers of gas, they possessed hostile interests to a part of their constituents. 
Possibly this might be a good bargain, but what was the fact as brought out 
in the evidence? Why, that the burgesses, who numbered 1500, were in 
debt, as far as regarded the borough fund, £1000. The gas consumers were 
about 709, and it was frankly stated by one witness that the first applica- | 
tion of the profits to be derived from supplying gas to the 700 was to be in 

dischige of the debt of the 1500, and when they had done that, they were 
to look about for something else. It might be very convenient, but he could | 
not sympathize with the idea of the ratepayers, many of whom probably | 
were not gas consumers, making their sewers, and roads, and streets, at the | 
The whole principle of gas legis- | 





| lation had hitherto been that subject to the necessary profit which must be | 


| monstrous. 





of the surplus profits should go into the pockets of the consumers. The | 
Gas-Works Clauses Act was necessarily introduced into every bill ‘and 
under that no company could appropriate more than 10 per cent. But now | 
they were told that they must follow the most astounding example of Man- 
chester. He (Mr. Venables) had nothing to say against it further than this, 
that, with whatever ability they managed corporation atfairs there, it ap- | 
peared that the gas consumers were actually taxed, in defiance of all jus- | 
tice, to the amount of £30,000 a year for an object with which, as gas con- 

sumers, they had nothing at all todo. It was far from him to suggest that 
there would be anything like corruption in the administration of the powers 

of this bill; but certainly, there would be strong inducements to spend the 
money too freely; and though, perhaps, it might be difficult to frame clauses | 
to provide for the reduction of price, if the works passed into the hands of | 
the corporation, it would be impossible to do justice to the consumers of | 
Stockton, unless it were done. Another strong objection to the measure | 
was that, if adopted, all competition was excluded; and there was, there- | 
fore, nothing to prevent such a charge being kept up as would be perfectly | 
The corporation, holding the works, could make no profits; | 
consequently there would be no dividend clauses in their bill, and the price 

might be kept up for other purposes. It had been well said, that “ actual | 
competition is often a loss to the public; but the possibility of competition | 
is always a gain.” While the supply was in private hands, there was | 
always this possibility; now there would be none, because the corpora- | 
tion would always prevent the breaking up of the streets to lay| 
down fresh mains, although there was nothing in the bill to prevent! 
another company from starting. These were the broad principles upon | 
which the gas consumers objected to have the accounts of the town| 
thrown into hodge-podge ; and, as ratepayers, they had the same objection. 
The ratepayers would, perhaps, have been better satisfied had only one com- 
pany been in existence with power to extend their capital as far as neces- 
sary, but as another company had started, they were willing to let both 
exist in their amalgamated state, on condition that they were put under 
certain restrictions as regarded price and quality. In the event, however, 
of the corporation becoming possessed of the works, they suggested that far 
more stringent regulations ought to be made on this subject; that it should 
be provided that the profits should not go in the reduction of the rates, nor 
the rates be increased for the support of the works, and that the consumers 
should be placed in as good a position as they would be under the amalga- 
mated company. He need hardly suggest that the companies would have 
nothing to complain of if they were left still in existence. They undertook 
this speculation upon their own responsibility. They calculated, as had 
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turned out to be the case, that they should obtain a majority in the corpo- 
ration. They fully intended, as they stated, to be merely trustees to transfer 
to the corporation and receive back their money with interest; but the 66 
clauses of this elaborate bill a that they were prepared to accept the 
alternative responsibility, and if not, they would have no right to complain 
should Parliament impose it upon them. 

The room was then cleared. Upon our readmission, 

The CHAIRMAN said: I have to inform you that the committee are of 
opinion that the preamble is proved. 

Mr. VENABLEs then proposed to alter the 67th clause, and to insert words 
so as to make the purchase permissive after the next November elections, 
so as to give the burgesses another opportunity of expressing an opinion on 
the policy of the measure. It would, he said, involve no alteration of the 
preamble, and would be quite consistent with the restrictions imposed by 
mee ra J authcrities. What was before objected to, was, that it re- 

erred to an agreement which was not set out in the bill. 

Mr. CuEETHAM: In what position would that place the amalgamated 
companies? 

Mr. VENABLEs said the whole of the bill would be enacted as far as they 
were concerned, and they would be incorporated according to their agree- 
ment, and untrammelled with any contract with the Town Council of 
Stockton. It would simply enact, that if the council, by a majority of 
members present, should then ratify the agreement already made, the pur- 
chase should take place; if not, the amalgamated companies would go on as 
they now are. 

Mr. Gray thought it was quite unnecessary that he should be called upon 
to answer this proposal, which was simply to transfer to the Town Council, 
sometime hence, the powers which this committee ought to exercise, creat- 
ing an unnecessary excitement in the town, ona point the principle of which 
had been already decided. 

Mr. CuEetTHAM: Your clients object to take a permissive power to sell to 
the corporation. 

Mr. Gray: My clients are trustees to carry out the agreement. If the 
-- —naae agree to what my learned friend proposes we cannot help our-. 

ves. 

The room was again cleared, and when the parties were readmitted, 

The Cuarrmaw said: The committee had decided not to admit the alte- 
ration. 

Mr. VENABLEs then proposed to limit the price to 4s. 6d. instead of 5s. 

After a brief discussion, the committee negatived the proposition. 

Mr. VENABLEs further proposed to insert a clause to the effect that the 
corporation should, from time to time, so regulate the rates and charges for 
gas supplied, as that the amount thereof should be sufiicient, and no more 
than suflicient, to defray the cost of managing the gas-works, providing a 
sinking-fund, and paying the interest on the moneys borrowed under the 
Act ; that the accounts should be kept distinct ; that an abstract of them 
should be filed with the clerk of the peace, that the quarter sessions might 
investigate them, and, when they saw necessary, enforce a reduction in the 
price of gas to consumers. 

Mr. CukeTHAm expressed an opinion that the corporation would thus be 
placed in a worse position than a private company. 

The proposal was negatived; the various clauses of the bill, as submitted 
by the promoters, agreed to; and the chairman was ordered to report the 
same to the House. 








Miscellaneous News, 


CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 
Sine General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was held at 
the Works, Horseferry Road, Westminster, on Tuesday, the 26th ultimo, 


has resigned his seat at the board. Pursuant to the 8th by-law of the 
company, notices had been given by James Coombs Giffard, Esq., and John 
William Sloper, Esq., one of the auditors, that they offered themselves as 
= for the vacant seat—BrenJsamin Hawes, Esq., the governor, 
presided. 

The advertisement convening the meeting having been read, the GovERNOR 
stated that the first business was to appoint scrutineers. 

Mr. JosErH Box asked whether it was to be understood that the court of 
proprietors had no power to elect a person to the office of director, unless 
previous notice had been given? Could not any shareholder be nominated ? 

The GoveRNox replied that every candidate must give fourteen days’ 
notice of his intention to offer himself. 

Mr, Box said that applied only to the candidate himself; but his question 
did not hinge there. It was whether the proprietors had any power to 
nominate their own candidate ? 

The Governor read the by-law, which states, ‘That every candidate for 
becoming a governor, deputy governor, director, or auditor, shall give notice 
thereof in writing to the company at least fourteen days before the election, 
and that the secretary shall publish a list of such candidates as soon after 
the receipt of such notice as possible.’’ 

Mr. Woot.aston urged that the by-law did not prevent the proprietors 
from electing any one who had not given such notice. 

The Governor : I will settle the point in a moment. Has any gentleman 
a candidate to propose ? 

There being no response, the meeting proceeded to the appointment of 
scrutineers ; and, after some further objections were urged by Mr. Box, the 
following gentlemen were selected :—For the directors: Messrs. Rhodes, 
Joseph Box, Shipley, and Taylor; for Mr. Sloper, Mr. Prichard; and for 
Mr. Giffard, Mr. P. Pollock. 

Sir James Duxe said he had great pleasure in proposing Mr. Sloper as a 
director. He might state to the court that he was induced to take that step 
from the fact that this gentleman had been an auditor of the company for 
many years; and he considered that no one could fill that office without he 
enjoyed the confidence of the board, as well as of the proprietors generally. 
He (Sir James) knew nothing of Mr. Sloper personally; but from inquiries 
which he had instituted.as to his capability and business habits, he thought 
he was a very likely man to be serviceable to the company, and for that reason 
he proposed him. At the same time, he freely admitted that, while it was 
desirable that the vacancy should be filled by a gentleman between whom 
and the board the utmost cordiality and good feeling existed, he could con- 
ceive it possible that a state of things might arise in which the directors 
would exert their influence to deprive the company of the services of a par- 
ticular candidate without good and sufficient ground. He was not aware 
whether such was the case on the present occasion. He had taken the 
matter up on public grounds ; and, unless circumstances existed with which 
he was unacquainted, he thought there was no reason to exclude Mr. Sloper 





from the board. He had, therefore, much pleasure in proposing him. 


for the purpose of electing a director in the place of John Sloper, Esq., who | 





Mr. PricHarp seconded the nomination. 

Mr. Wa. Hawes proposed Captain Giffard. He thought there ought to 
be other reasons than that of the previous occupancy of the = of auditor to 
justify the election of a gentleman to a seat at the board. fact that he 
was qualified to fill the inferior office did not necessarily suppose a qualifica~ 
tion for the superior. The shareholders ought to be thoroughly satisfied that 
the candidate for the vacant office three —— First, a dis- 
position to work harmoniously and agreeably with the existing directors ; 
secondly, ample time to give to the discharge of his duties; and, thirdly, a 
sufficient interest as a py in the affairs of the ys these 
qualifications were combined in Captain Giffard, and he eved that that 
gentleman would take a wide, comprehensive view of the responsibilities con- 
fided in him, and not be satisfied with merely giving attendance at the 
board, and going through a certain round of routine work, He (Mr. Hawes) 
believed that, had large and liberal views guided this company in years 
gone by, they would not now be surrounded with rivals, whose pipes and 
mains Limited theirs in every direction, forcing them into ruinous competi- 
tion, without any hope of increasing their trade by extending the area of 
supply. He was unwilling to say a word against Mr. Sloper; but he could 
not help feeling that that gentleman’s professional en; ments were such as 
to prevent his giving proper attention to the duties of the office, as they had 
done in reference to his auditorship; that his knowledge of the affairsof the 
company was not so extensive as it was desirable; and that, in reference to 
shareholding qualification, he must yield to his competitor. Under these 
circumstances, he asked the proprietors to elect a man who, he felt con- 
vinced, would, while working harmoniously with the present directors, act 
an independent part, in or the misapplication of their funds in any 
unnecessary extension of their works, and in promoting a general economy 
of management. . 

Mr. WELLS, a director, seconded the nomination of Captain Giffard, be- 
lieving that he would take the same course and act in thesame spirit that he 
himself had done since he had had the honour of a seat at the board. Capt. 
Giffard, holding now a staff seen, would have more time to give to 
the duties of the office than Mr. Sloper, whose professional engagements de- 
manded much attention. 

Mr. Potxock said, that until he came into the room he had not seen either 
of the candidates, but, holding a large stake in the company, he had made 
inquiries, which led him to give his ——- most heartily to Captain Giffard. 
In doing so, he was not at all influenced by the circular issued by the other 
candidate, because he believed that Mr. Sloper had entirely withdrawn — 
imputation. It was much to be regretted, however, that any statement h 
been sent abroad to the effect that there was a want of unanimity between 
the board and the proprietors at large, and that Mr. Sloper ought to be 
brought in by the shareholders in opposition to the directors. He (Mr. 
Pollock) believed that this was not to be regarded as a case of exclusion by 
the directors because they gave their support to the other side—it was merely 
an expression of oe on their parts as to who was the fittest candidate of 
the two, and, if they held a very decided opinion on that point, the pro- 
prietors ought to feel extremely obliged to them for expressing it. Looking 
at the question from a shareholder's point of view, he felt bound to vote for 
Captain Giffard. 

The Governor was about to put the question, when Mr. Box interrupted, 
and wanted to know what they were going to do. 

The Governor : If you will only sit down, you shall know what we are 
about. You get up and interrupt the proceedings perpetually. I was about 
to put the question to a show of hands, 

Mr. Box: Before you do that I have a right to speak. 

The Governor: Well, go on; but really you occupy more time than all 
the | 7 put together. 

Mr. Box: I don’t know what we are here for if not to protect our own 
interests, and I do not see why I am to be prevented from doing what other 
gentlemen have done. As regards the candidates, I agree with a great deal 
that has been said by the proprietor who nominated Mr. Giffard, but I do 
not agree with one thing which Mr. Pollock stated as to the qualification of 
a candidate for the office of a director. I hold that a gentleman who has 
filled an auditorship has thereby qualified himself in a very extensive manner 
for the performance of the duties of a director. I, being an auditor in a gas 
company, know something of the duties of an auditor; and I have endea- 
voured, so far as my ability goes, to carry out those duties faithfully. I 
know from experience that a gentleman who has filled that office faithfully 
to the shareholders, is likely to be a fit man to be in the direction. I am 
quite sure of it, and do not speak hesitatingly upon the point. But I have a 
question in my mind whether Mr. Sloper has done that ; for, as I have told 
him to his face out of this room, he has sanctioned accounts being brought 
before the shareholders—fictitious accounts— 

The Governor: No, no. I must call you to order. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Box persisted in his statement, upon which 

Mr. Pricuarp rose: When a word, he said, is spoken in haste, and the 
attention of the speaker is directed to it, he should withdraw it. I cannot 
believe that Mr. Box means what he says, that we have had false accounts 
presented. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Box: I must be allowed to use my own expressions, and I say again— 
false accounts. (Interruption.) I say we have had false balances brought 
out; and on one occasion I moved an amendment to the report of the direc- 
tors, to refer it back to them on that account. 

The Governor: But it was not seconded. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Box: That does not alter the fact. It was a dividend question, and 
I knew the ticklish point of it. [The honourable proprietor continued in the 
same strain for some time, much to the annoyance of the meeting. He was 
frequently called to order by the proprietors, and at length the chairman 
peremptorily demanded that he should resume his seat. ] 

The show of hands was then taken, when there appeared— 

For Mr. Sloper, 15; for Captain Giffard, 18. 

A Proprietor said he had come 130 miles to see how business was done 
in London, and he certainly did not like to see, as he had just seen, the 
directors interfering in an election to the board. It reminded him of the old 
electioneering times, when the peers went out canvassing, 

Mr. Bopen said he much regretted to see the board interfere. In past 
times they had voted for candidates of whom they were afterwards ashamed. 

The Governor said it was not always so; for Mr. Winsor, who was one of 
the most excellent of directors, was 2 at his election by the board. 

Mr. Beck (deputy-governor): If the whole body of proprietors were to 
say that we had no right to vote, I should not care; for, being one of the 
largest shareholders, feel that I am fully entitled to exercise my privilege 
assuch. We on this side of the tableare partners with you; and to say that 
we have no — to take a part in the business of the election is the greatest 
possible absur , o 

Mr. Bopen: But you have given your support to Captain Giffard. 

Mr. Beck: Yes, use we think him the best man. 

The Governor: With respect to interest, I have between 400 and 500 
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shares, and therefore I am very strongly interested in getting the best man. 
I now declare that the show ‘of hande is in favour of Captain Giffard. 

A ballot having been demanded — 

Mr. Storer said: I feel that something like an attack has been made upon 
me for the way in which I have performed my duties as an auditor. I am 
not aware that I have been less regular than other gentlemen have who have 
a seat at the board, nor do I know that my time’has been so interfered with 
as to justify the supposition that I should be prevented from performing the 
duties of a director. I think it is hardly fair to make these broad assertions, 
as though I had been neglecting my duty improperly or sacrificing the inte- 
rests of the proprietors to my own personal affairs. As regards my being a 
professional man, I may remind you that our worthy deputy-governor is 

a professional man, yet no one is more efficient than he, and he finds it 
practicable to devote more than four days a week to his duties here. As re- 
gards qualification, I have been a proprietor more than twenty years, and my 
position has led me to gain information which, I think, would be beneficial 
to the proprietors. Ido not say a word against my gallant opponent, and 
never have done—indeed, I have said to him that at the termination of this 
contest I hoped we should be better friends than when we commenced it. 


Cheers. ) 
The ballot then commenced, and was open for four hours, at the close of 
which time the numbers were :— 
For CaptainGiffard. . . . . . . . . . 1271 
SEM as Se ew a ee ee 
a, Oe ee eee 395 
Captain Giffard was therefore declared to be elected. 





LAMBETH DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS. 
Tuurspay, May 29. 
ALLEGED NUISANCE AT THE LONDON GAS-WORKS. 

At the meeting of the board this day, 

Mr. Rorrey, the clerk to the vestry, brought up and read the report of the 
general purposes committee. It stated, inter alia, that a letter had been re- 
ceived from Mr. Gardiner, the receiver to the duchy of Cornwall, complaining 
of a nuisance committed by the London Gas Company at their works near 
Vauxhall Bridge, and requesting that some steps might be taken to abate the 
same. The committee having considered the subject, referred the communi- 
cation to Dr. Odling, their medical officer of health, with a request that he 
would report thereon to the vestry. 

The committee’s report having been received and adopted, 

Dr. ODLING said: At the last meeting of the general purposes committee 
I was directed by the chairman to reply to the following letter. I have not, 
however, done so at present, as, having already reported upon the subject, I 
thought it better first of all to lay the communication before you, and know 
your opinion respecting it. It is as follows :— 

: ‘ Duchy of Cornwall, Buckingham Gate, May 6, 1857. 

Sir,—I am directed by the council of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
upon the suggestion of Secretary Sir George Grey, te bring under the notice of the 
Lambeth Board of Health the subject of the nuisances o-casionc.t by parties carrying 
on the bone boiling, and other obnoxious trades, with... the manor of Kennington, in 
the parish of St. Mary, Lambeth; and also to call tbeir particular attention to the 
evils resulting from the mode in which the operations of the London Gas.Cempany 
in the High Street, Vauxhall, are carried on. The Prince’s council have recently 
expended a very large sum: of money in endeavouring to provide improved dwellings 
and accommodation for the poorer classes in that locality, but from the escape of 
egg smoke and other nuisances, which still exist in the neighbourhood, the build- 

gs which have been erected for this purpose, at a very heavy cost, are rendered 
comparatively useless, and the efforts made by the council for amelioration are en- 
tirely thwarted. As the evils resulting from the operations of the gas company come 

cult... within what may be termed the smoke nuisance, it was thought that some 
step might be taken by the officers of the Government, under tLe provisions of the 
16th and 17th Victoria, c. 128, for their remedy, and an application was accordingly 
made to the Secretary of State with that view; but, upon full consideration, Sir George 
Grey recommends as the best course, that application should be made to the local 
rt ie to proceed against the offending parties under the Nuisances Removal 

ct 0! e 

The officers of the duchy will be prepared to co-operate with the Local Board of 
Health in any proceedings which may be calculated to procure the removal of the 


‘| nuisances complained of; and it is hoped that the subject may receive the early 


attention of the board. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Roffey, Esq. J. R. GARDINER. 
A VastRYMan inquired what the medical officer recommended should be 
one? 

Dr. OpiinG: I have already said what I have to say, and I now want to 
know what direction the vestry will give in reference to Mr. Gardiner’s letter. 

Mr. HarpcastLe: Perhaps the doctor will tell us what we can do. We 
have had this matter before us several times, and have not been able to take 
any steps in reference to it. As our attention is again called to it, perhaps he 
can give us some information to enable us to form an opinion. 

Dr. OptinG: I have already given you my opinion, which is this: that 
although there is a certain amount of offensive smell emanating from the gas- 
works, I do not believe it is possible to carry on such a manufacture, on such 
a scar, with any considerable diminution of the alleged nuisance. Under 
these circumstances, the Nuisances Removal Act is entirely inoperative, and 
the only course you can adopt is either to proceed against the company by 
nee, which I certainly do not recommend, or else to let the company 
alone. 

Mr. Dovtton, sen.: There is no doubt it is a very great nuisance, and 
such a one as I am sure would not be allowed in the City of London for one 
week. The gas-works there are in a very much better condition. 

Mr. FuNNELL: If the vestry give direction to Dr. Odling to acknowledge 
the receipt ot the communication, I think that is all that will be necessary. 

A VestryMAN: It is quite evident that the model lodging-houses erected 
in the neighbourhood by the duchy are tenantless. Whether that arises from 
the nuisance of the gas-works, or from any other cause, I cannot say. 

Another VEsTRYMAN: I think it arises from the fact that they are asking 


‘too high a rent; I believe it is as much as 12s, a floor. But for that, I be- 


lieve the people working in the gas factory would be only too glad to embrace 
the opportunity of renting them. 

Mr. PLews: It seems to me that this vestry can take no step in the matter, 
and that the best thing the council of His Royal Highness can do is to re- 
commend him to take the lodging-houses down, and remove them to another 
locality. Itisa fact which cannot be denied, that the gas-works have been esta- 
blished there for a great many years, and that the nuisance, if such exists, is 
not worse than it has always been. I really believe that it will be impossible 
for any manufactory to be carried on if the noses of the inhabitants become 
so refined that they cannot endure a little smell. Let it be shown that the 
emanations from + ben works are injurious to health, and then we can take 
cognizance of them ; but our medical officer has not told us that they are in 
the least degree injurious. If we take proceedings in this case, we must in 








others; and there are the potteries in the same neighbourhood, with which we 
should have to deal. Our best course is to let trade proceed without inter- 
ference, and, if needs be, put up with a little offensive smell. 

Mr. F. Doutton: I think it would be a wise course for this vestry to ap- 
point a special day for taking this matter into consideration. I feel con- 
vinced that it would be sound economy on our part to take proceedin 
against the gas company, and against every other nuisance existing in the 

arish, and we shall then see what ~ we have to act. If Mr. Plews had 

een in the habit of passing to and fro in that neighbourhood daily, he would 
not have made the speech he has just made. Anything more abominable 
than these gas-works does not exist in the metropolis; and I suggest that it 
would be better for us not to come to a decision to-night, but to let the matter 
stand over, and be put in the paper of business for a special day: or else 
refer it to a committee to consider and bring up a report thereon. Ido hope 
we shall not come to a conclusion to-night to let the matter alone. I much 
regret the opinion expressed by our medical officer, but I cannot take it as 
the law of the case ; and I should very much like the question to be looked 
into, to see whether we cannot come to a different conclusion. 

Mr. Gravy: Ishould recommend that Dr. Odling be directed to acknowledge 
the receipt of the letter, and say that he has laid it before the vestry. Iam 
rather surprised at the last speaker’s remarks, as to proceedings against the 
gas company for nuisance, and I think we may at once settle the question of 
indictment, so far as the law is concerned. The law is very clear upon the 
subject that if, a priori, a manufactory is not in itself unhealthy—and on 
that ground the subject of an indictment—any party coming to reside near 
it, after its establishment, has no remedy. (No, no.) That is the law; and 
therefore I say, with great respect to those who differ, that if you determine 
to indict this gas company, the expense incurred will be so much money 
thrown away. But I should like to ask the worthy gentleman opposite 
(Mr. Doulton) how it is that, while he is complaining of nuisances in that 
locality, he has overlooked the fact that there are certain manufactories, not 
far removed from the gas-works, belonging to highly respectable parties, 
which, on certain days, entirely becloud the parish with smoke? (Hear, 
hear.) I should like the names of those gentlemen to be mentioned, but at 
the same time, as far as I have a voice, [ can only say, I will never aliow 
the vestry to prefer an indictment against the gas-works, nor against the 
Messrs. Doulton, Stiff, Green, and other large proprietors of valuable manu- 
factories. (Hear, hear.) Ido hope that, upon consideration, the gentleman 
who spoke before me will see the propriety of not recommending the expendi- 
ture of the ratepayers’ money upon indictments of this character. 

Mr. H. Dovutton: I think this is a question of very grave importance, and 
I think too that all that is wanted is fair play. As my name has happened 
to be mentioned, I would just say that as a manufacturer I should esteem it 
my duty, and I believe every manufacturer in the parish would deem it his 
also, to mitigate as far as possible any nuisance which may arise from carry ing 
on our business. But I believe also that these nuisances will not ouly exist 
but extend in a constantly increasing ratio, unless there is some power to hold 
manufacturers in check. We are now called upon to exercise our power a8 a 
vestry, and I am persuaded that, unless something is done, certain parts of 
Lambeth will soon become utterly unbearable as dwelling places. I am 
quiteteady to admit with the last speaker that the trades to which he has 
referred, although they have done much to improve the trade of the district, 
and thus to promote the comfort of the poor, have brought with them a 
certain amount of nuisance which, as a manufacturer, I shouid desire to 
remedy, and have spent much money in attempting to mitigate. But with 
regard to the trade to which Mr. Grady has referred, it does not stand upon 
precisely the same ground as the manufacture of gas, because the only 
nuisance which potteries produce is smoke. In consequence of the extreme 
difficulty connected with the consumption of smoke in a pottery, Lord Palmer- 
ston gave certain exemptions to potters; but those exemptions are now done 
away with, and, from January last, potters have not been allowed to let smoke 
escape from their premises any more than other manufacturers. This state of 
things has involved a very large expenditure, and I cannot tell at what sacrifice 
it may have to be done. I can only say that we must make those sacrifices, 
and are willing to do so for the sake of the health of the community. But 
the gas-works are not only a nuisance on account of the emanations of smoke 
which take place, but, in other respects, positively prejudicial to health. I 
pass those gas-works every morning, and often have the greatest difficulty in 
drawing my breath. Theresa foul yellow vapour coming from them which 
is most sickening, which impedes the breathing, and I cannot but think is very 
injurious. I do not say that, though we have the comfort and advantage of 
gas, we must not expect to have the disagreeables also connected with its manu- 
facture; but I do think that this and every other description of trade ought 
to be carried on in such a manner as to create the least possible nuisance. 
The question is, are these gas- works so conducted? Ido not believe that they 
are, but, on the contrary, that they would not be allowed _in their present || 
state to be carried on for one week in the City of London. I do not say that) 
we ought to go to law with this company; I would much rather that we 
should exhaust every possible means to obtain a remedy than do that: || 
but we must not let the matter rest where it is. No one, I am sure, who is|| 
acquainted with the locality, can have seen the buildings erected for the || 
working classes opposite to those works, with their walls blackened as they || 
have been within six months, without pitying the poor people who have to | 
live in them. I was very glad to see, in the report presented by Dr. Odling, |, 
that he is opposed to our entering upon a crusade against manufacturers, | | 
because it is evident that with some trades there is inseparably some degree | 
of nuisance. Our object must be to reduce that nuisance to the smallest), 
possible limits, and, if we neglect to do that, they will, instead of diminishing, | | 
tend rapidly to increase. I hope, therefore, in the present instance, the || 
vestry will deal with the matter. 

Mr. HarpcastLe: I am glad that I made way for the last speaker, be- | | 
cause I feel that the subject before us is one requiring our attention, and I 
am sure that any suggestion from the gentleman who has preceded me will || 
have weight with the vestry. My object in rising is to put something prac- | | 
tical before you, and I shall therefore move, ‘* That this matter be referred 
back to the committee, for them to inquire into the circumstances and draw 
up a report to submit to this v. stry thereon.” I feel quite satisfied that the 
discussion which has taken place has elicited the opinion of the vestry gene- 
rally upon the subject; but it isa matter of great importance, and one re-| 
spectiug which we should not take any step in haste, or we may have to 
regret it. There are two sides to the question—one, the power we possess; 
the other, the consequences which may arise from putting those powers into 
operation. Dr. Odling hus stated to us that the Nuisances Removal Act is | 
not applicable to these works, and is, therefore, inoperative ; and that our 
only course will be, if a nuisance exists, to proceed by indictment. I think, 
therefore, the matter had better be ascertained by inquiry before a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Wits Kitson seconded the motion. 


Mr. Cave: With all respect to Mr. Hardcastle, I think his motion will 
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have no effect. The matter has been before the committee, and they felt 
that they could not deal with it. The doctor is of opinion that there is a 
difficulty in carrying out the Act of Parliament, which requires that the 
manufactory shall be carried on with as little nuisance as possible; and the 
difficulty is to know how little, and no more. If the matter goes back to the 
committee, they will not know what to do with it; and I think, personally, 
that the vestry had better deal with it themselves, which, I am sure, the com- 
mittee would very much prefer. At the same time, if it is thought to be the 
best course, I will not stand in the way of its being referred to them. I feel, 
however, that it would not be wise to go to law, or to take any step that 
would tend to drive these manufactories out of the parish. It is quite cer- 
tain that, if you touch the London Gas Company, you cannot stop there, but 
must go also to the Phownix. If these manufactories can be carried on where 
they are, and by attention the nuisance arising from them diminished to the 
smallest extent, it would be much better than involving ourselves in law. 
Mr. Grssus thought the committee could most satisfactorily investigate 
the matter, and he therefore supported the motion. 
Mr. Burrvr said, when the matter was before the general purposes com- 
mittee on a former occasion, there were but three members present. As 
fresh members were about to be appointed that evening, the subject, if again 
referred to them, would be considered by a larger number, and the vestry would 
havea report to guide them in coming to a final decision. ; 
Mr. GrLEs was not prepared to say whether or not it was a sound policy to 
interfere in this matter, but he could not help expressing his surprise at some 
of the remarks made upon the subject of gas-works that night. He knew 
that a large quantity of black gas water did go down the drains, and caused 
bad smells in the close and crowded localities, which were not only very un- 
leasant, but must be very prejudicial to persons living in the neighbour- 
ood. 
Mr. CLEMson offered a few observations, which it was impossible to catch ; 

egy acoustic principles have been so little studied in this costly “* Vestry 

all,” that it is with the greatest difficulty the purport of any observations 
can be understood.] . . 

Mr. Ruopgs: I have not the slightest objection to this matter being re- 





‘ 


ferred back to the committee; at the same time, I cannot help expressing 
my surprise at the duchy of Cornwall doing such an insane trick as that of 
erecting their model buildings almost in the very heart of the gas-works, 
(Hear, hear.) It is impossible to look at those buildings without being 
struck with the conviction that it was an insanity on their parts to put them 
there; and why we should spend the money of the parish to ascertain 
whether we can dislodge the gas-works on that account, I am at a loss to 
conceive. (Hear, hear.) 

Dr. Optine: The opinion which I gave to the vestry was not formed 
prematurely. I was anxious to avoid a long speech, and therefore did not 
enter more fully into the subject; but I shall be prepared to give my 
reasons to the committee. It is not my own opinion only, but that of several 
medical men who, having visited these works, have certitied that the London 
Gas Company carry on their business equally well with that of any other 
similar establishment. I know that at this present time a very considerable 
sum of money, perhaps between £3000 and £4000, is being expended by the 
company for the purpose of making still greater improvements. I was 
guided in coming to the conclusion I did, very materially, by a consideration 
of our own very questionable powers to deal with such a matter, as I feel 
confident that the Nuisances Removal Act is inoperative in this case. And 
with regard to an indictment, were there any chance of success, I am per- 
suaded that the council of the duchy of Cornwall would themselves prosecute, 
instead of throwing the burden of doing so upon this vestry. (Hear, hear.) 

The question was then put and carried. 





Batu Gas-Worxs.—The umpire in the arbitration between Henry Oliver, 
Esq., and the Bath Gas Company, has awarded £2500 to the former as the 
value of his land occupied by the gas-works, which the company agreed to 
purchase for double the sum awarded. The amount claimed exceeded £25,000. 

A PROFITABLE SPECULATION.—Three shares in the New Chepstow Gas 
Company, the property of an insolvent grocer, upon which £30 has been 
paid, were recently offered, by public auction, for £7, without meeting with 
a purchaser; a curious commentary upon Mr. Atkins’ assertions in his corre- 
spondence with the mayor of Stratford-on-Avon. 














TO GAS ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS, 


OR SALE, One Set of Patent 
Double-Action SYPHON-PUMPS, 12 inch Work- 
ing Barrel; all complete and nearly new. 

One PILING ENGINE, 28 feet long; Timber, 63 
inches square; Ram, ll cwt.; Ladder, &c., complete ; 
all quite new. ‘ 

Six Lengths of D-shaped HYDRAULIC MAIN, each 
8 feet lon,, 12 inches wide, and 10 inches deep, inside 
measurement. 

Eight D-shaped MOUTHPIECES, 14 by 14. 

One do. do. 20 by 14. 

Two Cast-Iron FRONT PLATES, for Clift’s Patent 
Ovens (quite new) 


London, at the lowest 


Connexions. 

Two Dry-Lime PURIFIERS, 18 feet long, 6 feet 
3 inches wide, and 4 feet deep. 

Two ditto, ditto, in one box, cach 6 feet long, 3 feet 
3 inches wide, and 4 feet deep. 

And a quantity of ASCENSION-PIPES. 

The above will be disposed of at a reasonable price, 
the Company having no further use for them, 

Application to be made to Mr. JouHN STORER, Ma- 
nager, Gas-Works, STAFFORD. 

Gas-Works, Stafford, June 2, 1857. 





Adve riisements. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCAS (LE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION or 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY , RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 


LonDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
wharf prices, at Messrs, 
Cuaxistie and Co.’s W harf, 64, Bankside, SouTHWARK 


One 4-way HY DRAULIC VALVE, fitted with 6-inch A Young Man, who has been a 
Pupil in the Largest Metropolitan Works for 
upwards of four years, und has acquired a thorough 
knowledge of Gas Engineering in all its branches, and 
also the Chemistry of Gas Lighting, and all the methods 
of Purification, is a first-rate Draughtsman, and can 
take out quantities, is desirous of entering into an 
Engagement either as SUB-ENGINEER in a large 
Work, or to take the MANAGEMENT of a Work. 
He has no objection to go abroad. 
Address, G. C., care of Mr. W. B. Kine, 11, Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon (E. C.). 


DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 


MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 


NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 


Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE aPPLICA- 
TION OF HEAT, and vonsequently becoming sounder 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen's DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the liuings of fur- 
naces exposed to high temperatures, and are well known 
in the London and other Gas-works. They can be 
forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

Prices on application as above. 





JOR SALE, at the Gas-works, Mar- 











CONVICTION FOR GAS STEALING. 
Just published, price 10s. per 100. 


FULL 
Prosecution at the Central Criminal Court for 
STEALING GAS from the IMPERIAL GAS COM- 
PANY. Reprinted for extended circulation from the 
JOURNAL OF Gas LIGHTING. 
London: W. B. Krna, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCH 





a 


EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 
begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selling Gas 
Tubes. Having for a long period supplied the largest 
Gas Companies and Consumers in the United Kingdom 
and the Continent with unvarying approbation, and 
almost exclusively the Local Boards of Health under 
Government Engineers, with Galvanised Iron Tubes 
and Connections, it has become an inducement to make 

such facts known, 
Large Stock always being on hand, orders of any 








works. 


TO BUILDERS, IRON MERCHANTS, &e. 


REPORT of the Recent HE Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company 

will offer for SALE, by Auction, on TUESDAY, 
the 16th day of June next, at Two o’clock in the after- 
noon precisely, at the Gas-Works, Deptford (lately the 
property of the Deptford Gas Company) the Apparatus 
and Machinery standing thereon, consisting of Wet 
and Dry Lime Purifiers, with their Valves and Con- 
nections; Condensers, Tar and Liquor Tanks, Retort 
Beds, Ascension Pipes, and Hydraulic Main. 

Further particulars may be obtained by app ion 
to Mr. Boppy, Secretary of the Surrey Consumers’ 
Gas Company, ROTHERHITHE, 

IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 

Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
NgsBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. Theze coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 


GATE, 2 CAST-IRON TANKS, with GAS- 
HOLDERS; each tank 253 feet in diameter, and 13 
feet deep. One of the Gasholders is suspended on 
4 Columns, with Pulleys, Chains, Weights, &c.; the 
other Gasholder hasaCentre Column. Inlet and Out- 
let Pipes and Valves to each Casbolder. Both are at 
present in use, and may be seen at the works, or letters 
may be addressed to Mr. W. Hunt, the Dane, Mar- 
GATE. The company will empty-the water from the 
‘Tanks, but the purchaser to take down and remove the 
Tanks and Gasholders at his own expense. 

Price £200 for the whole. 








TO CONTRACTORS AND OTHERS, 
HE Directors of the Bromley Gas 


CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED) are 
prepared to receive Tenders for the Excavation, 
Puddling, Brickwork, Masonry, &c, of a BRICK 
TANK, 36 feet in diameter, by 18 feet deep, 

Plans and specification of the same may be seen at 
the Office of the Company, Bromley, Kent; snd any 
further information required can be obtained of the 
Company’s Engineer, Mr, STEVENS, Southwark Bridge 





Magnitude, from 10 to 100, feet, are executed 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic 
pressure before leaving the Works. 

Boiler Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and Hy- 
draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square inch, 
made on the shortest notice. 

N.B.—Mr., Edwin Dixon had the honour of receiving 
the only Prize Medal of the Great English Exhibition, 
1851, awarded to this manufacture. 

HE Directors of the Luton Gas 
COMPANY are willing to CONTRACT for the 
PURCHASE of aGAS CONDENSER, of not less than | 
300 feet radiating surface, to be erected complete on 
their Works at Luton, and connected with the 8-inch 
Gas-pipe laying between their present Condensers and 
Scrubber. Persons having suitable Patterns may for- 
ward prices, with tracings or descriptions (on or before | 


feet by 6 feet 2 inches. 





Gaslight Company. 


PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


NE Dry-Lime Wrought-Iron 


PURIFIER, with four tiers of Lime Sieves 8 


The above only used about 18 months. ~ ~ 
One Dry-Lime Wrought-Iron PURIFIER, with | Bromley, Kent, 8. E., June 8, 1857. 
three tiers of Lime Sieves 5 feet 6 inches by 5 feet. | a. : = 
One Dry-Lime Wrought-Iron PURIFIER, with 
three tiers of Lime Sieves 4 feet 6 inches diameter. | s LAKERS, 
One Wet Cast-Iron PURIFIER, 7 feet 6 inches | THE Directors of the Bromley Gas 
diameter, by 2 feet 2 inches deep, with Wheels and | 
Gearing, 9 Screw-Valves 5 inches gas way. 
The above will be disposed of at a reasonable price. 
For further particulars apply to the LouGuBOoROUGH 


oad. 
Sealed Tenders must be delivered to me on or before 
the 24th of June; but the directors do not bind them- 
selves to accept the lowest or any lender. 
A copy of the specification may be had on application 
to me on payment of the sum of 5s, 
GrorGe H. Osporn, Secretary. 








TO IRONFOUNDERS AND GASHOLDER 
MAK 


CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED) are 
prepared to receive Tenders for the Supply and Erec- 
tion of a SINGLE-LIFT GASHOLDER, 35 feet in 
diameter, by 18 feet deep, with Columns and I’raming, 
&c., complete. 

Plans and specification of the same may be seen at 





the 16th instant), addressed to Mr. W. PHILLIPS, Gas | 
Company’s Office, Luton, Bedfordshire, of whom any 
further information may be obtained. 

Luton, June 8, 1857. 


ANTED, a Situation in a Gas- 

WORK, as FOREMAN or MANAGER, bya 

Young Man, who is weil acquainted with the Manu- | 

facture of Gas, Setting Retorts, Fixing Meters, Laying 

Services, &c. Good testimonials can be given 
Apply to J. W., Gas- Works, FAREHAM, 

















in Gas Works supplied. 








PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, Road 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, none. 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS,STATION 
METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPaAkaTus, | 
Gas STOVES, and LANTERNS, 
Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 


the Office of the Company, Bromley, Kent; and any 
| further information required can be obtained of the 
Company’s Engineer, Mr, STEVENS, Southwark Bridge 


Sealed Tenders must be delivered to me on or before 
the 21th of June; but the directors do not bind them- 
selves to accept the lowest or any Tender. 

A copy of the specification may be had on application 
| to me on payment of the sum of 5s. 

Ggorce H. Osporn, Secretary. 
Bromley, Kent, S. E., June 8, 1857. 
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CROSLEY & CO, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 












































SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY'’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. 


' Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements 
of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. ‘i + as ie , 
Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIME TAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. ‘ incipal and confidentia] 

C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the ss Ww on ~ 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicate hed "still at ae 
of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work, 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use, 





FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. with ania 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confiden 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 




















ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, ea 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the 
Kingdom. From the peculiar composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM 
SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely wir CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 
regard to despatch than by any other Housc. 









THRE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 

(LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 

HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AED CLAY, of the same quality. 


For EXPORT from the Ports of 





NI. B. NEWTON, Lonion Agent, No. & Wharf, Eing’s Cross Goods’ Siation: 





BOYLE’S PATENT SILVERED - HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
G L A S S R E F L E C T Oo R S BEST onseiubetien demdenseniiiaen CLAY 


are the most durable, and are cheaper and better than any other. MANUFACTURERS OF 
HULETT and CO., Sole Agents, FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, 
Patentees of the only really good AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 


MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, STOURBRIDGE. 


Late in the occupation of I, and W. King. 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
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William Parkinson. 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


og te announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &e., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 





ROBERT MACLAREN & CO., 

EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 





NOW READY, 
OL. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., IIL, 
and IV. are still on sale. 
W. B. K1na, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE [RON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL BaRN Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 








Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 


nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works, 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’sWharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PeRkIns, 78, Lombard 
Street. 











JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 
Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. 
N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 





PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 
the 


ILLIAM SMITH, by 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjusting 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Level 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 














reat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Squitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 


| | bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 


by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas, 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 


notice. 
J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 

e SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same: Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 








WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &e. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

‘W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


‘ 
BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND CO., 
3, INDIAN K1Nn@a’S Court, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
sent on application. 











By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 









JOSEPH ULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police a of No.1, Coppice-row, 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus, 


7 J. CLIFF’S 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 











Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newron, Agent for the District, Park 
House, Thornhill Road, IsLineTon (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 
of Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
Wharf. 

THE CHEAPEST MANUFACTORY 
IN THE TRADE FOR 
CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS 
IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. 
OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, 
Lined with Patent Silvered Glass. 
Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, 
WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS FITTINGS, 
ALWAYS IN STOCK. 
CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS 
made to Order on the Shortest Notice. 

J:T MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, 
IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR 
EXPORTATION. 

HODGE and ROBERTS, 

101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 
Pattern Books of Chandeliers, and also of all kinds 
of Gas Glasses, sent to any part of the Kingdom on 
application. 








GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


S. & E. RANSOME & CO., 
31, ESSEX STREET, Srranp, LONDON (W.C.), 
beg to call attention to their 
GAS HEATING & COOKING STOVES 
Price, from 18s, 6d. each, and upwards. 
WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 
MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS-REGULATORS, 
GODDARD’S DUPLEX & ECONOMIC BURNERS, 
GAS BATHS, HEATING COILS, TORCHES, &c. 


Also, 
GWYNNE’S STEAM-PRESSURE GAUGES, 


an 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT ALARM WHISTLES, 
for preventing Explosions in Steam-Boilers, 
Drawings and Prices sent on application, 





NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 


ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Loxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
a. has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpvon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. ee 

Prices Current to be had on application. 








FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


G by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


b a 
. JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted, 
Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers» 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WARBHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
ANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


GAS ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 


DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; 
combined with both Engine and Boiler, and Portable ; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 


FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 
PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 
off and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. 


Also his 
RETORT SETTINGS, 


by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 
be heated by one Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
now is, and without the production of any smoke. 

Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye 
previous to being submitted to the public. 

Circulars, giving references and every information, 
may be obtained on application as above. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
n Gas and Water-Works. 








ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WorKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 





| solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 





heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 
GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 


| ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 


square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 


| Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 


and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 





WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


MW SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
¢ Lantern Maker, 90), Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TUBE WORKS, 
WALSALL, 
Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tube 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


























298 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[June 9, 1857. 





CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Di 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromrne, 3s. per Ounce. 


tto Whol 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


le Purch 





BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S, 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING. THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. ~ 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 





JAMES OAKES and CO.,~ 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
A 


ND ? 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
. CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all. the CAS'TINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 
, . CHARLES Horstey, Agent. 

C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c.; also civi) engineering 
in general, 





0..BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manvfacturers 
of O. Brothers’ Patent, beg to state that these Ketorts, 
being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 
of any required shape, length, breadth, or height, are 
not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 

cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 





















| je |sBa 
| = 3 (Ses 
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Shape. | Sizes. STS Terie 

} ($12 |] Sas joes: 

| clei “iSo8s 

Aa ie xeose 

| ee TALL 

| feet.) in.| £ s.d.| 8. 4, 
Dee....+++-|12in. byl2in.| 8| 2} / 1120] 4 0 
op )sevcesee| LdinsbylZin.| 8 | 25\.1120) 4 0 
oy evecesss\ 16in. byl3in,| 8 | 24) 2 00) 5 0 
*  icneseet ISinvbyl4in.| 8/25) 2 06].5 0 
i ceveeeee| 19in. byl3in.| 8/24) 2 00] 5 0 
oy (evceceee/ 20inebyldin.| 8 | 34/2 00] 5 0 
; ‘| 24in. by I5in.| 8 | 23/2 80] 6 0 
Idin. by 15in.| 8 | 24/1160) 4.6 

be ecses.{ 18in. by 18in. | 8-| 3 1160! 4 6 
Oval Retort | 18in. by 12in.|. 8 | 2 1160|-4 6 


~All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 
References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas-Works, BLACKBURN. 





PATENT,FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


J AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(and Warehouze),Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 
Gus Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. 


from 4 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER -AIR-riGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete, 














ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 


VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, | 








j 


| 
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SHEARS AND SONS’ 
PATENT DRY GAS METERS 


Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public asthe 
best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. ‘They are 
acknowledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which they apply 
their Patent Indices. 
BANKSIDE, LONDON. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas 
Apparatus, would be obliged by those Companies 
having ‘Apparatus to dispere of, to send particulars. 
And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 
apply. 

PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
on Shortest Notice. 

STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS 
ConTRACTS TAKEN. 











PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 


GAS FITTINGS. 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


& C. OSLER, 


44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from ‘‘ REGISTERED’’ DEsiIGNs), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-ROoMS. 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their 
general-adoption, are offered.at very moderate prices. 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


The more extensive use of Gas in 


Purchasers can select from 


OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
. ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous.of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 
PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the 
manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 


Z eeney of investigating the many improvements he 


has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 
GAS-M ETER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
er of a foot per hour upona blue light; and aguarantee 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair 
for not ag than five years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon having ajust measurer. 

GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and HEATING 
STOVES, for allclasses. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured, 

Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, 
145, REGENT STREET, or at his residence, 5, Firzroy 
SQUARE, by giving one day’s notice. 

Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 
company exists. 








CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 

Pipes, &c. 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fitttings. 





RETORT AND BOILER SETTING, 


FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 


No. 19, York Street NortH, Hackney Roap. 
Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincial Gas Companies, to whom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
mote of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 

F. S, will engage to provide all materials and labour, 
or labour only, 


BRYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from Lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
Bryan DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 





HULETT AND CO., 55 ann s6 HIGH HOLBORN, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 
Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas.Meter | 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALI. LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 


GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING... 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s, net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c.; with complete Book ot Prices, price 10s. 
Frice Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 








London : ‘Printed by Tomas GREAVES Bartow, of 3, Parliament Street, in the parish of St. Margaret, Westminster (at-the office of Joseph Clayton, 10, Crane Court 
Fleet Street); and published by Witt1am Boventox Kine of No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, June 9, 1857. 
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